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KH SON MARI BOROUGH 

g ti^Pf Cobb VjIIpv, Kahurangi National Park 14 
g HU Arthur Tablelands, Kahurangi National Park 17 
g Ml Patriarch & Arthur Range, Kahurangi National Park 21 
B Mt Owen. Kahurangi National Park 25 
B Thousand Acres Plateau, Kahurangi National Park 29 
B Queen Charlotte Walkway, Marlborough Sounds 32 
B Mt Richmond, Mount Richmond Forest Park 35 
B Cake Angelus, Nelson Lakes National Park 39 
B Mole Tops, Nelson Lakes National Park 43 

LEWIS PASS 

B Kirwans Track, Victoria Conservation Park 46 
B Lake Daniell, Lewis Pass National Reserve 49 
B Lewis Pass Tops, Lewis Pass National Reserve 51 
B Nina Valley & Devilskin Saddle, Lewis Pass National Reserve 
B Lake Man, Lewis Pass National Reserve 56 

WESTLAND 

B Buckland Peaks, Paparoa Range 59 
B Inland Pack Track, Paparoa National Park 62 
Q Croesus Track & Moonlight Valley, Paparoa Range 66 
® ^ Alexander, Taramakau/Grey River Catchment 69 

IB Cedar Flat Hot Pools, Westland 72 
® Mikonui Spur & Mt Bowen, Westland 75 
Bl Scamper Torrent, Westland 78 
0 Mt Adams, Westland 82 

Bj kstle Rocks Hut, Westland/Tai Poutini National Park 86 
H Mt Fqk, WestlantlAai Poutini National Parts 88 


ARTHUR'S PASfyf ANffRBUpy 

ID C*M Saddle ft l agoon ^ 

Bj Tam Col & Waite, PaH.ActhuAP***^ 1 * 

IB Discovery Stream & Sudden Valley, Arthur's n 
ID Avalanche Peak 8, Crow Valley, Arthur „ y , ’** * 

IB Walmakarirl Falls Hut S Mt Philistine, Arthur's Pw * 

D Mingha-Deception Rivet, Arthur's Pass National t^’**'* 
ID Pfeifer Biv & Mt Pfeifer, Arthur's Pass National Pad, ,g 

IB Mt Somers Walkway, Mid-Canterbury 126 

IB Mueller Hut & Mt Ollivier, Aoraki/Mount Cook National Pa* 

IB Ball Pass, Aoraki/Mount Cook National Park 133 * 

IB North & South Temple Valleys, Ohau Conservation Area 137 
IB Dasler Pinnacles, Hopkins Valley 140 
EB Brodrick Pass & Mt McKenzie, Huxley Valley 143 

MT ASPIRING/OTAGO 

EB Brewster Hut & Mt Armstrong, Mount Aspiring National Park 146 
Q West Matukituki Valley, Mount Aspiring National Park 148 
Q Sugarloaf Pass & Rock Burn, Mount Aspiring National Park 152 
EB Wye Creek, Queenstown 154 

FIORDLAND/SOUTHLAND 

EB Moraine Creek-Adelaide Basin, Fiordland National Park 157 
EB Gertrude Saddle & Barrier Knob, Fiordland National Park 161 
EB Mt Titiroa, Fiordland National Park 164 

EB Green Lake & Hunter Mountains, Fiordland National Park 168 
EB Takitimu Range, Southland 172 
Bl South Coast Track, Southland 176 


MARLBOROUGH/KAIKOURA 
Sawcut Gorge, South Marlborough 92 
Mt Fyffe, Seaward Kaikoura Range 94 
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Hixi edition nmr mil. !>< H Iu.n built nine new h "' h 

tramps in tins b.*ok an< ” ,v vifs that 

After some tlelibnabon I removed only three trarrm, r 
to Mt Mueller in the I ewis S’ass is no longer being maim ? the fir,t Litton* tk. 

Ben Lomond are purely day walks and adequately covered "noth ^ 1 * 

em-es). A further six new routes have been added t„ brine die , ? 

50. although it was hard to stop at this figure, because as I wanteedTK h ??"“ ,t 'P''» 
the range of suitable tramps seemed almost limitless ed ^ back county 

I researched Te Wai Pounamu for the perfect balance of tr’ 
tion and ability. I looked for a blend of popular trips that ever!" **»• 

included in such a guidebook, along with some more obscure vetenualh, " PTOto >* 
to stimulate and encourage forays into these less well-known areas ^ r " ,aKl,n 8l*>m 
When I initially began the project it became apparent that mv knowled™, ra. 
wonderful regions of the South Island was in need of improvement Since ™ ?t* TOm 
zs that of a mountaineer rather than a tramper, I had, prior to beginning the h^T"? 
walked 15 of the 50 or so tramps short-listed for inclusion. 8 ^ on ^ 

In the intervening seven years I have been spending more time below the snowline 
than above it, which has opened my eyes to the fabulous wealth of natural environments 
we are lucky enough to have below the glaciers and peaks of the South Island, many within 
relatively easy reach of our main centres of population. 

The weekend concept has been stretched to three days (i.e. a holiday weekend!) 
for a number of these tramps, although in many cases those with limited time at their 
disposal can still complete them in the allotted weekend. The Queen Charlotte Walkway 
is the only longer trip, and was included because of the ease with which sections can be 
walked, or cycled over an average weekend. 


This new edition has a higher concentration of tramps around the Arthur s and 
Lewis passes. This reflects the high population density around Christchurch, as well as 
the ever-increasing costs incurred in getting to more distant parts of the South Island. 
Many trips are still in remoter regions of the island, and will require a long drive from 
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, ^ j' ! * ! 11 ^ * U,M ** u ,,,n K*’ °l latulvapr* (onnd in the South hlarnl, with rnmt 

”• "' ... l»'l« '» Ion-., |mk s „„l I 

est to swwnim? iiisstM | v inns ,ind iiiTiii<iiw...ii„ ..... . 

1 ... * I’* 'oiamnlly Miowcovprt’d iwssps to rumor iiimrnttv. 

oltrn otnountn inj.. ,dl tin .ilmvo in a single tramp. 

I mm the distm. in «• mat hie- mountains of Kahurangi National Park in the north and 
t t rottgi. tit nwn gianitr peaks ol l iordland. to the intimate forested gorges of the 
Paparoas and the alpine llowei strewn uplands with views to the highest peaks, there is 
something for everyone who is prepared to make the effort and head to the hills. 


Happy and Safe Tramping! 


LENGTH AND DIFFICULTY 

Each tramp is classified according to difficulty, which readers should note depends very 
much on the individual as well as conditions on the day. Wet weather could very well turn 
a medium river trip into a hard, or even impossible one, while winter snow may transform 
a medium or hard tops trip into one that requires mountaineering skills. When selecting 
a tramp it is important to take the abilities of all party members into consideration. 

Each walk is classified into easy’, ‘moderate’, or ‘hard’ with a few gradings such as 
‘rock scrambling’, ‘route finding skills’, or ‘easy mountaineering’ to cover specific difficul¬ 
ties. On an ‘easy’ walk you can expect gentle terrain, well-marked tracks, few if any river 
crossings and walking times of usually three to four, (but occasionally more) hours per 
day. Expect a cosy hut at the end of the first day on two-day ‘easy’ trips, enabling packs 
to be kept lighter. On a ‘moderate’ trip you may have river crossings, and there could 
be steep sections of track on slippery rocks, mud and tree roots, as well as travel on un¬ 
marked, open tops. Some days can be quite long at this grade; on occasions expect eight 
hours tramping or more, depending on how you have planned the trip. A ‘hard’ tramp 
may involve even longer days, but more usually this grade reflects the rugged nature of 
the terrain, with route finding difficulties and long stretches of unmarked travel above 
the bushline or short sections across snowfields. 

The main difference with the choice of trips in this volume compared with those in 
the North Island book is the inclusion of several above-snowline excursions. Of the 50 
tramps described, eight require the competent use of ice axes and crampons in order to 
travel safely over permanent snowfields or minor glaciers that will be encountered at the 
higher elevations. Having the skills to travel safely across such terrain opens up a wealth 
of possibilities for the South Island tramper, as there are innumerable side trips to snow- 
covered peaks. In addition, early season trips can be undertaken safely as winter snow 
often lingers on shadier slopes until after Christmas. 

There are a number of short courses run by experienced instructors that teach these 
vital skills; in my opinion, this would be money well spent. 

The majority of the trips chosen for this book are, however, of moderate difficulty, 
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dewlops. 

KEEPING information up to date 

Although everv effort has been made to keep the information in this guide both corrm 
,, , u ‘ t0 date* please remember that nothing stays the same in the outdoors. Landslide 
; iood s or even earthquakes can damage or destroy facilities such as tracks and brkW 
while a carelessly abandoned fireplace can quickly reduce a back-country hut to ashes as 
occurred to Hawdon Hut in June 2005. The winter of 2008 produced some exceptional 
snowfalls in many places, so be prepared for extensive tree fall on some tracks. 

In addition, the condition of less-frequently visited tracks may deteriorate if under¬ 
used. which is one reason I have included a few out-of-the-way places in order to encourage 
their continuing maintenance or even an eventual improvement of facilities. It is always a 
good idea to call in at the local Department of Conservation offices for the latest updates- 
phone numbers are included with every tramp. Useful websites on the current state of 
affairs in the back country are included in the references. 


MAPS 

The original maps in the book have been replaced in this edition by digital images cre¬ 
ated by Roger Smith of Wellington-based Geographx. (See book references). These give 
an excellent overview of the terrain to be encountered during the tramp in a way that 
no photograph could portray. Drawn over these 3D maps are the relevant tracks, huts, 
bridges and major features referred to in the route descriptions. The maps in this book 
are not designed, however, to be used for navigation in the outdoors. 

For all the tramps the correct NZMS260 series 1:50,000 maps should be used, not 
only for reasons of safety but also for the pleasure of being able to correctly identify 
prominent features along the way. With regard to this, it is worth noting that the inclu¬ 
sion o neighbouring maps to the one specific for the tramp may prove a bonus. While 
enjoying a particularly spectacular evening on Mt Adams I was unable to fathom out the 
myriad peaks that lay ‘off the edge of my particular map. 

be renHrpd u ^ Se P tember 2009 the existing 1:50,000 scale NZMS260 series will 
Todo 50 man/ •ifu 0 ^ 0 '^ ma ^ ser * es ’ While the geographic features portrayed on the 
W1 e t e same as those on the current series, the coordinates of.these 


MAP LEGEND 



Road/Vehicle Access 

Track 

Route 

Alternate Track/Route 


Homestead/Place 
Hut/Lodge 
Shelter 
Campsite 
Hot Spring 
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ft aunts will lining. Ituli individual map will cover a different area to the existing one* 
dm to t u v ungt to an A1 pot trait format. For this edition I have stuck to the status quo, 
as most trampers will continue to use the current maps for some time. 

Finally, note that true left and true right refers to the left or right bank respectively 
when going with the flow of the river, creek or glacier. 


HUTS AND HUT FEES 

New Zealand s hut network includes over 1000 back-country huts, a service second to none 
anywhere in the world. The huts do, however, require money for ongoing maintenance and 
periodic replacement, and it is vitally important that all hut users help out by paying for 
their overnight stays. The DOC Annual Hut Pass covers all of the huts referred to in this 
book, with the exception of Mueller Hut at Aoraki/Mount Cook National Park, those on 
the Mt Somers Walkway, and NZ Alpine Club huts. The pass is exceptionally good value 
for regular hut users, the initial cost being recovered after only six or seven hut bednights. 
By purchasing one of these at the start of the season, all further payments can be forgotten 
for 12 months. Note that the pass is not valid for Category 1 or Great Walk huts. 

Facilities in the back-country huts vary from place to place and hut to hut. Specific 
hut details have been included as they appear in the text, but remember changes do hap¬ 
pen. It is always a good idea to keep a finger on the back country’s pulse by reading such 
publications as Wilderness magazine and the Bulletin of the Federated Mountain Clubs. 


HUT ETIQUETTE 

At night or during bad weather, the hut forms the focus of the tramping experience and 
is part of the tradition of the New Zealand back country. A few simple courtesies make 
the experience an enjoyable one for all, even in a crowded hut. 

Always make room for newcomers, even if the hut is nearing capacity. When the hut 
is full, consider using a tent if you have one. Inside, keep your gear tidy and contained; 
and try not to spread out too much. Remove wet boots before entering the hut to keep the 
floor clean and dry. Cook with ventilation, conserve firewood and don’t overheat the hut to 
the discomfort of others. When leaving, make sure all benches and tables are clean, sweep 
the floor, close all windows and doors, and ensure you’ve put out the fire and replaced any 
firewood used. If you have spare room in your pack consider taking out any extra rubbish 
left around, as it is surprising how huts can soon fill with ‘forgotten’ waste. 

You won’t go far wrong if you follow the simple rule, ‘Leave the hut as you’d hope 
to find it.’ 


CAMPING AND CONSERVATION 

Over a third of the trips in this book have camping either as an option or, in several cases, 
as a necessity. The extra weight of a two-person flysheet, small cooker and foam mat is 
minimal when compared with the flexibility camping provides on any trip. However, 
always be careful when choosing a campsite: try to avoid camping under trees in stormy 
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\wither or next to rising rivers or below loose bluffs in rain. Be aware of if, P f r 
ivnment through which you are travelling: don’t take away anything natural ml 7^' 
leave anything unnatural. Avoid lighting fires when they are unnecessary On^ 
or during a tire ban. When they are necessary, use any pre-existing fireplaces and 
all fires small, as dead wood is a natural part of the ecology and in some places in **** 
short supply. ver X 

In the South Island we are blessed with some of the best water anywhere on th 
planet, but we need to work to keep it this way. Avoid polluting any waterways with soan 
or detergents, bury toilet waste well away from any water source (100 metres if possible) 
and use permanent hut toilets whenever you can. As numbers increase, certain popular 
hot spots are under pressure, with visitors asked to remove their own waste. Aoraki/ 
Mount Cook National Park has already introduced a system of poo-pots’ for climbers to 
carry when travelling above the snow line. In general the rivers and streams encountered 
on these tramps are fine to drink from, but if in doubt boil or filter the water first. 


SAFETY AND EQUIPMENT 

There is not the scope in this book to give a detailed description of equipment and safety, 
but a brief list of what should be carried for a typical weekend tramp is as follows: sturdy 
boots and gaiters, sleeping bag, billy, burner, fuel, warm woolly hat, sunhat, gloves, rain¬ 
coat, warm jersey or fleece, two pairs of polypropylene or woollen long-johns, two wool 
or polypropylene tops, a pair of shorts, first-aid kit, mug, plate, utensils, two pairs of 
j™. S0C s ’ map ’ com P ass - sunscreen, candles, matches, and enough food for the trip’s 

a teni P , U ] S 3 feW n M u a SnaCks and 0ne extra meaL For some tri P s y° u wil1 need t0 «ke 
rennire it, 3 eas t a ys eet and sleeping mat. In addition some of the tramps described 

v k US u°i l< " e aXeS and cram P ons ’ particularly in winter or springtime. 

a tmsfprl f ' 0U j y° Ur ^ nten fi° ns > including possible bad weather alternatives, with 

contact thp pY W 0 Can ’ * n t ^ e event of your party becoming overdue, be relied upon to 

pos ib e Alw°av Ce r and , R ^ DOC’S sign in and sign out’ system wherever 
possible. Always enter your plans wherever there is an intentions book at the start of a 

Remember that rivers are the biggest hazard in thp ~ 
deaths. You should be well versed in the current Mountain S fT'r ^ ^ ^ ^ 
techniques, and have practised these before needing to use the 6 ^ OUnc d river-crossing 
tramping clubs offer introductory courses in river crossing bush 13 s * tuat * on - Many 

s cra “ an d navigation. 
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Access Along the Cobb 
Apywotf Rcwd from SH 60 3t 

Uppei Tikaka 

Alternative Routes Ascents 
o> Kakapo Peak or Mt Xenicus, 
given an extra day 



Information DOC Motueka, Ph 03 528 1810; Kahurangi National Park is crisscrossed by an excel- 

00C Takaka, Ph 03 525 8026 len t range of tramping tracks. The walk up the Cobb 

Valley to a subalpine rock garden dotted with small 
tarns is one of the easier tramps, and apart from 
, .. , , its relative remoteness from major centres (it is a 

120-kilometre drive from Nelson) is a perfect introduction to the pleasures of weekend 
trips, it offers some easy tramping along a picturesque valley, followed by a short, steeper 
haul up to the well-known and very comfortable Fenella Hut P 

The Cobb Valley is situated towards the northern end of Kahurangi National Park 

after the^powerhZ) ^ ^ 37 I0U * b kilomete (20 of “"sealed 

southwards to the Mt Arthur Takaka River Gor 8 e ' with occasional views 

reaches the top end rfthet ' v ^ T‘ ^ 17b Th “ "arrow road finally 

the tussocks towards the water’s °h W 3Fe severa ^ 8 00( i camping spots among 

roadend for late TrU ° bite Hut is We " «th 

Passes through short sections of beech f" 8 ' daSSiCa “ y §ladated U PP er Cobb Valle > 
h V r^-s are covered with a rich ° reSt I " ters P erse( i with extensive grassy flats 
1 ' e f, Maori onion (Bulbinella hookeri ) alp ‘ ne plants ’ in Particular the yellow 

tSt tratk * this aShetS, v , igh “ P- ides a 
landscape in![ Coloratlon - purple clusters of th fl ^ gentlan ( Gen ‘Mnella patula), wit! 
P ,he ear| y su mmer. Also look on ^ fl0VVerS C3n be seen sprinkled across th' 

°«k out for various orchid species as you walk alonj 



t" 1 '" hiv'di'd smh. mountain and lh<* to idrnltfv »wkf Icavpd *»r» hu\ wh»» h gf <■*»<$ fit 
ptotmton M sr\vi ini dtadv spot* along the way ar* .<1! rpanonablv rwnmon 

I hr hiMotit hut lather dilapidated ( futffey Hut it rptnhetl aft**r two 
flm betxh slab constitution was built in Iht* parly Pt r ,<N by |a« k Mr Burney an early 
ranger in the i obb, supposedly as a mtu It needed retreat from all the hustle and bustle 
asstxiated with the dam const met ion down the valley. The hut itself is now pretty r*mgh 
but gixxi camping is available nearby. 

The olii route crossed the river here, but a newly constructed track now carries along 
on the true right. Along the way, more sections of shady beech forest and grassy flats 
above the river are traversed before you pass the funky Tent Camp, a rustic alternative to 
the more permanent accommodation further up the valley. Side creeks are now bridged, 
making this an all-weather track, but be prepared for some fairly boggy sections during 
wet weather. The main river is crossed above Tent Camp, and the small but adequate 
Cobb Hut (four bunks), situated in a clearing among the twisted beech forest, is reached 
about two-and-a-half hours beyond Chaffey Hut. 

The final half-hour to Fenella Hut climbs up through stunted, lichen-draped beech 
trees and passes alongside a narrow gorge where waterfalls cascade down its inaccessible 
depths. Fenella Hut (sleeps 12, wood stove and gas cooker) is set in an alpine rock garden 
of great variety at 1100 metres. It is a spacious and luxurious refuge, as well as an excellent 
base from which to explore the surrounding complex landscape. It was built in 1978, a 
year after Fenella Druce and her three companions were killed at Aoraki/Mount Cook 
National Park when the Three Johns Hut at Barron Saddle was blown off the mountain 

in a storm. 
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IVak, or I hr blockv summit of Xrmcus Peak (14.11 m). Both of these worth 
oHvr some gotni exploring and more extensive views among the alpine ro 'k* 
Another popular side trip is to l ake Cobb and Round Lake, with the option ", f l T' 1 ”" 
with Mt Gibbs and Xenicus Peak. A more leisurely alternative is to amble the ‘t ,,p 

(or 4(H) metres in layman s terms) to a very picturesque swimming hole set W ° fur,0n ^ 
vegetation and with fine views all around. This is just one of a number of sm T”* 3,p,nf 
lie scattered around the low saddle between the Cobb and Burgoo vallev sv t ^ ,hat 
Return to the roadend along the same track you followed in There are emS ' 
lent swimming holes and diving rocks in the Takaka River shortly before IT* 

60-the perfect way to freshen up before the drive home. ' T ou regain SH 
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Graham Valley 


Duration 2 days 
Grade Moderate 

lTime 12 hours total. Graham 
Valley carpark to Salisbury 
Lodge (sleeps 22, gas cooker 
and heater): 4.5 hours. 
Salisbury Lodge to Graham 
Valley carpark via Mt Arthur: 

8 hours. 

Maps Mount Arthur M27, 
Kahurangi Parkmap 274/13 

Access From Motueka Valley 
Road, about 12 km south of 
Motueka township 
Information DOC Motueka, 
Ph 03 528 1810 
WARNING! Limestone 
regions are often riddled 

- with sinkholes, which can be 

rhis area is readily accessible from Nelson, and as obscured by thick bush or heavy snowfall 

he roadend is at almost 1000 metres it provides an 
rasy start for trips in the Mt Arthur region. With a 

fixture of beech forests, subalpme tussock Mt Art j wr area offers a wide 

and bare limestone mountains, the a is ury here are rewar ded with sweeping 

variety of good tracks and huts. Trampers^ beyond Farewell Spit to Mt 

views across the top of the Main an an , o 0 fall the above, although 

Taranaki-Theroutedescribedoffers,sec-on, 

good weather is recommended as there ar F ickety -looking road bridge over the 

The Mt Arthur access road ts and shortly before the 

Motueka River, some 12 kilometres sou „ is steep an d narrow, and not easily 

settlement of Ngatimoti. The roa up r ^ 0 f vehicles coming downhill. The 

negotiable in wet or snowy and has an information shelter, toilet 

carpark is at the respectable heig o ^ locRed road leads up to Flora Saddle. It 
and intentions book. From here, a j ti wit h Balloon Creek, about two-an - 

is mostly downhill from the saddle to the junction w 

a-half hours away. , of flora Stream, a regular habitat for 

The easy path sidles above the cry the te lltale whistle of the male. This 

blue ducks (whio), which are most ea ^ . h 1870s to access the Salisbury la e- 
track was originally constructed by goldminers 
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hmdv I hr latter was tunned idler Thomas Salisbury, who grazed she 
grasslands to jmnidr the diners with fresh mutton. ° n Ufa 

llto I rack paws an open clearing, where Plora /hit is sited (y, | , 

firrplacc: no chaise), and later on the massive limestone overham, ■ u and i "> 'In 
tmn Hock Shelter, which no doubt proved a valuable bivvy for the 31 'h- <„,a 

'* wl " ,i V V,1V - , A s "' al1 ,our - l,u " k has been squeezed under"fo "i 
«h,le the second one has room for eight on the wooden sleeping nhof h ^ 

ongoing pest-coniml programme based around these shelter, j Iv!^ ° (Kh ^n 
mainland island in the Mora Valley. Of primary concern ,c tu 1 attem P ts to create 3 
endangered Ponrll,,,I ,| and .snail,, wfoch | 1V e in these forest! IT"" 8 <*h, 

particular favourite for the many possums in the area BeZ f "* Unders ' 3 ndablv a 
molluscs on the track, especially in wet weather. of gnashing these unique 

route up to the Sahsbu^Tablelandf foli™s^h >M h °h ^ ^ the Takaka R "er, wh« e th 

"™sS c Ua e ^ re3Ched after abo “ 8 f £i n h Creek f fi r ° Ugh ^ Sta "* 

Heather sltomot; 1 o ranc * views over to Mr a r +u , ^ L °Qge (sleeps 
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Tussock, Astelia sp. and beech forest on the Salisbury Tablelands 


eight to 10, and looks out through a frame of beech trees and astelia fronds to the tussock 
basins beyond. Note that Hiking New Zealand, a commercial guiding company, uses this 
rock shelter on a weekly basis during summer, normally on Monday nights. 

The route up the 1489-metre Gordons Pyramid starts some 500 metres back along 
the track you walked on day one. There is little or no water available for this long day s 
walk, as it traverses mostly porous limestone rock; in hot weather you should therefore 

ensure that you fill up your water bottles before you leave the hut. 

The track crosses open tussock dotted with small tarns, before entering the dense 
forest of silver beech and, higher up, twisted and weatherbeaten rough-leaved tree da,sies^ 
The underlying topography is cloaked in the rich understorey of ferns and shrubs, and 
I, L * ,lieL,« « —dh«,.n if,» 

- potholes and bluffs most certainly lie in wait for the unwary. Th■“*'23 

to the bushline, marked with a large red shield. From here, a 

uphill, passing a large rock outcrop, to the top of Gordons Pyramid, reached 

hOUr ShouW poor weaffier prevent a full traverse of the tops, an escape 
third marker on the climb up to Gordons Pyramid. From this point, con ou om d .o Clou 
stons Mine at the bush edge, from where a good track zigzags down to F or> S ream- 
Fine panoramas are to be had from the summit of Gordons Pyram^ vi .,h tl« ro^ 
ing Salisbury Tablelands stretched out below, densely forested valleys leading westward. 
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h, k*tamt* andihr thin line of I nrrwHI ,Sf»ir visible bf ftvwi (he foreground lull 
vwwM'onlimtr as the route now follows the broad grassy ridgeline to the %<,uthl ' ^ 
me a small, signified tarn dial provides the only water until the nellpoiitionlT ***** 
Arthur Hut is nrachcd (eight bunks, gas heater but no cooker). ' ** 

llw route along this undulating ridge is poled throughout, eventually f j , 
down into the bare marble bowl known as Horseshoe Basin. Sinkholes abr *" 
otlen providing a sheltered haven for many of the unique alpine species thatT ^ 
in Northwest Nelson. Particularly showy are the large yellow mountain butt! 
korikori. which flower in springtime. While wandering across this karst land ^ 
also worth appreciating that New Zealand’s deepest cave system lies somewh^T “ * 

• TOUr tm The 889-metre-deep, 23-kilometre-long Nettlebed Cave offers a chalk 

da\ adventure for experienced cavers. en 8 ln g 2-3 

The route out of Horseshoe Basin climbs up to the ridge riinninrr 

Mt Arthur (1795 m). An ascent of Mt Arthur itself requires an addr "^i * ® 0ln 

and should only be climbed in good weather as the ridge is exposed to wind *° h ° Ur5 
directions. A we -worn path leads on ® exposed to winds from most 

loose scree, to the flat-to^itmii wi hTtl fin J 3 sh °« -«ion of 

known as The Twins, 3 kilometres to the si * “ al1 directions - The peaks 

Mt Arthur itself. the S0Uthwest ’ ore a mere 15 metres higher than 

Arthur Hut at the bushfine From 0 ^ ^broat 06 BaS ‘" T''"" 6 northwa rds to Mount 
mountain neinei leads back down to Flora Saddled Stands of 



MHIIHANlil NAIIONAI PARK Mt Patriarch & 

Arthur Range 


Duration 5 day, 

(r«t« Mod^rat* , /H<r4 
Tim« 14-17 hour', 

Rolling junction to Kiwi 
Saddle Hut (6 bunk',, 
fireplace). 5-6 hour,. Kiwi 
Saddle Hut to John Reid Hut 
(6 bunks, fireplace), via Mt 
Patriarch: 6-7 hours. John 
Reid Hut toWangapeka River 
Road: 3-4 hours. 

Map Wangapeka M28 

Access From SH 61, along the 
Motueka River Valley. Turn 
off at Tapawera for the 30 km 
road to Rolling Junction. Note: 
there are several fords along 
this road that could become 
impassable after heavy rain. 


Mt Patriarch, situated to the north of the Wanga¬ 
peka River, is seen as a prominent wedge-shaped 
peak when viewed from Mt Owen across the valley 
to the south. Although frequently admired from its 
higher and more popular neighbour, it is seldom vis¬ 
ited. A traverse along a section of the Arthur Range 
combined with a climb to the 1701-metre peak of Mt 
Patriarch makes a perfect three-day trip. It could be 
achieved in two long days with a high camp on the 
ridge, but with a couple of cosy bushline huts to use 
along the way it would be a pity to hurry this delightfully varied tramp. 

The track starts at Rolling Junction, which is situated 3 kilometres before the end of 
the 33-kilometre road from Tapawera. This road winds alongside the Wangapeka River 
and is mostly narrow and unsealed with a few fords to cross, which should present no 
problem except during heavy rain. 

There is a campsite plus a DOC information kiosk (telephone and intentions book - 
remember to fill in) a kilometre before the Rolling Junction Flat, located below the road and 
above the confluence of the Rolling and Wangapeka rivers. An old 4-6 berth shelter (but 


Logging trucks also use the 
road both day and night 

Information DOC Motueka, Ph 03 528 9117 

Alternative Route Either spend an extra day 
at Kiwi Saddle Hut in order to climb Mt Luna, or 
carry on down to Stone Creek and back along the 
Wangapeka. 
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no mattresses) is situated right at the start of the popular four-day Wanganeka Tra l 

~2SZZ 

cies u, the area. Up-valley, the imposing bulk of Kr" ^ ^ th ‘ S endan S ered s P f - 
are framed by the thickly forestedvalley sides. M ? h S eastern imparts 

carry on to the map has now finally gone, so 

trad and heads off up Kiwi Stream2^ * tradi ,eav « 'he main vafiey 

MSJ without getting your feet wet in low flow but coufri I* ^ bottom ’ which is quite 
m o or t ree hours from the and be tricky after rain. This is about 

minutes up the track. 8 d P la « for lunch, with a campsite a fitrther 

to the nort d h h t"g ra"u a riy" ol ri n bs t svoy "t h e °" IT' ^ 

has,r > of Kiwi Stream for the final a* 7 the Va,le y floor conr X d Cr0W vaIleys 
Wangapeka. ^ 45 mmut « to the Kiwi Saddle h "" 8 ar ° Und the t0 P 

1 his da,,sic si *-bunk hut with an open fire i Ut ’ ^ h ° UrS from 

-- 
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'" "»' "' MW " , » in "* I*™* «"Hin.l It,,' hut; hir-llife f„r.,mal,ly m, 

rl ,h in the* lores!* with rohius «n.l lanlails krepiug y„u company ,h, tra , k,. ar „l 
tiiUons and kca gliding around the ridge tops. 

As most of the next day is along the tops with splendid views, clear conditions would 
make it a tar more enjoyable experience. Take plenty of water from the hut, as there is 
none to be tound for the entire day. from Kiwi Saddle the track sidles around a forested 


knob then climbs quite .steeply through increasing numbers of mountain neinei, along 
with some gnarly and twisted rough-leaved tree daisies making their appearance towards 
the bushline at 1330 metres. This is about an hour from the hut, with old metal poles 
marking the way to the ridgeline in a further 15 minutes. 

This is the southern end of the Arthur Range, culminating in the impressive three 
peaks of Mt Patriarch before dropping steeply to the Wangapeka River far below. 

For unashamed peak-baggers it is fortunate that the first peak to the south, at 1701 
metres, is the highest since the two lower summits beyond would involve some time- 
consuming rock scrambling along and around the serrated rocky ridge leading from the 
main top. Leaving heavy packs behind, follow a reasonable ground trail along the crest 
of the ridge, where cairns mark the way around some large rock towers on the right side 
to the rounded summit. 

Allow two hours to complete this side trip to Mt Patriarch, as the summit views are 
well worth lingering for. Mt Arthur and countless other peaks within Kahurangi National 
Park lie to the west and north; Tasman Bay and Nelson to the east, stretching from the 
Richmond Ranges to D’Urville Island; the peaks of Nelson Lakes to the south; and, closer 
to hand, the complex Mt Owen massif with the Thousand Acres Plateau beyond. 


IVmtiuI lvu-k to tin* pmks mid head f»rr along the enjoyable ridge ( ,f the A 
Kaugr ftmrl along lhis exposed tussock and scrub ridge is generally straight for w . , M,r 
* ixwnahlc ground trail to its highest point at l,%(i metres . A couple of quite n T T ^ 
mm<vi jvaks to the east are easier than they appear, as a steep section is avoided h?!"*** 
row trail to the north before regaining the ridge near the top. From here the f 7 * ”” 
tint is clearly visible by the bushline 200 metres below. Once down from Pt 14hT ^ 

nuke • M ""‘ tor " ,r h >" a <™“ >he subalpine scrub, or continue alone the J 
maticer pole (a better option if doing the trip in reverse) and then steeply down □ !° 3 

trail to the hut. (six bunks, fireplace and nearby stream). Allow three to four h ma / ked 
the bottom of Mt Patriarch along the ridge and down to the hut h ° UrS fro ™ 

Rise early for sunrise on the grey marble massif of Mt Owen before he a- , 
down to the Wangapeka Valley via Chummies Track- note there i’sno, ^" 8 back 
ndge. The track starts by sidling eastwards along the bushlinJ cross.no 1 " g ^ 
en route, before gaining the long ridge which drops 1000 metres to Z “T' f S ' ips 
Chummies Track has a pleasantly soft carnet of hJlh i f f the nver far below. 
— that it does not lose the knees, but be 

steep 500 metres of zig-zagging through beech a ” Uphl Sectlons before the final 
The Wangapeka f 0 l H t0 ^ ^ floor - ’ 

the track exits the forest. All that remains is to ^iV^ 3 ^ sllghtiy u P s tream from where 
the 3 kilometres back to Rolling Junction and ^ ^ ^ 3 nde if an T one is passing) 
shelter to sign out from the trip. 7 ° Ur Waitm S vehicle > stopping at the DOC 



KAHIMANld NAIIONAI PAIIK Mt Owffl 



Dur#fl<m ) i fap 
Grad* Mod*rite 

Tim* 14 15 hou r, foM 
fourthouv* Fljf to Gf-mrly 
Pa« Hut (12 bunk',/ 5 hows. 
Grantty P,m Hut to Mt 
Owen: 3 hour,. Mt Ow«*n to 
Courthouse Flat: 6-7 hours. 

Map Wangapeka M28 

Access SH 61, along the 
Motueka River Valley. Turn 
off at Tapawera for the 
Wangapeka Track. 

Alternative Route Fyfe River 
Valley on the descent (pick-up 
required) 

Information DOC Motueka, 
Ph 03 528 1810; DOC St. 
Arnaud, for south side, Ph 03 
521 1806 

WARNING! The terrain is 
often rough and peppered 
with sinkholes and rocky 
clefts, which present hidden 
hazards after heavy snowfall. 


Mt Owen is another special place in Kahurangi National Park, and it deserves a three-day 
wee en in order to explore folly the various nooks and crannies this complex massif 
has to offer. It is the marble mountain par excellence, possessing many of the unique 
aspects the region of northwest Nelson has, until relatively recently, kept largely to itself. 
I he original Ordovician limestone here, which formed 500 million years ago, has been 
metamorphosed through intense pressure and temperature into a recrystallised marble. 
, 0t R re f? nt ^’ ' ceca P s smothered these marble uplands, their radiating glaciers putting 
e finishing touches on what is today considered a fairly unusual landscape. 

At 1875 metres Mt Owen is the highest peak in the area, with views to match its lofty 
S 3 US aCross some ver y undeveloped and suitably rugged landscapes. The mountain can 
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On Mt Owen, Kahurangi National Park 


ncappmmneo oom irom inr norm mm soum, tun here only the northf 
inanity Pass Hut. is described. The routes up from the south - either ''!* 

Buhner Owk or the lyfv River - are all rewarding trips, although L W ? Sunri * N 
e arn ing a tent would give you the flexibility to explore this complex ^ l " r W 

that water is scarce across the limestone region. rea ' though ^ 

The track starts at r 
house Flat, which is a fu t ^ 
kilometres after Rolling 7" 3 

(see previous chapter ft, de ^ 

on Wangapeka River Road) and 
has ample space for cam „ d 

^^ta-dwater^ 

small settlement spring up here 

complete with a jail and court- 
house. As was often the case « 

fer°:r eeded,he ~c 

ahty and nature is once more 
taking over. 

(j T J ,ere are initially two op- 

SiiSSS*- - -*• — .£ 

ssatt?S58Ksssri?33» 

w, uXT, 1* ”»'“»» fci„. *“ e- «* «. tau. 

over the Gravel G„ adily $” a ™ k a ^^17 ^ ^ ' ate 180te *■* 
shady, mature beech fo ° ^ge. Both tracks meet after an hour an^V®™ 18 S'lntpscs 
at a slightly more p Pn fi CS ° Ver ‘ route then con tin ^ a half where a more 

^cre are views to he 7*7 bUm ' dea ™8 above thbushli^ 1 ^ ^ hour 

»c- - 

he track now stays down in the vallev n • 7 enc °untered 

nut (now completely derphvn i d e ^' Passing the site nf 

°"‘' na «ngthe«e w e 


Ms '"'"S '"' 1 ™' ,lol ‘' l ’ ra sl '"l«’ »n<l •t>in.-..|.|»lc llowcrlm.l,, hr<» K pasil* rp«,g„mblp Alv, 
along I In' track air line .'samples of I hr rough-loaml Irpp ,l.my an,I My 

impirssivp speargrasses that .should he given a wide herlh. This rich array of subalpme 
vegetation contrasts with bare rocky crags rising steeply overhead. 

Granby 1 ass Hut is situated at the entrance to (ihost Valley, on a small hebe-covered 
terrace on the true right of the creek. One hundred metres north of the old hut site, the 
new 12-bunk hut opened in the autumn of 2008, although, as firewood is limited in the 
subalpine zone, there is no wood stove in the hut. Camping is possible nearby, although 
a better spot is located a further hour or so around Sentinel Hill, at a cluster of small 
tarns directly below Mt Owen. 

Mt Owen, the highest peak in Kahurangi National Park at 1875 metres, can be 
reached from the Granity Pass Hut in about three hours. It would, however, be a pity to 
hurry through this remarkable landscape, so it is well worth giving yourself an extra day 
or two to explore fully the various ridges and basins and the bizarrely sculpted limestone 
outcrops that abound across this plateau. 

From the hut, a well-defined track heads up through Ghost Valley along the crest of 
an old glacial moraine, known as the Railway Embankment. This is a reminder that ice 
was a major influence in the creation of this landscape, subsequently modified to a lesser 
degree by water and wind. Tussocklands lead around the eastern side of Sentinel Hill to 



hampers among limestone crevasses on Mt Owen 
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bases 
in 


« mihimw, nwnny Whin; llx'sc cont'' 

<la< unless |Mlrbrs ol winter snow linger on I hr Inin, "" hut 

'Post these l«tm. die calmed I rack weaves through a t "''' 

marble lorn,alien*, water-worn /lmir, K s. vertical-sided crevi* JT '"f"* »«* * 
l 1 ’" n "F, "«■ ""inner moiirks a remarkable variety of a/nine fl *' ir d 
the enk outcrops, the showy yellow buttercup (korikori) ” ’ ,fek Mr, 

ouroias. short and tall gentians, euphrasias, bright yellow hi ,!’ 1 " nb< ' r of daisy 
lolwims, helies and cushion plants, to name but of bulbln ellas, anj f y **»»,. 

are tbund exclusively in northwest Nelson as ^ M ° re tban fi0 alpine nl ,m, ’' ^ 
ol. he destructive g, delation J 

and 20.(KM) years ago. y species further south h e ^ ^ ^ r,r, ( 

The summit ofMt Owen is adornpH vr * ' V6en 

ises. although they fail to detract fr„ m Tr h 3 CO,,ection of old survey n 0 „ a 

all directions. A worthwhile side trio fr„ 6 , Spe “ acu,ar Panorama sfrwcM* C ° nCr "' 
mountain. Carefidly weave vn„r . P u fr m here dro P s down the * out >*lo* 
prominent bare-rock knoh ^ i through tile chaotic rock oa n e m aspect of^ 

«>rabout40kilometres and is the n * Bulmer System, which e« e „T * access to 
From this rock garden it s th ° f; speleologist Mt °"en 

«ddle into Poverty Lto " P ° SSib,e t0 reach Castle fit , 

fo°m here, either back to th " S ° CCU P y botb of these denres ^ CfOSS an obvious 
foe Sentinel Hill tarns. * SUm ™ t piateau °r around the njsstft' Van ° US r °“ tes lead 
, alternative escane - . , emasstfto^regain the track at 

HdltoPtlsooanddown^hrou^f 3 * n ° rthwestfr »mPovertyBas' h n 
he headwaters of the Me ir * f ° KSt t0 tbe six-bed Branch r f by skir ting Replica 

straightforward but lonffallow"' The track dow n to the Owen^ H ^’ S ' tUated towaids 

hare been made it will f ° SCVen hours) and not ^ tbis ^ey is 
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kahurangi naiional park Thousand Acres Plateau 
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uration 2 days 
radt Moderate 

hnf 11 hours total, 
winding trip Matiri 
'alley Road end to Poor Pete's 
lut (2 bunks): 6 hours. Side 
rip from Poor Pete's Hut to 
.arrikin Creek Hut (4 bunks): 

) hours. Poor Pete's Hut to 
Matiri Valley Road end: 5 
hours. 

Maps Murchison M29, 
Wangapeka M28, Kahurangi 
Parkmap 274/13 
Access From SH 6,6 km north 
of Murchison, turn onto the 
Matiri Valley Road 
Alternative Route Continue 
to Larrikin Creek Hut to climb 
The Needle and The Haystack 

Information Murchison 
Visitor Information Centre, 

Ph 03 523 9350 


The Thousand Acres Plateau and near by Hundred Acr«^Plateauj'epre^nulasMcto»esW>ne 

landforms that appear fairly impregnai e (he 750 . metre climb from the valley 

visited in a weekend. For those who m u0l>metre con tour wiU be a memorable 

floor to the almost horizontal tablelands at the liuu met 
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excursion into one nftho 

rollingtussort jl rosny unusual landscanec n f v 1 

tops ° f Thou" „ d A t s p^f Nationa ' park - The 

World’ feel Th T f 1Stee P ^estone bluffs mV,n ^ Plateau are SWied by an 

e edL P, f Tr ™™ W b «— a hS S ' U P ,and ■» * 'Los, 

tart ~"“Sr T fiSzs: % •*— 

a- old beech-slab hu, wW h TS h" ** ^ ba " k ’ b ? «» C “ e USe a 

bc " W pock track sidles eas v ah, ° Pcbaracter - th °ogh nowadayf d ° e* f ° rest - there « 
ul bunks) after anorhe ho t riVer ' reachi "« ,bis - 

Ihe valley, and is a «ood sno, f„ T “ but com| Mnds a fine view „ Ced Lake Matiri 

^ ,rMk ~s ^ - * 


a number of 









slu'UUuks. before dropping down to cross the outwash fan of Bay ( r^k 0 for* 
campsites and swimming nearby). The 7r>0-rm*tre climb onto the plateau starts 
*'V diet bav Creek Hats, and is well marked throughout. (limb steadily through stands 
'st’hiid and silver beech to a cleared viewpoint overlooking the valley and Lake Matiri, 

now tar below. 

The forest types are quite diverse along this track, from various beech species to rata, 
kamahi and mountain cedar, as well as podocarps such as rimu and mountain toatoa. 
The track relents a little as it passes through mountain neinei and bushes of rough-leaved 
tree daisy, before weaving among large, chaotic limestone blocks near the top of the up- 


^ At the plateau rim, the forest abruptly gives way to open tussocklands, across which 
a noled route leads, after half an hour, to the dilapidated Poor Pete’s Hut (two bunks). 
Although this basic bivvy hut makes a suitable shelter from a storm, nearby campsites 


are preferable, where you can 
enjoy the open expanses of the 
Thousand Acres Plateau in the 
evening. 

If time is limited to a week¬ 
end, then the morning of the 
second day would be best spent 
exploring the area in the vicin¬ 
ity of Poor Pete’s Hut. From Pt 
1167 (the high point about 3 
kilometres southwest from the 
hut) there are great views across 
to the Hundred Acres Plateau 
and Mt Misery, The Needle 
and The Haystack. In summer, 
the plateau comes alive with a 
profusion of large white and or¬ 
ange daisies (Celmisia monroi), a 



Lake Matiri near Murchison, Kahurangi National Park 


welcome contrast to the muted , f , r,iven time a triD 

browns and greens that make up the lan ^ sca P e Acres p lateaU( combined with 

to Larrikin Creek Hut (4 bunks) and a visit to mmnlex tonography that 

an ascent of The Needle, would give a better overview of the complex topography 


makes up these unique limestone plateaux. 




Queen (hailotte 
Walkway 


MARI BOROUGH SOUNDS 


11 'd#ys 

»MrtfpMtr 

Tim ' K Nwrs total Ship (ovf 
tv unnp fs»v o hours (amp Bay 
fr %rta«r 8 hours. Pottage to 
tooknwa 8 hours. 

Map* Capo lackson 026, 

(Vton P27, Cook Strait 027, 

Marlborough Sounds 336/07 

Across Water taw from Piaon 
to Ship Cove, or depart from 

Anakma, off Queen Charlotte 

Drive 

Information DOC Piaon, Ph 03 
520 3002 

WARNING! There is a total fire ban a ong the 

canf ^ bri ° 9 y ° Ur ° Wn C °° ker ' fy0U plan t0 




Portage 


TciMahfi) 




JfffMrperwSotifld ^ 


^ / n **# S f 

qlh*° c 


4nahiwa 


Watkswa 


Piciton 


walks in this book in so far »<, ‘ theother 
areas of permanent settlement Pa “ eS ‘ hrough 
can be entered or ex ted TI T r ° ads and 
route, either by car o boat Th" 1 ^° f 1 ^« 

£ «>ys is recommended. It rraversefatet^ tha " 3 W ^" d ^ Z J 

fitness is therefore ™ Can be muddy and slinner, 1 3ny P laces - but 'here 
of file track s ease r e<JUIred t0 complete the whole 67 Idl'" * ^ A reasona ^ e 1«™I of 

and you can have yourn”'/ 011 Walk i ust s ome sections"? h* r ° Ute ' H ° WeVer ' because 
Mountain biking l trans P«rted by boat operators ,o " g * “ for °* heB - 

to Kenepuru Sadrll k P ermitte d °n the track pyp your evening s destination. 

Tbe track can bewXV DeCember and 28 February 8 ^ Smi ° n fr ° m Ship C<W 

*&££!£? » air c 

ea.vt/y be extended tn^f’ rou S^y eight hours’ S ^ Ction ' The Ascription below is 

Ship Cove as it ^ days as acc °mmodation ’’ t 8 each day ' althou fl h this "" 

' 3S “ “ b now„, was Z' T ^ “ re « ular in «™ls. 

Popular anchorage for Captain Cook during his 
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Outr vovagcx to New Zealand in the 1770s, In fact, the sheltered harbour and abundant 
tvnnl supph Kept hint and his crew here lor a total of 100 days over a seven year spell A 
morning Imat service from Picton will get you to Ship ( ove by 11.10 a m., and as ramping 
not allowed here it is necessary to start walking the day of arrival. 

The track climbs away from the cove through thick, shady forest to a lookout, from 
where the inner and outer sounds are visible. I’he track then drops back down near the 

coast at Resolution Bay, reached ,—__ 


after two hours. Continue over a 
small ridge and into the deep bay 
of Endeavour Inlet via an old bri¬ 
dle path, which sidles down to the 
shoreline and up to the head of the 
inlet, three hours from Resolution 
Bay. Antimony, used for hardening 
lead and pewter, was mined here in 
the 1880s and a small town sprang 
up to cater to the miners’ needs. 
Nowadays, holiday homes, cabins 
and luxury lodges dot the forested 
hillsides above the inlet. 

Follow the western shore of En¬ 



deavour Inlet through regrowth forest Endeavour Inlet from Mt Stokes 

to Camp Bay, four hours beyond. A , 

DOC campsite and lodge/hostel accommodateontomb. found her. 

It is advisable to carry water between the Kene P"™ a nd te it 

*•„oc r .w*“;2„ c “* 

.. . . . - ... 


en route. , „ , . • trar v it follows the crest of the 

CUmb back up to Kene P u ™ h '“ are 'some fine vistas along this part of the trail, 
ridge between the two sounds be , of Many Coves, three hours from 

Two DOC campsites are passed al g % ^ and coo king shelters), before 

Camp Bay, and Black Rock Camp^ o^m ^ ^ ^ four t0 five hours from the Bay 

you eventually drop down to minutes to Portage, where a 

of Many Coves. Turn right and walk down the ma ^ ^ ^ ^ 

shop, hotel and DOC campsiteatneary continues on the exposed ridgetop. 

Starting back up at T orea Saddl^the r^ ^^^ heretaspringt ime 

passing through hooded orchids (Pterostylis sp.) that grow abundantly 

for the small, unobtrusive gre 

alongside the track. ^ lude d Mistletoe Bay, reached after four hours. 

At Te Mahia Saddle turi lodges that can be pre-booked through 

a store and full range of accommodation ate to 



I'hr final four hours or so off he Queen Charlotte Track continue a\< 

}Mlh high a bow the head of the sound before descending to Union 
hnjition of the last (or first) campsite on the track. Note that camp in^* %; 

at the trailhead by Anakiwa, which is reached after a 45-minute str U "u** perrnit N 
bmh forest along the shore. There is a shelter, toilets, a public phone In , ^ 

thihlic transport (bus or boat) is available from Anakiwa The Out ^ Carpark here 
prime - please use the Tirimoana jetty, 800 metres farther on B ° Und « 


..• 





MOUNT RICHMOND FOREST PARK Mt Richmond 


Ml fl/fhmoird 


Jobfii&n Peak 

m 7 rnm Fein 599 m 

i r 


Richmurid SaddleHut y 

i B 



JVltiuni Fell Hut 


Top Valley fid 


Wairau River 


The Mount Richmond Forest Park is a surprisingly 
neglected tract of forest-clad mountains with iso¬ 
lated tussock and rock-strewn tops. It is sometimes 
referred to as the ‘only part of the North Island in 
the South island’, as the rolling tops and bush- 
cloaked valleys have a distinctly North Island feel 
to them. The unique aspect of this area is further 


Duration 2 days 
Grade Moderate 

Time 12-14 hours total. 

Timms Valley Road carpark 
to Mount Fell Hut (6 bunks, 
wood stove): 5-6 hours. 

Mount Fell Hut to Mt 
Richmond summit: 2-3 hours. 
Mt Richmond to Jubilee Flat: 

5 hours. 

Maps Wairau 028, Mount 
Richmond State Forest 
Parkmap 274/06 

Access Follow SH 6 for 16 
km out of Blenheim to just 
beyond the bridge over the 
Wairau River at Renwick. 

Turn west here along North 
Bank Road to reach Te Rou 
Road after 30 km. The 3-km 
unsealed Timms Valley Road 
leads to a carpark and the 
start of the track. 

Alternative Route A round 
trip can be undertaken from 
Timms Valley to Top Valley 
Road, although logging in Top 
Valley may restrict access from 
time to time. 

Information DOC Renwick, 

Ph 03 572 9100. For 
information on the current 
logging situation in Top Valley, contact Nelson 
Forest, Ph 03 543 8115. 

Warning! Logging trucks use North Bank Road 
and the side roads off it, although logging has 
ceased for some time to come up Te Rou Road. 


Te RqJ Rd 


_ No r ’ h Rank Rd 
wSHG^nd Blcnhi 
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reinforced by the presence of I hr North Island edelweiss (l.modem's Icontopnchum) 4 
other species of alpine flora endemic to t hese ranges. Aru 

The whole forest park is very well serviced by good huts and a well-maintained tr 
svstem. and offers a variety of tramps from day trips to the so-called ‘Alpine Route’ Jfc-lh 

takes four to five days to complete. The tramp descrihl/ 

“ ' '..—. here is easi, y achievable in a weekend, and includes 

1 ascent of the park’s second-highest peak, Mt Richmond 
**S^*‘~? \>v I at 1756 metres. 

The track starts from the carpark at the end of T, 

I nT^° ad ’ heading al ° ng Timms Creek a " d up to Mount 
J Fell Hut, an ascent of 1000 metres over about six hours 

J The initial section of Timms Valley consists of exotic 
1 plantations that have recently been logged, so the track 
• may be rather messy to begin with. It is, however well 
1 signposted, so persevere for 45 minutes to reach the na- 
I tive bush and the official forest park boundary. 

J From here on, the forest is a varied mixture of beech 
I dTt'htTh W “ h S T fi " e Sta " ds of old P^aip spe- 

I z mi izv* wetter - southern 

1 rimu tom n! fa T US five ’ podocarps (miro, matai, 

1 wbh a " d kahlkatea)ca " be found along the way, 

I displa^ e f h art h CUlarly ma « nificent specimens of marii' 
’*'■'■*** I th«r straigh t ,Th 1 C c t rtrunfe ammered bark a PP earance 

.uCfej erJng 

ftlllyS ‘u 0 ‘ he f0reSt ' TimmS Creek is a *%<«- 

wav wn th rocks- you ^ reen as if tum bles over smooth river 

aftei two’ hourT a U* a hot day. The track croslefa' T“" 8 SW ‘ mming hole * lons ,he 
the unhill ri- u 3r ^ er Cree ^ wit h a small wot r • minor side creeks, and then 

^her four to JT ^ bUShUne hut and is thelast wate^f d ' ^ m3fkS the ^ ° f 

The track is • ter ^ e ^ ore T ou reac h the hut in a 

* headS “P a tested spur consisting 
crown fern or ^ a rich carpet of Blechnu s P ec imens of totara. The forest 

lhe 1300 rwtr ;: :: p ;"- The bushline at this r »|,. t r | ri s P ecies . in particular the resilient 

hul at about this leveTafte" many Slopes ’ and the V t e r ack° rlhern latitude extends beyond 
, A more direct 1 „ ft some three hours „f!, J* con >mences its long sidle to the 

d,W "V .0 the to Mt Hichmond ca?h y MpWU trav el- 

lhr poled route toth Sh ° rl distan ce above tr ° m th ' S P ‘ > ' nt by hei,d, "f 

' honks |,| us ‘ he summit. However r„'f n rav e rsin « Johnson Peak and 

' «* i„, u ' ’ , y ° U just below rh °“ r r<n “ e » Mount fell Hut 

U, ' d lru ‘>' 'he hut, as iM ' C b " Sh ed«e for a further hour. The 

Set anion K the stunted beech forest. 


f/w Inland Kaikoums from Mt Richmond 


i short evening stroll onto the open tops will reward you with excellent panoramas 
in everv direction. 

There are a number of options for the next day. or two if time allows. A whole day 
'ould he Spent exploring the open tops, climbing Ml Richmond and Mt Fell, and traverv 
V i these gentle ridges, taking in the views and enjoying botanical pursuits. If you are 
making the ascent of Mt Richmond, it is worth getting an early start - the open tops are 
onlv a couple of hundred metres above the hut, so there is a good chance you will enjoy 
a spectacular sunrise and be on the summit before the day has grown old. 

V ^ trac k leads up from the hut to a broad saddle overlooking Tasman Bay and Ka- 
huranei National Park, where a small tarn and sign show the way to nearby Mt Fell. Poles 
lead south from this saddle, bypassing Pt 1613 on its eastern side and continuing towards 
he mcky pyramid of Mt Richmond. A second saddle is then crossed, where the daisy 
Celmisia macmahonii, endemic only to this park, grows in sizeable clusters between the 
tussocks Later in the season, creamy-white gentians hide among the grasses her . 

The final 250 metres up the east ridge consists of a jumble of boulders and smaU 
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f n ' 1 M " n i11 " s, ' i( ' n likl ' "I'lH’immii*. |m\sonlin#a Ifohfly packed nm il, , 

Mh ,lro "H hl 1111(1 lll( ' i( y winter winds common at iLe J u ,"" /r ""‘ 

” ap I • •>«**«'mw BMaaa(amaa __ fur,ller west, which is all of ’A 

.”1 J her ' Nevertheless, the views’Ct 

: ~* mm *’*gN* wjfrEeai ^ ount K| cf>mond Forest Parks second 
Sp|E*i?S| ^ are second t0non ,^ 
^ ' . _ T outstanding panoramas across to Mts 

' , ;k : 1 Arthur and Owen in the west Tano! 

"acd 

Kc'%1*> .. * “* ]nland Kaik °uras to the east and 

<. I be ond f n ° U eSt Fart0the north, 

► I ,/ ,., d the mterv ening ridges of the 

I Marlborough Sounds ranges, lie the 

_ I ^ U f as 0f the N°«h Island, with the 

d,stlnct,ve cone of Mt Taranaki visible 
"^“'^t*****.**** ° n a k C,ear suspended above the 

east wh i t, p°f‘ e , m honzon - Closer at hand, Mt 

11 l v rSlT “ ^«srs"s;riit 

madend Th“'d Where 3 stead ™™em doiTfo^fd 1 "’ "" h ° Ur M ° W ' 3nd an ei S ht ‘ 

-sS 

‘he other direction 8 Mme trac h can appear s U " e " cumb ered by a heavy pack. It 

“ere missed on the way”,,'" 8 ‘ he ‘ deal opportunity to ob erent " hen a PP roached fro,n 

V “• • t0 observ e details in the forest that 
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NELSON LAKES NATIONAL PARK 


Lake Angelus 
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.Mt Robert WIffl 


Coldwater Hut 
Lake Head Hut ~ : %, ' v 


>o.. ■ : 


$H63 io 
Kawatiri 
Junction 


Lake Retotii 


A trip up to the alpine tarn of Lake Angelus, nestled 
in a glacial basin high above Lakes Rotoroa and 
Rotoiti, is one of the classic tramps in the Nelson 
Lakes National Park. This lake, at 1600 metres 
above sea level, can be reached by a number o 
routes, some more exposed to the elements than 
others. The Robert Ridge route is the most popular 
approach to the lake, and justifiably so, but shou 
only be tackled in good weather as the ridge is very 
exposed for several hours along its length, wit no 
easy escape route if conditions turn nasty. T e a e 
and nearby spacious hut can be visited in an or 
nary weekend, although an extra day spent among 
the rocky tops of the range - possibly inc u ing 
scramble up Mt Angelus - would be a memora 

addition to this tramp. . / R o n metres), if reached by car, will 

The high-altitude start at Mt Robert c £ r P ^ t0 a bushline shelter and the 
be appreciated as you zigzag steeply up t e 1 experience from the climb 

1421-metre-high Mt Robert just above, ny aroun d: down to the left and right, 
should drop away as the stunning views un ° f ores ted basins, and across a 

where both Lakes Rotoroa and Rotoiti lie era direction. Allow one- 

—My adless array of A*.« k . 
and-a-halt to two hours to reach the r r 


Duration 2 days 
Grade Moderate 

Time 11-14 hours total. Mt 
Robert carpark to Angelus Hut 
(26 bunks, stove) via Robert 
Ridge: 6-7 hours. Angelus Hut 
to Coldwater Hut (6 bunks, 
wood stove) or Lake Head Hut 
(30 bunks, wood stove): 3-4 
hours. Lake Head Hut to St 
Arnaud: 2-3 hours. 

Maps St Arnaud N29, 
Murchison M29, Nelson Lakes 
Parkmap 273/05 

Access Take the West Bay 
Road from SH 63, about 2 km 
west of St Arnaud, and follow this via a series of 
switchbacks to the Mt Robert carpark. 
Alternative Routes An alternative exit is 
via Speargrass Creek. Summer side trip to Mt 
Angelus, via Sunset Saddle. Water taxis are 
available to the jetty by Coldwater Hut 
Information DOC St Arnaud, Ph 03 521 1806 
Warning! The route climbs to 1800 metres in 
this alpine area and is very exposed to sudden 
changes of weather. Particular care is required if 
snow is lying on the ridgetops, when ice axe and 
crampons may be necessary. 


St Arn aud 
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< sharp climb is behind you, you can enjoy ihe gently uriduJatirig r j,u u 
o south. This is the route to bake Angelus, and although it climbs u * 


Once this 

leads oil to the ,mm». * ■>’ .. —«.«« <nim/u^ii n enrnfos to < 

1800 metres it is nowhere near as steep as the initial haul up from the road. The' ** 
passes above basins to the east, where buildings belonging to the former Mt Roberric 
Club can be spotted on what was one of the oldest club fields in the country. j n g f L! 
visibility this open tops travel should present no difficulty, as the track is well worn hv 
countless pairs of boots and frequent poles guide the way. 


Various high points are encountered along the increasingly shattered ridge. First 
you come to Flagtop (1690 m), then you carry on down to a saddle just north of Julius 
Summit. At 1794 metres, this craggy peak is normally bypassed to the west, but in snowy 
or icy conditions it is usually safer to remain on the crest of the ridge rather than to at¬ 
tempt a potentially risky traverse. Some three to four hours after leaving the bushline the 
ridge drops a little. The track skirts scree slopes where necessary to avoid sharper sections 

above, before reaching a broad saddle between Speargrass Creek and a view down into 
the Angelus Basin. 


Speargrass Creek provides an alternative exit back to the valley if necessary. There is 
a . 3SS F ‘ at ’ feaChed after a three-hour descent, and from here it is 

than the riHt> T t0 * a ^Robert carpark. This valley is considerably more sheltered 
than the ridge above and ts the recommended bad-weather escape from Angelus Hut, 
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r.geius Hut, Nelson Lakes National Park 


especially during the winter months when the upper reaches of Hukere Stream may be 
covered with snow and ice. 

The idyllic Lake Angelus and its palatial hut now lie directly below, with only 15 
minutes scrambling down a rocky ridge and an easy few minutes across tussock as 
to the hut. Pause awhile before you start your descent to stu y t e map an 
possible routes for the following day’s exploration around t is arren ye v y 

P Angelus Hut has mattresses for 26 trampers (although this “““^dfofpknty 
ceeded), a stove (coal usually provided) but nq coo mg^«' 1 ^ place for overseas 

of international company over the summer mon . d ound t he fragile 

visitors as well as New Zealanders. Camping is actively " a « who are 

lakeshore, but nearby Hinapouri Tarn provides a quieter alternative 

prepared to carry camping gear along Robe ^ Rl ge * , • shoulc i be included if at all 

An extra day spent wandering around is p c b m bed without any special 

possible. In summer, the 2075 -metre Mt Ange us ca acrQSS Nelson Lakes National 

equipment from Sunset Saddle, offering spectacu ar ^ on t h e hut balcony with 

hark. Alternatively, the whole day could just as easl ^ oc ^ s an( i tussocks that 

a good book, or indulging in some alpine botany among 

fringe the lake. 
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Their is a contrasting and interesting return route from the Angelu, g.. 

IVavrrs Valley and hack In St Arnaud via the verdant Ifukere Stream IheT' 0 ''' 
the lakeshoie drops steeply through binds and scree slopes into the headwate Z* 
llnkerr Stream; care should be taken here, as slippery tussocks and small waterslid 
to lie negotiated. The track through this rough alpine basin is well marked widT"** 
and poles. and soon enters beech forest that grows alongside the tumbling str ' 

C ascade Track, which follows the true right of this stream, is a visual delight wbh' ^ 
subtle shade of green represented along the way. It weaves steeply downhill h ^ 
mossv boulders and lichen-draped mountain beech trees, verv tvDical nf ,h„ f een 
encountered in the Nelson Lakes area. XP e forest *W* 

There is a drop of 1000 metres from Lake Angelus to the Travers River and after n. 
to three knee-punishing hours of descent the final hour of gentle vallev travel n T 
CoMwater Hut (six bunks, wood stove in the porch) or Lake Head er 0 

wood stove) ,s a most welcome change. There is a good track along the true left slwl 
broad valley, and the Travers River can usually be crossed when § , d fttm 

Lake Head Hut if you are heading back by thfs route Should the° U m ° St op P° site 
use the swingbridge half an hou/up the 7 ^ 

or remain on the western shores all the way out ^ C ° nfIuence ’ 

foftowsZ wrrSoStt 1 ^- Mt h R ° bert Carpark ’ the Lakeside Tra * -hrch 

From Coldwater Hut amble throne*" 1 ' 7 * 0ption a * tp,0LI gfi it is slightly longer, 
with isolated rata and kll to iA TT?7^ ^ ^ and black *** along 
uphill stretch along the road leads T th Mt Robert R ° ad after about three hours - A final 
Alternatively,^ the « a « point of the trip. 

and entering the Rotoiti mainland ■ i 6 ake ’ startln g at the larger Lake Head Hut 
approached. The concept of a mainl " d^TT 31 ' 0 " 3rea 35 the vUla g e of St Amaud is 
ied area, usually with definite nhvs' iV IS 3 ? d “ t0 eradicate a l* pests within a control- 
The success Of this project and’ ,,-,"" b ° U , ndaries across which reinfestation is unlikely, 
apparent when the all-too-silent foZ °r CrS *' ke ^ around the country, will become 
0t blrd -Hv Sdent forests New Zealand once again echo to the sound 
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Mataki Lodge* 


Mole Hut. 
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Tiraumed Hut 
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Duration 2-3 days 
Grade Moderate 

Time 16-17 hours total. 
Mataki Lodge to Mole Hut 
(4 bunks) or Mole Saddle: 

3 hours. Mole Saddle to 
Tiraumea Hut (6 bunks): 

3-4 hours. Tiraumea Hut 
to D'Urville River: 2 hours. 
D'Urville River to Mole Saddle 
via Bull Creek: 5 hours. Mole 
Saddle to Mataki Lodge: 3 
hours. 

Maps Matakitaki M30, 
Murchison M29 

Access From Murchison, take 
the Tutaki Road South to 
Mataki Lodge (about 35 km) 

Alternative Route An easier 
and gentler trip than the one 
described below would be to 
go only as far as Mole Tops, 
either basing yourself at the 
hut or camping by one of the 
many tarns on top. 
Information Visitor 

, ... cifnatM i at information centre, Murchison, Ph 03 523 9350 

The Mole Tops and D Urville Valley are situated a 

the western edge of the Nelson Lakes National Park, 

and see far fewer visitors than the more popu 

areas around St Amaud. This tramp offers a muemre Uent views acr oss to the 

of gentle beech forests, expansive easily be rea ched along a good 

Nelson Lakes mountains. The wi e °P P , variety of routes is possible, 

bush track from Tutaki b y tlwiug the 

The track up Jameson Ridg angling away uphill to the crest of 

north bank of the Mole Stream or a s ° r ^ a we H- m arked track, which is never too 
the ridge. Walk below tall stands o re a ft er two . an d-a-half hours. The Mole 

steep and climbs steadily to emerge at ie _ ^ situate U back down the stream below. 

Hut (a cosy, recently upgraded tou ™ twards tor SO nie 300 metres to a narrow 

and is best reached by following the bushlme eastwar 


D'Urville Hul 


lakt floftJTOia 
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stivam basin, then heading down-valley nearly as far as the hush «j 
located on a narrow terrace above, on the true left of the creek " ^ ^ mi] hm « 
11 you intend to carry on into the Tiraumea Valley, continue UD u m i 
bypass the hut. Poles mark the route from the forest edge to the broa J v \ * rul 
die, where a cluster of small boggy tarns nestles in a depression ** ' UW ' Urmx * *d- 
The actual Mole Tops lie south of the saddle and are worth exploring th 
the main is easy tussock and scree across broad ridges and tarn-filled basi r ^ ‘ n 
camping on these tops would allow more time to be spent here and would I Wmn * r ' 
evening views across to the Mahanga and Travers ranges. With limited time' u° prov,de 
quick circuit along the broad ridges to the south of the saddle offers excellent * 

the ranges and down to Lake Rotoroa; allow three to four hours for this side trfaf"* 
the Mole Saddle. tn P from 

A poled route leads northwards from the 
saddle into the Tiraumea catchment, first along 
an open, tussocky ridge to the bushline, then 
down through pleasant beech forest to a river. 
The track does a lot more up and down than is 
apparent from the map, as it sidles above this 
tributary of the Tiraumea River, eventually drop¬ 
ping steeply to open flats and the tidy six-berth 
Tiraumea Hut. Allow at least three hours from 
Mole Saddle, and longer if you are tackling the 
route in reverse. 

The track from Tiraumea Hut to the 
D’Urville River is a pleasantly gentle 150 -metre 
climb. It passes initially through beech forest 
as far as the 672-metre Tiraumea Saddle, then 
heads more steeply down through a mixture 
of totara, matai and kamahi to the open valley 
floor. 

The D’Urville Hut (ten bunks), by the 
shores of Lake Rotoroa, is a further halt-hour 
down the valley, but our route turns south tor 
a kilometre before heading up the first obvious 
side creek, coming in from the true left. This £ 

Bull Creek, and it can be slow going as the tn»v ^ 
is no longer maintained, although it is |1,Jl e 
from time to time. The route does, howe^ 
provide an interesting boulder-hopputg^ 
stream-crossing exercise in a pretty vallev. 1 
ing back up to the Mole Saddle from the vJ 1 
. . tloor in about four to five hours. j 

At the saddle, pick up the poled route into Mole .Stream, which can he 
u way own to the road as an alternative to the Jameson Kidjte route. Altei ha 




M ***** • 






Cromng the OVrville River 














hour you pass the Mole Hut, from where the track enters the forest, initially following 
the true left bank of the stream, then the true right and finally in the bed itself. From 
here on, the going is easy on the true left by the river, before the path finally climbs up 
to a terrace and joins a broad farm track to the farm boundary fence. It is only a short 
stroll from here across paddocks to a final crossing of Mole Stream and a scramble up to 
the road below Mataki Lodge. 
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Lake Rotoroa from the Mole Tops 












Mcrirg emi 


' Cgpie&tone 
Boarmans fld h 
5N69, Reefton 


Map Reefton L30 

Access At Cronadun, 11 km 
north of Reefton on SH 69, 
turn onto Boatmans Road; the 
route starts at the roadend 
(6 km) 

Alternative Route Continue 
down the Montgomerie and 
Waitahu river valleys to exit 
at the Gannons Road bridge, 
then cross the saddle to 
Capleston (8-9 hours). 

ph 03 732 8472 , Kin r Track ° ffers a ** ■—«<» 

beware of old w„Z ’ T'" 9 fre< i uenti y visited Victoria Conservation Park, 

mineshafts 0rkln9s ’ unstaW e structures and srirrated west of the Main Divide between Reefton 

and Inangahua. This range of rugged bush-clad 
I mountainsides and open tussock tops offers a great 
weekend trip, with superb views over the Paparoas 
Mt Cook Th<al-i . . . anc ^ ^ own crest of the Southern Alps to Aoraki/ 

Area. It saw in * d ,I"” ‘ S stee P ed in bistory, being part of the Reefton Goldfields 

bv William v ^ ears ° nveose mining activity following on from the 1896 discovery. 

existence fri, ,r n an V 0fg0 d ' beilring qUartz high on the hiU now be*™* bis name. The 
hm kT f , h l fi, ! e ' rwa " s Track ’ which P asses through forest to a comfortable bushline 

in the inangahuI/Reefton r atea n . d pmemW ' x of the "ho searched for gold 

The track starts at the now defonct goldminers’ settlement of Capleston. 17 kilometres 
north of Reefton at the end of Boatmans Road. Back in the late 1800s these grass- and 
gorse-covered flats apparently boasted seven hotels, built to support a population of over 
a thousand. I he legacy of these industrious times lies scattered throughout the region 
in the form of various old mining sites, fenced-otf shafts and drives, derelict huts and 
batteries, and a perfectly graded pack track, which this route follows. 


Kirwans Track 

Duration 2 days 
Grade Moderate 

Time 11-14 hours total. 
Capleston to Kirwans Hut 
(12 bunks, stove with coal 
provided): 5-6 hours. Kirwans 
Hut to Kirwans Hill: 1-2 hours 
return. 


VICTORIA 


CONSERVATION 
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Kirwans Nut / 
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Uu- mmal .0 rnmu.cs nun the rnmlvm! star., „ rotting llrilly , (h , 

«** ami |ws along an old road line through farmland an,I info ihr f„rjI b, Jk 
Ms down through a manmade tunnel, used to diver, water from nearby bar.ery she, 
betore abruptly erossmg Boatmans Creek on a long swingbridge (o the true left bank The 
genth undulating track now passes through fine specimens of the dominant red beech 
to cross, after about an hour, a substantial wooden bridge leading back to the true right 
bank. Shortly after this, the junction of Boatmans Creek and Topffer Creek is reached 
and a further bridge crosses to the true left of Topffer Creek, where the track starts its 
long. steady climb up to the bushline. 


This is an extremely well-graded path as it heads up the spur, sidling in and out of 
narrow side creeks, and with occasional zigzags up steeper sections to gain about 900 
metres of elevation in three to four hours. Expect to be accompanied through the forest 
by friendly fantails, tomtits and bush robins, and if you are lucky you may also spot a 
day kaka off the track. 


As the bushline is approached, a clearing with an old ruined hut is passed before a 
side trail leads steeply uphill from the main pack track for 15 minutes (and not really the 
half-hour that is indicated) to the well-designed and spacious Kirwans Hut, complete with 
its large frontage of panorama windows. This 12-bunk hut (stove with coal provided) is 
located in a clearing on the 1297-metre-high Kirwans Hill, and has views on a fine day 
down the length of the Southern Alps to Aoraki/Mt Cook on the distant horizon, some 
220 kilometres away. Closer at hand is the rugged Paparoa Range, rising above the Inan- 
gahua Valley to the west, with the southern outliers of the Victoria Range poking above 
the twisted beech forest around the hut. The obvious scar of the Garvey Creek Coal Mine 
to the southwest cannot be missed among the otherwise virgin ridges and valleys. 



Tlic open tops around Kirwans I lill provide an even better panorama and ,h 
not be missed so long as the weather is fine. The extra 45-minute walk from the h" 
worth the effort, especially if you time it to enjoy a memorable sunset over a sizeable" 
ot the top half of the South Island. The track up through the final section of forest T 
tussock- and scrub-covered ridge is straightforward, leading directly to a command!' 

high point at 1315 metres. The trie 

nninf 1/ J __r r>ll • « ~ ^ 
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twning at Kirwans Hut, Victoria Conservation Park 




point of Kirwans Hill itself is slightly 
lower and to the west of here, while 
an outlier summit at the eastern 
end of these limited open tops looks 
down to the forested depths of Kir¬ 
wans Creek and the Montgomerie 
Valley beyond. 

On a clear day the views from 

this isolated hill are stunning, from 

the obvious blocky top of Mt Owen, 

framed in a saddle to the north, 

down the rugged crest of the Victoria 

Range to Mt Rolleston at Arthur’s 

Pass, Mt Evans and Mt Whitcombe 

at the head of the Wanganui River, 

and its neiohk™,,-- , . , and a U the way to Aoraki/Mt Cook 

half-hour return 8 peaksthe far sou 'h. Remember to take a torch for the gloomy 
nail hour return trip through the forest back to the hut. 

the Waitahu Rive ^ rac ^y°P s atee Pb b" m the hut to Montgomerie Valley and down to 
of“ u hfX„ e " ab m g a ? drCUi ' ° f ‘ he area t0 ba mada - aJ14 kilometres 

route is realisticail * r” ui 4WD road ’ s0 retumi,l 8 alon « 'he previous day s ascent 
ing The round trin^ T ^ and m ” b *«« »P«on. If you are planning on mak- 

Ihfadr; p TattlTr *° *° ' he <”* “ Cannons 

Capleston* P “ hoUr over tbe low ' scrubb f sa ‘ Wle the start of the track at 

Hut „„ l„r a . n T ber °f interesting exploratory trips that can be made around Kirwans 
the saddl Th ^ irwans ^ eward Mine, just a short distance below the main track over 
thes e e rema ’ ns an aef i a l ropeway with buckets attached can still be seen at 
house^ ><?n | t aSt WOr ^* n ^ s ’ further downhill the ruins of Mrs Flannigan’s boarding 
v, , • l , aU )e f° und hi a bush clearing. Some time spent beforehand at the extensive and 
vi) ui unnative displays at Reefton Visitor Centre will give a fuller perspective on the 
lastmating history of this region. 
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LEWIS PASS NATIONAL RESERVE 


Lake Daniell 



■ "5^7 to Lewis Pass 
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Man sop-Nichols 
Memorial Hut 


pelfSErm 


H? to Spiings Junction 


Duration 2 days 
Grade Easy 

Times 6 hours total. SH 7 to 
Manson-Nichols Memorial Hut 
(sleeps 24, stove with coal 
provided): 3 hours. 

Maps Springs Junction L31, 
Lewis M31 

Access SH 7,10 km west 
of Maruia Springs. Pick-ups 
and drop-offs, plus safe car 
parking, can be arranged 
with Maruia Springs Thermal 
Resort, Ph 03 523 8840. 

Information DOC Reefton, Ph 
03 732 8472 


The trip to Lake Daniell is a perfect introduction to the delights of getting away from 
the main highway for a night, and a good first tramp for enthusiastic children. The track 
through the forest is very gentle and leads to a comfortable hut by a tranquil lake, com¬ 
plete with a stove for cold evenings and state-of-the-art Rota-loos instead of the usual 
smelly long-drop. A spot of early morning fishing from the boat jetty as mist drifts over 
the water completes the idyllic weekend away, although others may have the same idea 
and consequently the hut at Lake Daniell can get crowded. 

The track starts at Marble Hill, 10 minutes’ drive west of the hot pools at Maruia 
Springs. There are several DOC campsites within a few hundred metres of each other 
by the forest edge, a good place to spend Friday night before setting off for the lake the 
next morning. 

The track is of a high standard all the way, mostly through delightfully lush beech 
forest interspersed with a few grassy river flats. Upon entering the forest, the track soon 
crosses a small bridge over the Maruia River, where the clear blue waters are funnelled 
through a narrow gorge. Alluvial gold has apparently been found here, giving this section 
of river the nickname the Sluice Box. 

The track then follows above the Alfred River, passing beneath large stands of red 
beech where a mixture of broadleaf species, mosses and ferns smothers the forest floor. 


to* 
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U'nlinue lor an hour or so lo a well-positioned bench sho o,, i . L 

Al, ' v ' 1 aml lvl1 r ' v,, rs. Oiue, no doubt, this altered a view ' h * 

h '™ *'™,h has now obscured the outlook. W ‘ W d ‘ Wn (o «W fork' t 

Noon alter, the track leaves the Alfred River and fdit o. ' ’* 

t0 lak ‘‘ l)a "iell. I. is only a short distance aroundl’TV ^ Fr ”" V f . 
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LEWIS PASS NATIONAL RESERVE 


Lewis Pass Tops 
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rl :-pjTJ« Miruia Springs 

Tlierma I ftesort 


Duration 2 days 
Grade Moderate 

Time 11-13 hours total. 
Lewis Pass to Brass Monkey 
Biv (2 bunks): 6-7 hours. 
Brass Monkey Biv to Lewis 
Pass Highway via Rough 
Creek: 5-6 hours. 

Maps Lewis M31, Trackmap 
335/06 

Access From SH 7,500 metres 
west of Lewis Pass (920 m). 
Pick-ups and drop-offs, plus 
safe car parking, can be 
arranged with Maruia Springs 
mermai tsesort, rn 03 523 8840. 


SH 7 to 
Springs Juntlfon 


This classic tops trip in the Lewis Pass area is very 
accessible from the main highway and offers a fine 
tramp above the bushline with very expansive views 
for much of the time. A couple of rocky summits 
are climbed en route, and you have the opportunity 
of staying at a cute little tarnside bivvy hut. By 
starting near the crest of the Lewis Pass, at 920 
metres, a lot of the hard uphill work is taken out of 
the trip. However, there is still enough to keep the 
hillclimbers happy, with the long descent reserved 
for the end of the tramp on the second day. 

A signed track leads uphill from SH 7, 500 metres west of the Lewis Pass, passing 
through patches of open scrub and into mature beech forest to emerge at the well-defined 
bushline after an hour or so. Poles lead from here up onto the undulating ridge above, 
which is followed over a carpet of delightfully springy alpine grasses and a scattering of 
small tarns. 

The route is unmarked after these tarns, but obvious enough in clear visibility, drop¬ 
ping over a rocky knoll to a saddle before climbing steeply up to The Apprentice. At 1678 
nietres this peak is the highest point reached on this tramp, and is about three hours from 
th e highway. Mt Technical (1870 m) can also be climbed from here. Its northwest ridge 
°ffers a fairly tricky scramble, although this can be avoided by skirting above Lucretia 
Creek to the south until a suitable scree-filled gully leads directly to the top. 

The route continues to the summit of Lucretia along the narrowing ridge, which is 


Alternative Route From the pass above the 
Blue Grey Valley, follow the poled route heading 
south down to the bushline and on to Lake 
Christabel Hut (2-3 hours). Return to the road 
from the hut (5-6 hours). 

Information Hurunui Visitor Information 
Centre, Ph 0800 442 663 
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’ a ll ' w rHck y t( wers along the way (these can easily he bvnass, I r 

7, 0IK , hls Slln '"’ lt ' Wlth Vlews across a large section of the lewhL, ' """"“'D 
valleys, the ridge carries on in a southwesterly direction over a „ l f\ rnnm ^ 

umd an obvious tarn draining into Duchess Stream can’be seen below 1 ™"^. 1,1,1 ^ 
descend to a small, definite saddle occupied by some picture*™ tl T ' mpo,m - 
coloured garden shed’. This shed is the Brass Monkey Biv, which has recemfib 
renovated by enthusiastic volunteers and now provides perfect sn, 
for two people. As its name implies, the 

ess sunshine, and at 1300 metres the bivvy can get quite cold. Nevertheless it make, 

an excellent overnight stop along the way. Note that toilets are not provided so ensure 

that the area around these small tarns and One Mile Creek, which drains them is kept 
tree ot human waste. ’ F 

From Brass Monkey Biv there is a choice of routes around to the pass above Roush 
Creek. It is a strenuous climb from the bivvy back up to the ridgetop first thing in the 
morning, but with clear visibility this is a better option than the Jong sidle around the 
upper basin of One Mile Creek. This sidle crosses a few scree slopes and tussock shelves, 
before heading up to the broad ridge overlooking the Blue Grey River. 

Once the first rocky lump on the ridge has been gained, the route then continues 
to Pt 1674, from where a ridge leads southwards to the popular summit of the Grand 
Duchess. Our route to the head of Rough Creek follows the increasingly narrow main 
ridge, with a scattering of avoidable rock towers. The final peak overlooking the Blue 
Grey River is quite craggy and steep to climb down; a better option would be to descend 
the gully that drops from just below the summit to the headwaters of One Mile Creek. A 



ink rrtmny, 





couple of small tarns are passed en route, before a short climb leads back onto the now 
broad ridge heading north. 

The going is now considerably easier along this soft, grassy ridge, which curls around 
the head of the Blue Grey Valley to a high ‘pass’ above Rough Creek, about three hours 
from the bivvy. Drop your packs by the wooden pole marking the pass and stroll uphill 
for five minutes to a flat-topped summit overlooking Lake Christabel, nestled among a 
swathe of thickly forested ridges and valleys. This is a perfect lunch stop on a clear day. 

The poled route over this pass is followed down and across the tussock basin at the 
head of Rough Creek to a well-marked track into the forest. The name is apt, as it is fairly 
steep and overgrown in places, but the track is always adequately marked as it follows one 
side or the other of the small creek, crossing frequently. The route is barred by sporadic 
tree falls, but it is easy to pick up the trail beyond these obstructions. The 900-metre 
descent from the pass back to the highway takes between two and three hours. 

The track emerges from the forest five kilometres west of Maruia Springs Thermal 
Resort; if prior transport arrangements have not been made, it may be possible to hitch 
a ride along this fast section of road. Otherwise, allow 45 minutes for the walk back to 
the hot pools, by which time they will be appreciated even more. 
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LEWIS PASS NATIONAL 


Nina Valley & 

Devilskin Saddle 


RESERVE 


j 

1 


Duration 2 days 
Grade Moderate 

Time 10 hours total. SH 7 (by 
Palmer Lodge) to Nina Hut 
(10 bunks, stove): 3 hours. 
Nina Hut to Devils Den Biv (2 
bunks): 2 hours. Devils Den 
Biv to SH 7 via Doubtful Valley 

or over Sylvia Tops: 5 hours. 

Maps Boyle M32, Lewis M31 
Access Lewis Pass Road (SH 

7), 12 km north of Engineers 
Camp 

Alternative Route In good 
weather, travel from Devilskin 
Saddle along Sylvia Tops and 
back down to the Nina Valley. 
This takes roughly the same 
time as carrying on over to 
the Doubtful Valley. 

Information Hurunui Visitor 
Information Centre, Ph 0800 
442 663 



BmdStrm 


Nina ftiver 


The Devils 
Rampart 


Doubtful Hut 


Pai&tfulRh 




X 


The Nina Valley provides one of the most popi 
trips in the Lewis Pass area, being a gentle for 
The new Nina Hut hi- walk, following the delightful Nina River at tim 

far better than th I u/ * s s * tuate d in an open clearing with views of the toj 

A trip over Devilsfo ^ am P an d shady valley on the far bank of the riv< 

and open valley tr 1 °m ^ f ° ^ doubtful Valley provides a nice balance of forest* 
new DeviN Den Biv^ ** ° n ^ °Pb° n °f a night on the actual saddle in the bran 

a swingbridge over^ ”PP 0S ite Palmer Lodge (a NZ Deerstalkers’Association hut), crossin 
forest are quite enclr ^' ver before entering beech forest. Sections through thi 

* ens, the resuli ^ ln ? as ^ ou P ass stands of stunted trees draped with mosses an* 

•is, a *"■* 

ie Nina River are reached in about one hour, where some deef 












. .. ——• 

sUW. with some ups and downs as a tew small side'cmTV" ** " ,hl " vallf >' 

emerges onto a dracophyllum-covered knollwhere the 10-bunk Mini Zs^tlly ,td 
some 200 metres south of the river. pmetriy sited 

Devilskin Saddle is a further two hours from here, and would make a fine place to 
stop for the night if nobody else got there first. From the Nina Hut a rising travels d£ 
into Blind Stream up which the track leads steeply to the bushline, with Le pulling on 
tree roots and rocks along the way. A further 20 minutes weaving through tall tussock 
and the occasional Spaniard bush leads to the narrow Devilskin Saddle (1234 m). The 
new bivvy hut, the Devils Den (two bunks, rainwater barrel), was built in 2008, and is 
perched in a commanding spot just above and to the west of the saddle. 

The route over Sylvia Tops starts here with a steep climb through subalpine scrub 
to open grasslands above. Excellent campsites by small tarns can be found along these 
tops, taking about two and a half hours to reach Pt 1624. A broad spur leads down to 
the bushline where a large marker shows the way into the forest and, after a further two 
hours, down to the Nina River. There is no longer a walkwire across the river, but easy 
fords in normal flow lead back to the main Nina Valley track and the highway. 

For the all-weather route over to the Doubtful Valley, follow poles down from the 
saddle and into Devilskin Stream at the bushline This takes longer than it appears due 
to the minefield of aggressive Spaniards and the occasional hole - both well disguised by 
long, thick tussock grass. 

At the bushline the track contours well above the stream on the true left all the way 
to the Doubtful Valley below, fording the river to reach the old Doubtful Hut (two bunks, 
fireplace) in about three hours from the saddle. For the final gentle two hours back to the 
highway refer to the Lake Man chapter on page 56. 
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Like Man 


LEWIS PASS NATIONAL RESERVE 



Duration 2 days 
Grade Moderate 

Time 13-15 hours total. SH 
7 to Lake Man Biv (2 bunks): 

5 hours. Lake Man Biv to SH 7 
via Lake Man and the Doubtful 
Range: 8-10 hours. 

Maps Lake Sumner L32, Boyle 
M32 

Access Lewis Pass Road (SH 
7), 1 km north of Engineers 
Camp 

Alternative Route In poor 
weather you can cross the 
1300-metre-high saddle 
directly from Lake Man Biv to 

*eHope R i„i„ s ,ea d „f tr a wrsi „ gthe Doubtfcl Th t0 Lake Man ^ offthe ^ 

Information HumnniVki,nr inf , , track, winch is probably just as well since the bush- 

Ph 0800 442 663 **' ' ^ SleepS 0nl >' three at a »)<«*»• Combined 

With a return trip over the Doubtfiil Range, it is a 

I classic weekend tramp, with a blend of river valley 
and mountaintop travel, plus a side trip to a wild 
T , . alpine lake. 

neers Camnn m!*/ wac ^ n g through the Boyle River about a kilometre west of Engi- 
road) For o nSH CarS Can be parked more safel X here than right by the side of the 

bareLV ° 18 n0t yet 3 die ' hard Kiwi ^mper,** possible to cross the Boyle 

barefoot, since the remaining 14 hours are potentially dry. 

n 3 terrace on the far bank and follow easy sheep tracks through thickets of 

riv f| 0Un “ te ^ FUe of the Doubtful River. This track, now marked, follows the 

D Kfii’ Wth 3 feW incursions int0 the beec b forest, to reach the small and run-down 
ou t Hut (sleeps two) after about two hours. Continue along the flats for an hour 
o t e junction with Kedron River, where a signpost points up to the bivvy. The track is 
initially steep but well marked through the thick forest understorey, before easing off to 
reach the cheerful orange tin shed that is Lake Man Biv some two hours from the valley 
floor. As the bivvy has only two bunks and floor space for one or two more, it is advisable 
either to carry a tent or arrive early on weekends. 

Lake Man itself is about an hour above the bivvy, and makes an ideal side trip in the 
afternoon if you plan to return to the highway the way you came. Alternatively, a visit 
















to the lake ran lie combined with tlu* next <1 1 

trip of right hours or more over the \)rm\mLi al,hou « h th " for a return 

h. easy alpine herMWUb. Pm , waterfall ^VJTiTrilTbf ta,,h fr " m Man Biv 

» bnm ' sMI ,hal a »8 k ' s W towards the outlet stream o th l’T "7T* ^ w ‘ in 
easy blufls on the true left of the outlet waterfalls I,.t i h , lake ' A ,horl ’"""’ble up 
nevertheless attractive alpine tarn set a ,none tot reC ' ly,ht lakp ’ 3 but 

There are a number of poX tUSwk sl "P- 

culminates in the 1782-metre-high Mt Lakeman Proh hi 7 l ° ' he r ° cky ndge that 
around the lake for about 10 minutes before ho- a T e easiest involves sidling 

southwest. This soon leads toT^S^ 8 Vf? ,hp 

ascended via a rocky scramble from this 8 M ‘ Lakema "’ ” >* 

The ridge down to a broad saddle below (separating Kedron River and Pussy Stream) 
ts quite sharp and exposed. It is possible to bypass most of the difficulties on the nortfr 
em side, but care should be taken as the rock is quite loose in places. The springy alpine 
cushton plants that cover the slope down to the marshy and tarn-dotted sadX are a 
welcome contrast to the rocky terrain above. This is a good spot for some early lunch, as 
it is some three hours steady travel from the bivvy. 



morning near Lake Man Biv 





A poled route leads directly from Lake Man Biv over this saddle to Pussy Stream 
the Hope River. In bad weather this provides a more sheltered return route, altho^h 
is considerably longer than that over the tops: allow nine hours from here via the tl!^ 
Valley to the highway. ^ 


From a large tarn on the saddle, ascend the steep, broad hillside above to the main 
ridge of the Doubtful Range. This is easily followed, and affords great views to the north 
and south over Lake Sumner Forest Park and further afield. Mt Murray is reached after 
about three hours. From here, a tongue of tussock leads to the bush edge, where an 
untracked but fairly open route heads down broad, forested slopes to the sheep tracks 

along the Lower Doubtful Valley. You can then rejoin the previous day s track to return 
to the Boyle River crossing and the highway. 








PAPAROA RANGE Buckland Peaks 



\2Sim l||5m 


Butkkwd Ck 


Auckland Peaks Nut 


SH6 to 
Murchison 


5H6 to 
Greymouth 


carpark & 
locked 


SH67 to W^slport 


Duration 2 iiys 
Grade Moderate 

Timt 13-15 hours total. 
Carpark to Buckland Peaks Hut 
(6 bunks): 6 hours. Buckland 
Peaks Hut to Buckland tops: 

2 hours. Buckland Peaks Hut 
to carpark: 4-5 hours. 

Map Westport K29 

Access From SH 6, a few 
kilometres east of SH 67 
(Westport) 

Information DOC Westport, 
Ph 03 7888008 


The Paparoa National Park takes its name from a range of rugged mountains situate 
near the West Coast, between Greymouth and Westport. Much of this area is accessi e 
only to the hardened tramper, involving much trackless route-finding and serious roc 
scrambling along the sharp granite tops. The two Paparoa mountaintop walks described 
in this book, however, make forays into either end of the range, giving the moderate 
tramper a taste of the unique flavour of the region without the drama. 

Their steep rise from sea level to over 1500 metres in a very short distance ma es 
the Paparoas subject to rapid weather changes and, in summer, the tops invaria y c ou 
over as the day warms up. Late autumn or even winter provide the visitor with more sta¬ 
ble weather patterns without this daily cloud cover, and the crystal-clear views down the 
length of the South Island more than compensate for the shorter and colder days. 

On SH 6, a couple of kilometres east of the Westport turnoff, is a sign to Buckland 
Peaks Track. The initial section of this walk is well-signposted and begins from a locked 
gate leading to open and uninteresting farmland. The 8-kilometre 4WD road across 







paddocks lo the start ofthe track, and conservation land, is for walkers only, pj^ 
that mountain bikers are not permitted to use this farm track. 

From here, the track climbs steeply through a short section o f manuka scrub 
the forest proper. The only water you pass until the hut is reached is a small ItT' 
on the true right of the track near the start. The well-marked track meanders th T* 
mature stands of hard beech with a rich understorey of ferns. Higher up the hillside ^ 
forest species include rata, kamahi and the unusual-looking mountain neinei with If, 
springy mosses underfoot. Listen out for the melodic song ofthe beilbirds, which 
to be quite prolific in this forest. ’ Seeni 

A ‘halfway house’ clearing in the bush provides a good rest stop, with fine views over 
the town of Westport and the Buller River winding its way towards the sea. A further hour 
or so through this delightfully varied forest brings you to the bushline and a section of 
subalpine scrub and tussock, with isolated pockets of forest largely comprising the locally 
common silver pine. DOC’s newly constructed Buckland Peaks Hut (six bunks) which 
was built to replace the older Venturers Hut, soon comes into view, nest led in a sheltered 

asm eow and to the northeast ofthe ridgetop. It is still common to hear great spotted 
kiwis calling in the forest at night near this hut. 

If the peaks are cloud-free, drop your pack at the hut and continue up the ridge, 
owing t e marker poles. From here there are views up and down the top end of the 

• S a ? ’ 3n< ^ ° n 3 c ^ ear da Y the obvious snow-covered Aoraki/Mt Cook massif is 

6 to t e south, at a distance of over 230 kilometres. 

It is worth the effort of making an early start for the Buckland Peaks themselves, thus 

ing t e equent cumulus build-up that occurs on most days in summer. Climb up 


1 









Winter sunset on Buckland Peaks, with view northwards to Karamea 


to a low saddle south of the hut and follow the broad ridge around to a second saddle. 
Ascend between interesting granite outcrops, with occasional rock cairns, to the high 
point of the Buckland Peaks, Pt 1325. Here, small tarns are tucked among strange rock 
formations and there is plenty of scope for exploration all around the open tops. In good 
weather it would be well worthwhile camping up here, where you can enjoy views south 
along the rugged spine of the Paparoas to the Southern Alps and north along the curving 

coastline towards Karamea. ,. 

To return, follow the same track back down from the hut through the orest, ta ng 
care to spot the tree markers as several false leads could inadvertently be ta en. 
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Inland Pack Track paparoa national park 


Duration 2 days 
Grade Moderate 

Time 11-12 hours total. 
Carpark to Ballroom: 2-3 
hours. Ballroom to Fossil 
(reek Camp: 2 hours. Fossil 
Creek Camp to Bullock Creek: 
2.5 hours. Bullock Creek 
to Pororari River: 2 hours. 
Pororari River to Punakaiki 
road bridge: 2.5 hours. 

Maps Punakaiki K30, Paparoa 
Parkmap 273/12 

Access Fox River carpark, 20 
minutes north of Punakaiki 
onSH6 

Alternative Route A quicker 



route back to the coast follows the Pororari River Ac a • 

Gorge Track, which branches off the Inland Pack • ^ ou dnve soutb fr° m Westport aiong the wind- 

Track at a ford over the Pororari River ln ^ an ^ billy coastal road to the start of this walk, 

Information DOC Punakaiki Ph 03 731 iso? remember that sections of the coastline here have 

Ptone for up-to-date information on river flow* m0t0rable onl >' since the late 1920s - f» r ^ 

before you leave years prior to the building of the road, access 

WARNING! A good knowledge of • U . P ^ d ° Wn this ru ^ ed stretch was possible only 

crossing techniques is imnnrtant f Vla a ser * es °f connecting pack tracks that ran some 

important for thrs trip. distance inland from the seemingly impassable 

coastline. Built in response to the opening up oi the 
goldfields, the inland trails were never popular with 
crossings and bouldery vail fl ^ ^^ ers ’ as f bey involved a great number ot river 
Consequently, the tracks fell’ h°°j S tilat P roved time-consuming for the laden ponies- 
and only survive today bv dinfHfV Sre P a * r ^ on S before the coast road was constructed, 
and spectacular landscape nffVi 6 3Ct ^ at P ass through some of the most unique 
The attraction of th i * ^ West Coast ’ 

Wa lk through this area oftemn^ ^ ac ^ ^ rac k for trampers increases annually. A two-hour 
y°u into the heart of some of rain ^ orest and precipitous limestone gorges can bring 

it ^ r0rn car park immedi- f I™ 08 * * m P ress i v e canyons in the country. 
e marked trail into the forest & ^, n ° rt ^ f be Fox River bridge (Tiromoana). follow J 
^rr-^-half-hour return d f 30 across dr *ed-up riverbeds to where the track s H ltv 
C ‘ es are essential and be ( -J fT “ possible fr «m here to the so-called Tourist Caves: 

fuI of stalactites at head height. 
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From this valley floor junction, the track 
River to continue upstream on its south bank. 
Acuities then consider returning, since further 
be deeper and swifter. 


crosses the broad but usually gentle Fox 
II this initial river crossing presents dif* 
crossings (there are plenty) will certainly 


before plunging back into the forest, stop to look at the lower sections of the gorge, 
where majestic southern ratas rise above the canopy like giant heads of broccoli. One of 
these trees can be found by the water’s edge as you emerge from the river crossing, its 
deep red flowers very characteristic of the West Coast forests in December and January. 

The track contours above the river, with a few minor ups and downs. Remember to 
pause now and again to gaze up at the towering limestone walls overhead, complete with 
hanging gardens clinging to their precipitous sides. Soon the trail drops once more to 
the riverside, from where the Inland Pack Track cuts the corner of the Dilemma Creek/ 
Fox River confluence. 

If time allows - and it should - recross the Fox River before entering the narrow, 
green gorge just above the Dilemma Creek junction; this is a great swimming spot on a 
warm afternoon. Continue for half an hour up this delightfully secluded limestone canyon, 
with a number of wet-boot crossings, to reach a massive limestone overhang known af¬ 
fectionately as the Ballroom. There is enough room to sleep an army of trampers under 
this water-sculptured wave of rock, although in heavy rain the porous limestone does 





only in the riverbed and S * tUated tke busb ^ metres away, firewood must be gathered 
darkness falls. Nevertheless* I^rT 1 ™ 8 Wl11 Steal any careIessI y stored foodstuffs once 
If the rain arrives du ' h 3 r °° m * s a bivouac rock par excellence, 
risk crossing a flooded riv^ r ^ be P re P arec l to sit out the high water rather than 
proximity of the Paparoa ^ , 1VCrS * n tb * s area r * se a nd fall very rapidly owing to the 
this respect could prevent a^ra &rea J ust ^ kilometres upstream, and patience in 
The route south t ^ T* 

canyon from its junctionhalf Pu ” akaiki foIlows the enticingly enclosed Dilemma Creek 
Way up this narrow, pictured H ° Ur downstrea m from the Ballroom. There is only one 
crossings. The track is general^ ?° rge ’ inv °l v mg wet boots during the numerous river 
; ,Ver ’ alt kough after periods of fl a"' 0118 ’ With limited opportunity to stray far from * 

* n ^otiate. A sign marks the there ^ be falIen trees and newly scoured pack 

Zr PSi,K here and ven ^ F ° SsU Creek «■» main orp * 

ZZ . ' S " d “* d and shady bare ^ U P «» ™in valley), and the route o 
'J tke *' ox and Bullock Cre ^ stream hed before climbing up to a dividing m . 
the I lr f k - Tills is still ||to s . k catchm ents. Tall beech and rimu trees doniu^ fe ^ 
wer u ' U ",t r « r <'«h hide ~ T"* “ do “ray from the .narked trail sin* 

Wy SUI1 'waging in °T potholes - as plenty of moas would ««*■ 













«7^ «*% «*m py 

Wlore rejoining the track along an old logging trail. The ^turefnrL^of'^eechwd’rimu 

* ' " S r . K1 0t fcrns ' and lichens, makes the route over to th wi 

Rtm a dehgh tul complement to the rocky gorges so far encountered. 

A er ending the Pororari - easy in normal flow but impassable in flood - the true 
pack track continue, southwards via a low saddle through pleasant sections of mi«d 
broadleaf tores, before dropping down to the Punakaiki River. A quicker route back 
to the coast follows the Pororari River Gorge Track, which branches off the Inland Pack 
Track about 100 metres beyond the ford. This takes an hour and passes some inviting 
swimming holes along the way. The main route involves a gentle stroll along the left bank 
from the ford, which takes you to the road bridge, complete with the sound of West Coast 
breakers. Finish the tramp with a short walk along the road to Punakaiki township and 

a well-deserved coffee at one of the increasing number of cafes that have sprung up here 
in recent years. 
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Croesus Track & paparoa range 

Moonlight Valley 



Ml RyaH 1220m 


Croesus knob f2Q3i 


SHS toGreymouth 


emoriatHtit 


Duration 2 days 
Grade Moderate 

Time 12-13 hours total. 

,‘ oark to Ces Clark Hut 
20 hunks, stove with coal 
provided): 4 hours. Ces Clark 
Hut to camp above Moonlight 
Valley: 4 hours. Camp above 
Moonlight Valley to Andersons 
Flat (21 km from Blackball): 

4-5 hours. 

Maps Ahaura K31, Paparoa 
Parkmap 273/12 

Access From Greymouth, 
follow the north bank of the 
Grey River to the Taylorville- 
Blackball road, then head to 
Blackball and the track end. 

There is an intentions book 

at the start of the track 
which should be signed when 
entering the area. 

alongTem R ° Ut6C ° ntinue - 

finishing at Barrvtowr^u 8 ^ t0 ^ est Goast, ^ be Croesus Track is probably the best and m 

°n SH 6. ' km south otPunakaiki straightforward tramp up to the unique open t( 

Information DOC Pnn i i • °n ^ Pa P aroa Range, which otherwise are gen 

00c Hokitika, Ph 03 iJZ ' Ph 03 731 189 3; 9 iy n0t easiJ y accessible. Although presenting sor 

0 transport logistics, this is becoming a popular tran 

at the southern end of the range as it is served 1 
a network of good tracks and a large, comibrtabl 
less frpn Ut- ^ be tra P described here is a variation on th 

°f a roundT^ t0ps to re ach the Mon 0 p”? 31 Black baU to harry town route, taking »> th< 
Moonlight vn providin g another veh*? * VaIley ’ Tkis has the advantage of being « ,ort 

Sil kL 0f m ° Untain bike has P^P laced in ^ 

of the i r- 0rrie t r es above the hf«i- • 

alongside an W ^ cb Allows up the Rl^u opB ^ ac ^^ a H is a large carpark and the > tart 
an ex posed coal ? ,ackbal1 Creek on a well benched trail Start,.* 

d passin g through a section of manuka scrub. 


SH6 to Punakaihr 


MQcRlfgiH- 
. Vj|rW 


Garden Gully Hue 




















track soon crosses Smokc-ho ( rock on a wire bridge and shortly afterwards drops ihiwn 
to Blackball (’rook. A clearing marks the spot where the First I Intel was built in this now 
deserted valley. Things were very different in these parts during the mid- to late-J800s, 
Ucn gold lever brought prospectors from all over the world in search of undreamed-of 
waltb. Along this stretch there are several campsite opportunities, if you do not plan to 
break up the journey at either the hut or the high camp. 

As the Croesus Track is an old, established goldminers’ route, all the rivers are bridged 
and it is well maintained, with relics of the bygone goldmining age scattered throughout 
the bush. In his book, The Paparoas Guide (1981, Native Forest Action Council; now sadly 
out of print), Andy Dennis writes: ‘The track takes its name from the Croesus Mine, and 
the mine from the fabulously wealthy King Croesus of Lydia (now in Western Turkey) who 
ruled from 560-546BC. There was apparently an expression “rich as Croesus” and the 
miners who found quartz veins high on the end of this range were obviously optimists.’ 

The old and dilapidated Garden Gully Hut (two sagging bunks and an open fire¬ 
place) is located after some two hours of walking at a wide part of the valley occupied by 
swampy Lake Margaret. The hut is a couple of minutes from the main track and could 
be put to use if necessary, especially if you plan to explore the old stamping battery and 
mine entrance upstream. These relics are reached in about 20 minutes via a track and 
swingbridge over Roaring Meg Creek - the right fork climbs up to the mine mouth, while 
the left fork heads off to the old battery. 

The forest in these parts consists of an interesting mixture of kamahi, rata, beech 
and neinei, among others, slowly changing to dracophyllum and olearia subalpine shrubs 
as the track gently zigzags up the hillside to the bushline. The Ces Clark Memorial Hut 
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IsItTps 20. stow with am I provided by I)()(’), dedicafed to a | (wa j w f J0 ^ . 
lorw behind the reopening of this old route to the West ( oast iri the jtjf£ 
alter tour hours from the carpark. Views from here on a clear day extend ac r " 

Valley to the peaks of Arthur’s Pass and the snow-covered Southern AlpunT 

Tlu- track Iron, the hut across the tussock tops past C roesus Knob to Ml kpTi'lm 

m) offers superb view, j„ a /f 
reettons. Note that although the 
route is frequently marked Hath 

_ , . P la,tic P°K tt is quite espmoj 

and therefore dangerous in bad 
. *, J winter weather. 

i ^ 1 The main Croesus Track 

j % V 1 route t0 the West Coast leads 

..: ;i j ~ % fl back down from Mt RyaJI into 

' « m f b e bush, from where a good but 

. 1 steep path drops down a spur to a 

V v i benched zigzag track through the 

\'V,' ifl forest. The track emerges onto the 

' ^ '*'*?'i * West Coast road directly opposite 

„. ;. , ■.^■'4^' a the Barrytown Hotel, about five» 

six hours after leaving the hur. It 
Winter camp on a ridge above Moonlight Valley in the Paparoas j S just over 50 kilometres by road 

between these trailheads, which is 

rather too far for an easy bike ride back to your car. j 

However, instead of following the Croesus Track to Barrytown, this route gives an j 

alternative way off the tops from near Mt Ryall without the same transport hassles. It I 

involves continuing along the broad tussock ridge running northeast towards the central I 
Paparoas until you are above the Moonlight Valley. The track is vague at times, although I 

marked with the occasional pole. Good campsites are possible along this ridge, although I 

water is scarce. There is a small tarn (unmarked on the map) just west of Pt 1147 that offers I 

the best spot for an overnight camp, with great views over the Grey Valley and beyond* I 

Hopefully the morning views from this high ridge will justify bringing camping 1 
equipment, as the Paparoa tops are often clear at dawn and only cloud over as the A I 

warms up. Continue along the ridge for a further hour to a low saddle and a DCX. I 

pointing to the bush entrance at the top of the Moonlight Valley. The track throu r I 

forest is well marked as it drops steadily down the right branch ot the creek, passing 1 

the old Meikles/Moonlight Biv to cross a bridge in the main Moonlight creek. ^ I 

For the final couple of hours to Andersons Flat the track passes a number^ ^ ■ 

rusting and overgrown relics from the goldmining days. There is even evi e<* I 

small settlement, now largely reclaimed by the ever-advancing West C oast u ^ I 

the route’s end a rough forestry road leads down for 9 kilometres to the mam ^ ^ I 

Atarau, and a further 12 kilometres to Blackball - a feasible proposition it v0 I 

pre-placed mountain bike at Andersons Flat. f 


Winter camp on a ridge above Moonlight Valley in the Paparoas 



1*1 




IMV| 



Mt Altxondet i SS'tim 

*N 


'*"* <, Sis 


Pt J 795 5H73 to Arthur s Pas 


To* 


Mt Alexander, Taramakau/Grey River catchment 

Ourttlen/ May*, 

Grad# Hard 

Tlmt 16-17 hour, total 
Camp CrMt Bridge to ram 
camp: 6 hours. Tarn ramp* to 
summit of Mt Alexander: 4 
hours. Mt Alexander to Camp 
Creek Bridge: 6-7 hours. 

Map Lake Brunner K32 

Access From SH 73, west 
of Jacksons Hotel, take the 
Inchbonnie-Rotomanu road 
as far as Camp Creek Bridge 

Information DOC Arthur's 
Pass, Ph 03 318 9211 
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Private hut 


SH73 to 
Kurnara Junction 


Inchborsnie-fiotomaiiu Rd 


to Inchbonnie 


Mt Alexander is the large bulky massif that you see rising up from across the Taramakau 
River as you drive between Aickens and Jacksons Hotel. The southern aspect of this range, 
as viewed from the main highway, presents a very steep escarpment that climbs directly 
from the valley floor, at an altitude of barely 200 metres, to the summit, at 1958 metres. 
The mountain has been climbed from this approach, but these days it is more commonly 
ascended from its gentler, western side. 

Four to five hours of reasonable forest tracks lead to the rocky tops of the Alexander 
Ra nge, from where a high camp by one of the many tarns provides a good base for a day 
°c twos exploration of this fascinating area. These open tops provide a wonder mix 
weird rock outcrops, tussockland and wildflower-filled basins, plus a scram e a o g 
a s attered ridge to the actual summit of Mt Alexander, with its fine views across 
hur s Pass mountains. . . , 

route up to the Mt Alexander tops follows Camp Creek, which is cro 
r ^e kilometres beyond Lake Poerua on the Inchbonnie-Rotomanu roa . gr y 
r ° U ^h a f arr] n gate leads for 200 metres to a small building on the true rig o ^ ^ 
* C !!" be P arked next to this building, from where the track enters e ^ ^ 

fi if trackis over grown with ferns in places, but there is a iscern j r ied-up 
kj,, owing dose to the stream. A small side stream is crossed before you enter a P 
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Schistose slabs on Mt Alexander 


flood channel choked with large boulders. Beware of a false trail leading away steeply uphtf 
from somewhere around here, as several parties have made the mistake offoUowJokj 
permolat markers up to a now derelict field station. To add to the confiision, the track 
on the topographic map at this point is drawn too high above the creek. 

Instead, head up just above a second stream that enters from the true right. This leads 
up for some 200 metres before starting a long sidle high above Camp Creek Althoudi 
overgrown in places, the track is easy to follow and after an hour once again starts to 
descend to the main creek. You pass a rough-hewn sign before dropping abruptly, via ao 

old rope and a new ladder, to the river. It is about two-and-a-half hours from the road 
to this point. 


Cross to the true left bank, using the rope handrail if required, and clamber up a 
small slip to regain the track, which leads in a few minutes to an old tent camp. This is 
decidedly rough nowadays but could provide shelter if necessary. Shortly afterwards, a 
complex of private buildings owned by Landcare Research is reached (these are lock ^ 
all times). There are various tracks and associated markers in the vicinity of the buil ? 
that can be misleading. Stay on the track that skirts below the field station, crossing 
si e streams before gaining a steep spur leading up to the main ridge. 

This well-marked track weaves its way steeply through a forest of pockxurp ^ 
spersed with tall stands of kamahi and rata.The characteristic mix of ^ 

mountain neinei takes over as the bushline is approached at 1300 metres. 
orest and scrub abruptly give way to a jumble of large schistose rock towers <■ ■’ 

e crest of the ridge, reached in about two-and-a-half hours from the Held stat 
lies some 600 metres below. 


jtu'iY m « nmulM't of possible campsites on lh«*sr tups, as water ran be found in 
^,*1 gv« vsV hoHiw**. but tin' best spot is liy n string of tarns located in an obvious fault 
dep^' 01 ' to the southwest, I best* tarns Hr somewhat off the proposed route to the Utp 
0 t \tt Mexamier, but are definitely worth visiting as there are memorable rampsifes by 
then shores. They can be reached in less than an hour by following the rocky ridge arid 
then descending steeply to the water’s edge. 


* / 

by following the rocky ridge arid 

I uv^" UM, T-i v n - 

Retrace your previous day’s route to the rock towers and continue eastwards along 
broad ridge to the 1795-metre shoulder peak of Mt Alexander. In high summer, 
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the broad ridge to the 1795-metre shoulder peak of Mt Alexander. In high summer, 
(January and February), this tussock ridge is blessed with a wealth of alpine flowers: 
the sunnier northern slopes are covered with 
dazzling clusters of the Mount Cook buttercup 
(Ranunculus lyallii), while rich clumps of edel¬ 
weiss (Leucogenes grandiceps) nestle among the 
rocky outcrops. 

Should time or conditions dictate, this 
is a suitable turn-around point as the views 
from here are as good as any further along 
towards the main summit. Snow can lie along 
this final section of ridge well into summer, 
so care must be taken if you are continuing to 
the 1958-metre-high peak itself. It is probably 
easier to traverse along scree slopes on the 
northern side of this ridge; although the crest 
line presents a reasonable scramble over huge 
schistose blocks, the going is loose and exposed 
in places. Allow between three and four hours 
for the ascent from the camp to the summit. 

The views from the top of Mt Alexander 
are stunning. Strung out on the southern hori¬ 
zon, beyond the wide Taramakau Valley, lie the 
well-known peaks of the Arthur’s Pass region, 
with Mt Rolleston to the north (left), snowy 
Mt Murchison further south and, on clear 
days, Aoraki/Mt Cook visible further down the 
unbroken chain of mountains. Far to the north, 
across the Grey River, lie the rugged Paparoas, 
while the expanse of Lake Brunner occupies the ^ 

lowland valley below this isolated summit on Looking down on torn campsites, Mt Alexander 
the western edge of the main Southern Alps. 

The descent back to the road from lofty 1700 metres, and will take 

Mt Alexander is by the same route, involving a P - t is poss ible to complete 

six to seven hours for those with good strong nees. j a sec0 nd night at the 

this trip in a two-day weekend, it would be far preferable to spend • 

hdgetop tarn camp. 
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Kofrafgftf Road to Hokitika 


Cedar Flat Hot Pools Wf STLAND 


PvrttMw 2 dan 

fra* Moderate 

nm» n hour* total. Toaroha Valley 
r<*kJ end to Cedar Flat Hut (6 
bunkv wood stove): 4 hours 

Map Kantere J33 
Access From Hokitika, drive 
through Kokatahi and along the 
Upper Kokatahi Road to a bridge 
over the Styx River, about 25 km 
from Hokitika. A small road leads 
off to the right 2 km beyond this 
bridge; follow it for a further 2 
km to where it drops down to 
the Toaroha River. Park above this 
terrace - safely above potentially 
raised river levels! 

Alternative Routes Adventure 
Ridge Bivouac (2 hours each way) 
and Yeats Ridge Hut (3 hours each 
way) 

Information DOC Hokitika, Ph 03 
756 9100 

NOTE Access to the start of the 
track crosses private land. Please 
respect this and ensure that parked vehicles do 
not cause obstruction for the farmer. 


MiSttnnatfm itofm 




Advcn ture Ridge 
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rOflHOH/l fiANGE \ [j 
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The trip up to Cedar Flat is a relatively gentle affair, 
which is seldom the case on the West Coast. The 
track is well marked and maintained throughout 
by DOC and is one of the easier and more acces 
sible weekend trips from Hokitika. There is also the added bonus of hot springs o ) 
minutes from the hut, although these frequently require some digging before they ^ 
be used and are not always as warm as weary trampers would like. Above Cedar Flat 
more ambitious side trips can be tackled if time and energy allow. ^ 

From the Toaroha Valley Road end, follow the old tramway into the forest a 00 , 

route marked with orange triangles. The original track by the river has been re 
since the demise of sections of the riverbank, and now climbs some 200 metres t , ^ 
rom here a steep descent leads, via a recent slip, to the bouldery Toaroha (a 

one-and-a-half hours to this point). 
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Tbw side creeks (usually easy to cross) enter the main river on the true right, after 
which the track turns abruptly away from the river to climb for 300 metres through dense 
stands of mixed podocarp and broadleaf species. It then levels out for the final gentle 
descent to Cedar Flat, the hut being visible through the trees from some distance away. 
A substantial wire bridge crosses to the 
south bank of the Toaroha to reach the 
new hut, which has six bunks and a wood 


stove. The historic hut nearby has recently Aj 

been renovated, and makes a suitable 

^ , ..._. . . ....... m. ■ s* ,j-■ £,: / 
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back-up when the main hut is full. It has 
two bunks and an open fireplace. 

As the name implies, fine stands of 
the mountain cedar, or kaikawaka, a rela¬ 
tively common forest tree at lower levels 
on the West Coast, grow around the forest 
margins of the grassy Cedar Flat. The hot 
pools are located in Wren Stream and 
are reached by recrossing the wire bridge 
and following a newly cut track to a point 
about 200 metres above its junction with 
the Toaroha. The pools are a further 100 
metres upstream on the true right and 
may require some minor earthworks 
in order to accommodate more than a 
solitary tramper. The temperature of this 
spring is also rather fickle, but during 
dry spells it provides a pleasant soak for 
weary muscles. 

Even if time is limited to a couple of 
a ys, it is well worth exploring a short 
distance above the hut. The five-hour 
track to the Top Toaroha Hut leads, in 
a >ut half an hour, to a small and attrac- 
ive gorge in the main river, over which 

an airy swingbridge crosses to the true 
n ght bank. 

folio I htre 3re ^ P ossihle s *de trips that 

fcivoua!T tWy Wooded s P urs U P from the main river to the south and east: Adventure 
Hut (i( } WO , Ur 'kd takes about two hours to reach from the valley, while Yeats Ridge 
reaw,nlbJ Un u ** f bouUhree hours avy ay. These tracks are a little overgrown, although 
come ctJ i WIth P ermolat (sections of Venetian blind; on the Yeats Ridge these 

tree! addLT ‘ w,coura 8 in 8 remarks such as ‘Go Back’, ‘Hut. 2 days’ and Kiss this 
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Yeats Ridge Hut, above Cedar Flat 


Tj ,, ° ,,S c °urtesy of, I presume, some distraught solo tramper!). 
u ms iline is typically rough, with thickets of leatherwood and flax, but 


soon 



tussocks and tarns make the going easier, and poll’s lead through subalpin* %tr, t, 
bivouacs. Noth of these old Forest Service huts are situated above the bushline 
tine outlooks over the Diedrich and Toaroha ranges, as well as views down to 
and the coast. II you have an extra day at your disposal, either hut would male- a l ^ 


lent overnight stay, with the promise of a West C oast sunset in clear weather, (t jj*?*’ 
possible to link up these tracks by traversing Mt Reeves from Adventure Ridge Rivo!** 
to Zit Saddle, from where a route leads down to Yeats Ridge, although it would be 
long day. This route is tricky in places requiring confidence on steep ground and good 
route-finding ability. 

To return to Toaroha Valley Road end from Cedar Flat, follow the same route 
back. 
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Mt Bowen i gfijfn 


/ 

Remarkable* Peak 
1 790 mm 


tirpark 

Tfllara Valley Rd 
to Ross 


totikonui FFalHut 


Duration 2-3 days 

Grado Hard (route finding 
skills required) 

Timt 17 hours total. Totara 
Valley Road end to Mikonui 
Biv (sleeps 2-4): 7 hours. 
Mikonui Biv to Mt Bowen: 3 
hours. Mt Bowen to Totara 
Valley Road end: 7 hours. 

Map Whitcombe J34 

Access From SH 6,3 km north 
of Ross, take the Totara Valley 
Road (4WD only) 

Alternative Routes An 

easier trip option, and a good 

This trip gives a taste of West Coast tramping, with Coast trampers, would be to gt^ InlyasTar^Tthe 

a romantic little bivvy hut to aim for after a day of Mikonui Flat Hut (6 bunks). There are a number of 

varied and interesting hiking. It has all the ingre- longer, harder tramps possible from the Mikonui 

dients of a classic tramp on this side of the Main Valley. 

Divide, complete with river crossings, easy valley Information DOC Hokitika, Ph 03 756 9100 

flats, steep forest trails that require route-finding 
skills, and the inevitable subalpine scrub-bash 
before you reach the open tussock tops. All in all, 

this is a good introduction to the style of trip available throughout the entire West Coast 
region and a chance to hone up on those requisite bush skills. 

The Totara Valley Road starts 3 kilometres north of Ross township and is suitable 
only for 4WD vehicles since recent floods destroyed two bridges over side creeks. These 
crossings now have passable fords, but check locally as to the current state of the 18-kilo- 
metre road to the Mikonui River. 

Park by a tin barn and farmer’s paddocks, next to the river. Follow the marked track 
on the true right, passing an old mossy homestead before crossing the main river to easy 
flats on the true left, above the Tuke River confluence. Mikonui Flat Hut (6 bunks) is 
reached in 1.5 hours, situated on a terrace adjacent to the forest edge and easily missed 
when you are travelling up the valley. Mikonui Spur is the obvious bush-clad ridge that 
separates the main river from the smaller Dickson River, flowing in from the true left. 

I he latter is crossed easily in normal flow to reach the base of the spur and forest edge. 
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, , into the forest starts some 15 metres upslrn,,, r„ 
marked with coloured tape at the bush edge, an " ld «*le ft*. 

Initially, the track is indistinct and rather overgrown h„r l m '''‘ 

luise tape marks the way, keeping close to a slip above the 
tet tiail leads away from the river, once again marked with *!"" Rlver v «>n a J 
stead,!y upwards through more open rata and kamahi forest fo™" ' 7* ^ " del*,' 

the mature forest gradually gives way first to mountain neine a H h eehow ' ^ 
of leatherwood scrub. n n nei and th en to thick stan 


10 Tf 

stands 


It is important to follow the vague ground trail rh™ u .. . 
become considerably more overgrown following the demise ofa he as if has 

m these parts. Some do-it-yourself pruning of Ae smaller ,h eaJt M eer population 
track open for other parties, as well as ^ * 

descent. Permolat markers still show the wa V through thkA f Y aU ' lm P ortant 

.»—if. ■£. £S 

and the s ^nge. 1Vvyi " mist - v conditions, so keep a lookout for tape tied to bushes 

hhouah sTrt am J Ifh l0W ['• Built f0r tW0 - the bi ^ ™ ld *ep four at a p“sh 

the DMson V 1 t0 dlaWn f ° r the tW0 foam mattresses Prided. Across 

Ri '„ * . ^ alley standsthe ru «8 ed Remarkable Peak, while down-valley the Mikouui 
River wends its way to the sea. 7 

ove the bivvy a well-defined ridge leads southeastwards to the 1965-metre-high 






Ml Bourn. The track on this sour i« i 

much ..( the way. Steep sections along ,|' e eresf rfC riT’!' 3 ^T' fw 

usual method ot scrub-pullinj? and before U, ( ^ eas1 ^ wercorne ty the 

encountered. The final TOO mrtreS ! 2oTT’ Pen ^ scree slope, are 

—n to the south, skirting some rocky 

drop of some 1800 metres to the valley floor beT e rf° P ° fth ' S WeSt C ° aSt peak ’ with a 
in place on the way up the M konu RM 2e heol S” PU ‘u *T ™ rk ™ 

sr* - 
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Mr Nt*m 30M 


i2 

► IwHtf {rwtf 
N*dmQ sMk mg wed) 

TIm 14 16 hom total. 

AHw Road end to Scamper 
torrent Hut (4 bunks): 7-8 
hours. 

Map Harihan 134 

Act*o from end of Allen 
Road, off SH 6 at Pukekura, 6 
km north of Lake lanthe 

Mtwnathre Route Ascent 
of Mt Outward, returning via 
Smytti Range and Headlong 
Spur Allow an extra day for 
this top, or 14-20 hours total 

(Scamper Torrent Hut to camp 

ahowe Headlong Spun 8-11 
tours Camp above Headlong 
Spur to Kiwi Flat Hut: 3-5 
tours, depending on camp 
torght Kiwi flat Hut to Allen 
toad end: 3-4 hours). 

Information DOC Hokitika, 

2^ 756 9100; D0C hm *>«( Ph 03 752 0796 

WARNING! Side creeks can rapidly become 
***** after heavy rain. 
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Scamper Toff«.nt Nut 

Stamp*/ Torrent 


Kiwi Hut 


Morgan G&rg? 


qqi^Jas Cfc 




Alien Fid 
to SF+6 P Pukekura 


This is another classic West Coast trip, comparable 
to the Mt Bowen tramp (see page 75). The Scamper 
orrent Hut is a snug little four-berth forest hut 
set in a pretty valley, with the craggy and complex 
s opes of Mt Durward rising directly above. The ap¬ 
proach has all the right ingredients for a trip on the 
west side of the Main Divide: a rough access road a 
oulder-hop along the Waitaha River, an impassable 
forest to the tussock tops. g ° rge t0 circum vent and a steep trail through thick 

take Allen Road up thetluekSh°L PUkekura ' some 6 kilometres north of Lake bud* 
deteriorates to a „, uddy tra( , " the Waitaha Valley. After about 12 kilotnettes the toad 

int ° F»ush starts at fh arrn * an< ^ w hich is private land until Douglas t reei 
■Iuwiir owing to the maze of,,m,n ° P e " d 0, thew paddocks. and is initially rathe* 

d y cattle tracks veering ott in every direction. iW* 
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T * Tr ., :rVr .. 

v,Uu«h» '>|<'n mi. ho back chmbs ahnvo (hr W . coniinuing in a familiar W«, TZ 

" ’ 11 ' U| ’| <l,,w " s ,lm,u « h lh <- f«fMt to the continuous background 

roar i>t UK' enclosed river below. ,uno 


n»»i 

Morgan Ciorge is a typically im 
pressive West Coast canyon, and can 
be safely viewed as you cross Anson 
Creek, which plunges over the lip of this 
sheer-sided cleft about 30 metres below 
the track. There is an extremely inac¬ 
cessible hot spring issuing forth from 
the side of the gorge a short distance 
upstream from this point. Its location 
is given away by its smell, but an abseil 
from above would be required to reach 
the pool of, presumably, hot water - an 
interesting diversion for someone who 
has time to spare! 

The track eventually drops down 
to Kiwi Flat, about three or more hours 
from the roadend, despite the rather 
optimistic old sign suggesting that two 
hours is sufficient. Halfway along this 
shingle river flat is the six-berth Kiwi 
Flat Hut, a useful night’s stopover if you 
plan on making the round trip along the 
tops (see below). Before you plunge back 
into the forest, it is worth inspecting an 
n d swingbridge that crosses Morgan 
orge and provides access to the rugged 
Hitchm Range to the east. 

Labyrinth Creek flows down to 

t . ,W * f 3 sbort distance U P the valley; 
e us track to Scamper Torrent starts 

200 metr es up this side creek 
marl Y rUe . nght ' ,he entn, nce being 

muAed^uh a vvhitepermolatcross.lt 



Morgan Gorge on the Waitaha River 


jk j, C, • | trcrniuuu UUSSj 

the tussock tons S J. 0g Sontle 800 rnetres U P this spur, taking about three hours to reach 
necessary t 0 fill un \ ,S ?° Water until y ou 8 et to some small tarns on the ridge, it is 
Thurac* J T u° tt,eS before y° u leave Labyrinth Creek. 8 

though confusjonc l ° Vi ° US by West Coast standards and is marked now and again, 
important to relocate tl ° ttUr w ,ere tree tails block the way - beyond these obstacles it is 
relocate the track. It is currently on the list for a re-cut by DOC. The telltale 




directly uphill to emerge onto^sock slo ^ • hfi SUbaIpine ZOne as the track heads 
Waitaha River Valley From this point h ^ Wlth ^ VleWS back down t0 the Lower 
down to Scamper ^ P ° Ies lead * 1125 and 

is important to follow these Doles to ^ ,° n ^ pair of bIue ducks - hi misty weather it 
to the stream. P aV ° ld the bluffs and scrub-cloaked 150-metre drop 

up-valley for 300 metrmo ° Pen streambed is a delight, offering easy travel 

the river on the true left Thp f .° rren f wbicb is sited on a small terrace above 
to the ravine-cut slooes n f Mt n ^ ° j • Ut ^ budt * n 3 & reat s P ot with views southwards 
been painted, and comes rn U ^ war ’ r * s * n g above. It is well maintained, having recently 

^ W Th^nor” 16 ^°- S ’ . bow * s ^^ ** plastic rairU>arrel° Ve ^ ^ eatCr ^ our own 
ally faster than theasrcn^''Th ret ) Urn ^ n S b y the same route, which will prove only margin- 
Mt Durward to reach th* c ^ rnative return route will take an extra day, ascending 
end. This round trip is erad ^ u a ” ge ’ Head,on g s P ur < Kiwi Flats and the Allen Road 
be a dangerous proposftin ^ haFd ‘ 111S Wel1 worth doin g m good visibility, but would 
Durward” P P ,on ln P 00r weather as many deep ravines cut the slopes of Mt 

directly above Scam^^T^ Cbmb T tbe fissured slo P es of Mt Durward, which rises 
w ay into the sm.h P T °, rrent ’ 1S c l uite 3 complex affair, but a few markers show the 
to gain the rid the stream from the hut. Head off in a southwesterly direction 

two Jarve • , C lmb n g. U P t0 a P oint where it is easy to traverse around the head of 

g avines, and making your way from here over to Pt 1397. Next, head southeast 
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mm Is the top or a prominent unllv visihli. o. 

*ppn»juluMt more or less directly. * fna ^’ rorn vv ^ f ’ rf ' summit ran be 

The Smyth Range stretches eastwards from Mt lhirw.nl , , 
mutedioding challenges so far is a gentle ifPiir s; 3rd ' 3 f com P ar< *d with the 

had day. you’ll be able to enjoy the sensatil li ^ "* he “P ™ a 

and broad tops, with Mts Evans and Whitcombe do theSe open ^ a,^n, 

the Wanganui Valley to the south ?* ^ horiz " n ' 

Allah snowfields, whose large icefalls plunge into r ! Cn , C * en an< * (,ar, ^ n of 
A short plod up the Ke! Cl I ^ 'fi™**** valley., 

rrs-r- -* 

the way. Headlong Spur eventually levels out as the river is atlched 2 * ? 

the main valley track to emerge shortly after onto Kiwi Flats, where the hut fa located 
From here, Mow the first day's track back to the road - the final three hours of a vet 








Mt Adams 


WESTLAND 


2 4W 
tit* Haiti easy 

itHwnumffnng 

ft*# 15-16 hours total. SH 6 
to tHisWme. S hours. Bushline 
to iamp: 2 hours. Camp to 
summit of Mt Adams: 2 hours. 

Summit of Mt Adams to SH 6: 

6-7 hours. 

Map Whataroa 13 5 

Access SH 6,12 km north of 
Whataroa and 18 km south of 
Harihari 

Information DOC Hokitika, 

Ph 03 756 9100; DoC Franz 
Josef, Ph 03 752 0796 
WARNING! This is a fine 
weather trip and should not 
be attempted when it is raining or if the river is 
ninning high. The summit ice fields of Mt Adams 
require the use of crampons and an ice axe 
although the crevassed glaciers can be avoided 


MtAfiwm ZZQRm 


Plll94lm ■ v ' 


■ Sr >9*eiat /Pr 


yv \ 

/ PfWln, 


to Harihari 


Whatman River 


SHGtoWhataraa 


Adams ,s a much sought-after West Coast sv 
t, being a superb viewpoint that Ues within < 
y s reach of the main highway. The 2208-met 
tg mountain is situated on the edge of the recen 
gazetted Adams Wilderness Area. It coraman 
unsurpassed views across the Barlow River to t 
myriad of peaks, culminating in rh u Cn 0 ^^ en snowfield, while southwards run; 
Cook suspended on the horizon ty U ^_ massi f 1 of]Elie de Beaumont and with Aoraki/^ 
w ^h Okarito Lagoon stretchpH ^ e ^° W tb * s stee P moun tain lies coastal larmlani 

in all Mt Adams 7 ° ng the COast 

settled forecast. There is littlpl & f° SaVOUr ' bu ^ s hould definitely only be tackled with 
a gger - in plodding up 2000-nf ° F an ^ one ~ exce pt the most seriously deranged peal 
As you drive south from t-r U k Stee P metres and then not be rewarded with a view 
own the coast. It is 18 kilompfr^ 1 , the buIk ^ form of Mt Adams dominates the vie* 
^ount Adams Lodge, f rom wh “ 7 ^ Creek (or Little Man River) road bridge am 

ort ern side of the river. Can; ^ V ° Ft ^ rt road l eads °ff the highway and along d* 

^ ^ WD^ad! the 8ate ’ “ l0 " g 35 ‘ hey ^ n0 ‘ 

Wa J* W ^* c b is reached via * ? 1 ' nutes or so before cutting down to the normally dd 

ln U then the main creek ^ SeCti ° n ° f tutu scrub - lf this riverbed ha * run " B * 

may well be difficult, or even impossible, to cross. 
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I'u (fwk is actually somrthinu »f « j 

and m-rivn thr main crock several ^ ,houW ^ P r 'P*"<* to 

Hm»lxing a lair amount of boulder-honninu Tm, ^ r °| U,e ,,p aUm * fhil rivar, 
thr outdoors should consider wearing an old nair^L* * dfgr<T f ' ffornfor ' >" 
«* ctM and .hen changing . d^r a. the , *1 lni ' ial «P 

mute is a dry-boot excursion. 1 ° c ,rn * 1 - ,ln <* the rest of the 

l-hc valley soon becomes confined by steep forested hill.i t 
the route above the river now visible straiuto k , . d h SK,es on e,ther *idf, with 
true left make upward trav l ea hl L 1 V""* ° f '^ ’ ide «*■» on the 
casional old cairns. “ ma ‘" channel ’ ■* lookout for oc- 

bu. appears to **"* ™ inriver ' 

visible from the junction. Follow up this side creek^h "n tW ' Stthe SOUth and “ not 

blufts. After some 100 metres " m J' t0 lead 

forest on the true left and up the verf in *° the 

road to the start of the forest track. The water in this creek “he tetuTt.l'youreTch the' 
snowline, so be prepared to add a few kilos to the weight of your pack for the rest of the 

t0 reach any snow patches (fJnd - * 5 ^ 










|H\ tivok is actually something of a misnomer, and you should be prepared to 
^vs and mross the main creek several limes as the route heads up along this river, 
lun'Mng a fair amount of boulder-hopping. Trampers who seek a degree of comfort in 
the outdoors should consider wearing an old pair of boots for the initial two hours up 
this creek and then changing to a dry pair at the start of the climb, since the rest of the 
mute is a dry-boot excursion. 

The valley soon becomes confined by steep, forested hillsides on either side, with 
the route above the river now visible straight ahead. A couple of dry side creeks on the 
true left make upward travel easier than in the main channel; be on the lookout for oc¬ 
casional old cairns. 

The second major tributary entering from the true right appears to be the main river, 
but in fact the main river does a very tight and secretive twist to the south and is not 
visible from the junction. Follow up this side creek, which appears to lead to impassable 
bluffs. After some 100 metres, a large, moss-covered cairn marks the entrance into the 
forest on the true left and up the very steep spur above. Allow about two hours from the 
road to the start of the forest track. The water in this creek is the last until you reach the 
snowline, so be prepared to add a few kilos to the weight of your pack for the rest of the 
climb, or travel fast in order to reach any snow patches (found only near the top of the 
mountain in late summer). 






’"* * *■« diManre a, „ weave, : ' ' n '.‘" ,h ' V'<r. .1 wh„h r*,~Zl n "»"*ren 

^■v,r„ tww bu ; ^ - 

1 t Whal S*'»»rd'r„ 7 m " V "“ 

•ocarrym,,,^ .''"PWm, 
“V* «y for 

Sfrub zone, 

Rougher for halfL*.,?^ 1 h * 
through the usual dense tw ? “• 

fl^asieliaUhesaX^^ 

ftoughagrouo^tS 

spot for camping near th e start 
of this section, under a canop^of 
dracophyllum trees. p 

t b -r fl r:r^ fr - 

ridge is ^ Jhere^ 

of Vft Ada^ ,he track ' ff “me is running short it is h g<>0d ’ C ' eared and level| ed^i^ 

°; Mt A <kms IS still a Iona wav «ff a . gsnort 1115 be *t to stop here but th» - 

crianceVou ^52 ^ 

1 ne narrow on^n ~ j 

Once camp £T '**' “* “ 3 ' ab ° Ut 1700 ™etres 

sunset views over Ok eS ' ablist,ed ’ " * well worth head " ^ ° f Mt Adams (Pt 210U ' 

Jugher end h a U f!, d nh^ )f V ‘ eWS from her e ^exretem T 7T ^ S ‘ 0pe that f0 "rinues 

M T Divide of the s b l 0Ur '° thf - commands '** T '" SUmmit ~ ™ -ires 
an<J ^itcombe fill , h ' h „ ^ N °rihwar ds Th e oh eVe " ^ Wm across to the 

e h0n20n ’'»-He east ,he g re a ^ b ^v mass of Mts Evans 

gteat tumbling icetaUs of the Garden of 




I*" I’"'" Awn l,r, " wn barp lwk IH'aks. and southwards the unbroken r h,i„ „r,n 
southern Alps extends past l lie de Beaumont to Aoraki/Ml Cook The la™> We« c ! 
«ne> T;1 the Berth and Whataixia lie in the shady depths of the mol LZ 
o«s.al lowlands dotted vvdh small kettle lakes and bigger lagoons. lead fhe eye o an 
end ess expanse ot ocean h, s must be one of the finest viewpoints on the coastLtcn 
easily be leached without the need tor serious mountaineering skills 

Hie return to the road is by the same route, only considerably faster. The steepness 
o the ndge ,s more hilly appreciated in descent, both visually when looking down and 
physically when your knees start to complain. Near the end of the enclosed river valley sec 
non ot Dry Creek there ,s a fine little swimming hole for those warm summer afternoons 
or you can wart for the hot pools in the Lower Wanganui River; either option makes a 
fitting end to a very memorable weekend on the West Coast. P 







'am* 


Castle Rocks Hut 


fcwtWon ; days 

€f*d* Hard (crampon and 
**■*» 'kills necessary) 

8- 12 hours total. 
Carpark to Castle Rocks Hut 
(sleeps 4 ); 4-6 hours 

Maps Franz Josef G35, H34/35 
Access Glacier Road along the 
west bank oftheWaiho River 
from Franz Josef township 

Information DOC Franz Josef 
Ph 03 752 0796 






■r&L a. M 




m/m 


Castte fi OC k s H[rt 


mim 


famous Franz Josef Glacier is an 
does, however, require cramponslid a „ ’ m ‘ nUS the risks of hidden crevasst 

travd‘ hd T the l0Wr Sections of the Franz^o knowied « e of how to use tl 

travel on white ice, with routes well mai n ? S enera % offer fairly straightfon 

operate a 1 theyear round on thlg aX H ““ **’ “* b f the compand 

access will vary from year to year. Oft? , H ° Wever ’ this is a " actively moving glacier 

° avoid large, transverse crevasses lme ' consu ming diversions are necessary in oi 

Follow the easy track mil, 

also access the iceauh? ^ ®d e s£"l?q u P jf < 2 i the ^ r ° U ' e ° 

'hearer Th'Mhtt? 
travel; the bould ^ SpUr ° f Ca P e Defiance is n "f ^ ° Ut t0 ' var<Js the middk 
houldery gu , directly above thi s ' r??? ab »ut two to three hour; 

spur is the route up to the hut. 








I.WW tbr glacier below the gut, which generally involves an easy stroll oflf the smooth, 
*hite ice, although this will vary depending on the ebb and flow of the glacier. Scramble 
up the scree slope issuing from the gut, and ascend steeply the loose, rocky creek above. 
cVcasional mossy cairns mark the way (though the route is largely unmarked), passing 
an obvious large rock, before veering to the true left up a subsidiary valley. Care needs 
to be taken here, as the slope is very loose in places, although a vague trail zigzags up to 
marker posts showing the way to the hut. Castle Rocks Hut (four bunks) is sited on an 
old glacial terrace with views over the tumbling chaos of the upper sections of the glacier 
and to the surrounding peaks. 

The Franz Josef Glacier was so named by the explorer Julius von Haast after the then 
Austro-Hungarian emperor, although local Maori had a far more poetic and poignant 
name for this river of ice. Ka Roimata 0 Hine Hukatere translates as ‘the Tears of the 
Avalanche Girl and refers to the tears shed by a Maori princess after her lover’s untimely 

death among the cold and dangerous mountains into which she had led the unsuspecting 
lowlander. 5 

In springtime, the subalpine flora that surrounds the hut offers an added dimension 
to this surprisingly seldom-visited part of the park. Directly above the hut are the tower- 
like Castle Rocks, where scrambling routes give access to the ridge, although care should 
be taken as loose rocks abound in this area. 

Return to the carpark by the same route. 





WtSTtAND/TAI POUTINl 


NAFIONai 




(W*MWIhv' 
fi fit Moderate 
fin* A 12 hours total Thlrs 
(.wk (Stony (reek) to Mt Fo) 
M hours. Mt Fox to ridge 
camp: 1-2 hours 
Map Aoraki/Mount Cook 
Alpine Area special map 

Access SH 6,3 km south of 
fox Glacier township (park jus 
beyond Thirsty Creek culvert) 

Information DOC Fox Glacier, 
Ph 03 751 0807 



Sam Pwek m?m 

* / 


Craig peak 1914m 




Franz Josef 




Fox Glacier 


Cane Rack 546m 


mfoxlMSm 


rt TQ2lm 


if, p 

FOX SeCOnd t0 110116 ° Ver the C03StaI P IainS ° f the WeSt C ° aSt 311(1 

Alps. Desmtp hp -1 S er ? 1 . lna ^ t0 ^PP er Neve, and to the highest peaks of the Southern 

surprisingly neglmeTo” ^ ° fthe highwa y’ this unfrequented ridgetop seems 
cloud build-tm th ° e P ossl ^ e reason for this is the almost inevitable afternoon 

and denies manv H °f C . UrS aroun( * the West Coast mountains, particularly in summer. 

a camp on the sen, 7 ^ ** they Came for - The best wa y around thiS b l °. P ^ 

effort involved 8 wi,h y ,h° mg M ' Fox-Crai S Peal < ridge. The heavier packs and associated 

across to peak after stunn* m ° re ^ an rewa rded with evening and morning clearances 

3 kilometres souther t ^ e ^ roat ^’ forested hillside just south of the glacier; the track star 
the topographic map) T V * llage at Thirst y Creek (referred to as Stony C 

8 P mdp) - A Signed track from here ascends the thickly forested M** 
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which involves some sleep senmUi.. 

,m> lial * s become abundant, and there are Popple tree) and Haky-barked 

occasional large kaikawaka, or New Zealand ~ 
cedars. If you are lucky, a fantail or two may 
accompany you through this forest, no doubt 
lured more by the insects disturbed by heavy 
tramping boots than any feelings of sociability 
Listen out for the distinctive song of bellbirds 
the noisy, somewhat clumsy flight of native 
wood pigeons and, as you near the tops the 
unmistakable cry of the kea. 

This steady climb through the forest 
takes about two hours to the trig point, 
situated among subalpine dracophyllum 
leatherwood and flax scrub. The views are 
somewhat restricted here, as the mountains 
are still hidden behind the broad, scrub- 
covered ridge rising up to Mt Fox itself at 
metres. It takes another hour and a half 
a ong a well-poled track to reach the summit, 
hich offers a fine view over the entire area, 
he narrow coastal strip to the west is covered 

is hu ^ u nd 3 scatterin g of dwellings, and 

it wend e > by thC Wide ’ braided Cook River as 
obvio.K W3y t0 the Tasman Sea - Note tR e 

parZ th nU ° US f ° reSted ridgeS that rou S hl y 

are old late P , reSent COUrse of the river ; these 

migh t I m T aineS left behind when far 

t0day ’ S remnants flowed EL 
Present r v ° Uthem A1 P S t0 be y° nd the 

summer mo2 ‘° PS transf °™«l in the 

sies (Celmisia sddT beaUtiPld a ^P ine gardens, with a scattering of white-flowering dai- 
^ a nuriculus lyallii) a Un * a * n ^ ox 8^ oves (Ourisia macrocarpa) , Mount Cook buttercups 
Jesses. cnany other herbs that lie hidden among the protective tussock 

Usifl 8ly above flie int ^ a PP roac hed. the snow-covered mountains begin to rise tanta- 
fcUl, *mits of the AoratviM 111 ^ b *h s ides. * his must be one of the finest views of the famous 
^•-dominant bulk. J ka °| Unt C °° k and Wesd and/Tai Poutini national parks, with the 

t asman, New Zealand s second-highest peak, soaring directly 





8i» 





I hr giassy ridges in (hr foreground. (For seriously purist mountaineer, n ■ 
to dimh the full West Ridge of Mt Tasman via Mt Fox, starting at Sll fi mj 
a number of subsidiary summits before reac hing the main goal, although achi 
would take an experienced party at least three to four days.) leVln % r fot 

Potting this broad, undulating ridge are a number of post-glacial tarns 
of which would make an idyllic campsite with unforgettable views. There ' i 
three or more tarns around the 1200-metre contour, but the views do impro^ * h * 
wu go and more waterholes can be located further along this ridge; alternate I 
use winter snow patches as a water supply if any are still lingering here ^ ^ y ° U C3n 
The Upper Neve of the Fox Glacier, with its tumbling icefall can be I nni a ■ 
directly from these high camps, with the blade-like Mt Douglas'and flat tn^ ^ 
Haidinger dominating the horizon. Further south, the crest of the Southern T ”' 
ever more dramatically, over Mts Haast and Lendenfeld to Mt Tasman anA 
West Face of Aoraki/Mt Cook set slightly behind. Travelling southwards the p"? 

on La Perouse, the tops of Mts Footstool and Sefton sticking up behind the f ^ 

that yr“part of ttTo^T K 7 f0r 3 qUiet SUnSet ’ ^ - the knowledge 



lux Uwjxi and tlm !milmn haw Ml hjx 



Set your alarm for sunrise, as this will produce a different, but equally memorable, 
spectacle of light and shadow from the previous night’s sunset. 

The return is by the same way, but an ascent of Craig Peak (1914 m), the natural 
culmination of the Mt Fox ridge, would round off a great trip (note that crampons and 
an ice axe are sometimes required). Craig Peak gives yet more uninterrupted vistas of 
these ‘ice islands lying off the coast’, as the early explorers Thomas Brunner and Charles 
Heaphy described their first sighting of this ‘Land Uplifted High’. 



*' mer m>P on inow - on ridge above Mt Fox 



SOUTH MARLBOROUGH 


Sawcut Gorge 


Btft More 
1244m 


isolated mu }039m 

\ 


Jsofaffon Creek Hut 


Urti fload 
to SHI 


Sawcut j 




Bl 'ue Mounts 
Homes tead 


Duration 1 day 
Grade Moderate 

Time 5 hours total. Blue 
Mountain Farm to Sawcut 
Gorge: 2 hours. Sawcut Gorge 
to Isolation Creek Hut (6 
hunks): 30 minutes. 

Map Grassmere P29 

Access Turn off SHI at the 

Waima Road Bridge, 75 km 
R orth of Kaikoura and 56 km 
south of Blenheim, for the 
12-km drive to Blue Mountain 
Homestead 

Routes Ascents 

"f Mated Hill or Ben More 

Kaikoura Visitor 
Centre, Ph 03 319 5641 

WTt No dogs allowed 

XSa-.. m _ _ 

jmposa ^ the crossings can becQme tricky* if not hour’s d“e north'f I T* 0nl - V 

tres inin ah ™ °fKaikoura, starting 12kilon 
Scenic r° ° m main highway. The Isolated H 
unexD t S ^ Ve ' n Seward Kaikouras has son 
reach fk dramatic scenery that lies within eas 
'fcmorable natural . snectl , e roa dend, including the short but ven 

1 e Wa y, so allow ext° C 3rcflitect ure. There a* ** 1 Sawcut Gor g e > which exhibits some 
Turn off stj i J^ 3 tlrne for a dip 0 n hnt ^ P swimming opportunities along 

f0r 12 kilometres T edia tely after Z w ^ da ^ 

3nd enter your name e ^ 3rm at the roaden ^' Ver bridge and follow the gravel road 
.S CarS Ca " * feft - enquireeuhe 

Z r ;’n d This !*''"■ which is foUowed ii P stra '" 

they Cai V Sni0 °th white li he r ° Ute Meanders Wet '^ oot tri P> since the river is crossed and 
passed ^ 3Voide <i ifyon"^ 0 ^ blocks Provi T the shin S ,e ' and boulder-strewn valh 

’ W len careful CO m Prefer ‘ Sp vera 1 small* 6 S ° ine en J°y a hle rock -hopping, althoug 1 
Prisons can be nor '^ ater ^ a Hs and associated plunge poob JlV 
e for the return swimming stops . 










a ” ,r f* ’?% »"» "'<■ 'irs. gorge near trunnion with 

HraiWw Stim a. which point (hr track weaves among large boulder, and remnant, 

„t lorest podocarps. Species such as totara, miro and ma.ai, along with red and silver 
beech and line examples of kowhai, all grow in the narrow confines of the steep-sided 
gorge, while below the river is squeezed between giant tumbled blocks into a series of 
waterfalls. On the steep valley sides, look out for the Marlborough rock daisy (Pachmtem 
insifiiis), a species unique to this region of the South Island. 

After returning briefly to the stony river¬ 
bed. the track crosses back to the south side of 

the valley and enters Isolated Hill Scenic Re- I f f § 

serve. Look out for the smaller Isolation Creek, I £ V yj I 

which flows in from the south (true right) as I | VI / m 

the track up to Sawcut Gorge leaves the Waima I I f ' | 

Valley just upstream from the confluence. I J ! v - ' 1 

At first sight it appears as if there is no I M T i m 

feasible route through the steep cliffs ahead, but I I YU § 

a narrow split in what appears to be the valley I m i I 

headwall leads you directly into a sculptured I I. A,’”' m 

wonderland of water-eroded limestone. At I m || 

times barely four metres wide, this cleft, cut I . • */ J ■>' | 

through millennia of sea-floor deposits, soars I ' ? 

up for some 50 metres to the narrow strip of I ■ V • W 

sky and greenery above. Around the middle of I j f f ... > 

we day in the summer months, sunlight filters I A 7 i 

own into the gorge, bouncing golden-yellow I * % " V 

t off its curving sides while illuminating ■ fr\ W j 

patches of the shingle floor. I i i) V > * 

The stream that flows through the 50-me- I A \ \ r ; . 

°ng gorge is generally no problem to wade, I A ■? , ( 

t , y ° n whlc h the route continues with ease up I f 

g- 7, ^ ^ )r half an hour to the six-bunk Isola- I fL j m 

the" reek u Hut Alt hough not as spectacular as I 7" 

Unn^° r p e *° W ’ tbe narrow caoyon bounding I * aV 

Trh .“ la(i0nCr « kiss ‘ iU *1'worth a visit I 

a ma : “ ‘ S Slted on 3 hroad terrace, just above ■■■■■HlHttlMMa 

A ^ Valley. Sawcut Gorge, South Marlborough 

here and ? UP 1S ° lated HH1 * S possible from 

permission ease n ° te tbat an ascent of Ben More involves crossing private land; prior 
*un needs to be obtained. 


swimming holes^ roadend * s ^ ^e same route, taking time to sample a few of the 






Kowfosr Nut 


Carpark* 


Mt Fyffe 


SEAWARD KAIKOURA RANGE 


Moderate 


Tift* 12.5-14.5 hours total, 
(•mart to Mount Fyffe Hut (8 
bunks): 2.5 hows. Mount Fyffe 
Hutto Kowhai Hut (6 bunks) 
wa KowtwH Saddle: 7-8 hours. 
Kowha) Hut to carpark: 3-4 
hows. 


Map Kaikoura 031 


to® From Kaikoura 

drive 15 km along 
k»dstone Road and Red 
Swamp Road to Postmans 
Road; park at the roadend. 
totenwtive Routes A 
<*xm of Spaniard Spur 
to™ Mount Fyffe Hut would 
the trip considerably 
provides a 
* Sw ™™«ebad(toSHi 


Manokatt 2603m 


ifapukifftiver 


f ' Kevrhat 

/ Saddle . 


MlFyffe HScOm 


r m 


PoftflMittW 

HjJCaitoi'f - 1 


s,0 ^ofr dKaikoUrascon jureuD • 

Astern hori/n not a drop of w at(1 nS °^ ar 8 e ' rolling mountains covered with entile 
art some lush h ! th ° U 8 h P ar ts of thp F fr ° m shimmering Pacific Ocean on the 

“ an easily a ce e . US , i tlad Va %s separated? 6 Certain1 ^ ,ive U P to these expectations, the# 

to P s, aresup er u M e SUr >unit with a r J tussock- and shrub-covered ridges. Mt 
^uth up to th^K ITlpassin 8 a wide T/ ^ hut passed en rout e- The views from 1 
dner east co ast ^ N ° rth Wand Tit t ! h ° f the east «>ast, from Banks Peninsula « 
f „ Starli '*«at ’ri ay froin tlw high ra K ! lk ° Uras have the added appeal of being on 

° m die ridg* hL ta . rpark at the end u fV ^ ° CCUrs west ot the Main I)ivil,e ', , 

8 ,U * directly to Mount t «° Stinans Rt > a d, an easy 4WO track 

Um ^ "ut; the hut is not,narked on the tu»M^ 


•wttiM 2 3 days 






(ATakem^ti ve^an teepe "rou te vlj 1 th^ f' 1 " 7™ be qUite feasible ta the da rk. 

“* «*l j« 300 metres bZthe Which “ m « »ut on 

Mount Fyffe Hut is situated at a c ’ . tl,re e to four hours for this option.) 

<w the Kaikoura Peninsula and towneh Th* P °‘7 ° n * he r ‘ dge ’ with extensiv « views 
ideally positioned if you want to watch the “ e ' g ’‘ bUnks and cam P in g spots, and is 

The 4WD road ronHn? c H H U P over the ocean. 

Mtfyffe itself, which at MOo'LtesTihet h ° UrS *" ^ Way *° the summit » f 
scree-covered ridge with fine vi P ^ ^ P oint a ^ on S the coast here. A broad 

^ouras, leads t0 P«* in the Seaward 

l St 7 S '-gle slope he^ds dowT o Kow^SadT *° ^ E " A b «, 

kowhai catchments. Although it is nJu f '' whlch se P arates the Hapuku and 
don is the latter, since itleadshLk ? T b * d f° end dther va % the preferred op- 
transport arrangements, k he ^ ° f the tram P without the need for prior 

Saddk ^m Mount Fyffe Hut, and a further 

bunks,. Occasional caKSS^ ***** ° f the Val,ey t0 Kowha ' Hut 

“''“eh is followed down-vallev t”’ mt ° th * narrow and rock >' streambed. 

iWer ^'bing along section! SZ T°" f b ° ulder - h “PP in S interspersed with 

of ever flats. The welcome sight of Kowhai Hut. up on a 


Q5 



small terrace, appears on the true right, shortly after the main Kowhai River' 

The walk out from Kowhai Hut is straightforward unless the river is , nct * 0n * 
The bed of the lower Kowhai River is smothered in great piles of shingle a res \ ^ 
major flood at some time in the not-too-distant past. SU1 °^ a 

Shortly up-valley from the confluence with Snowflake Stream a track des 
steeply from the Mt Fyffe ridge to the east. This is Spaniard Spur, which leads d 
from near Mount Fyffe Hut and offers a much shorter, though less varied trip than? 

route described. The track is well marked but steep; allow two hours from the hut to th 
valley floor. 0 rne 

There is a small gorge just below the Snowflake confluence, where several crossing 
of the main river are necessary; under normal flow these present no problems Finally 
you pick up an old vehicle track that leads back to the Postmans Road carpark 



Rainbow over Mt Fyffe Hut 
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The historic stone Packhorse Hut has recently 
been renovated by DOC, and now boasts a new 
wooden floor, new bunks and a wood-burning 
stove. The Sign of the Packhorse was originally 
constructed during World War I as one of four 
roadhouses linking Godley Head with Gebbies 
Pass, designed to provide refreshments for city- 
dwellers out enjoying a hike in the Port Hills. The 
Christchurch visionary Harry Ell was responsible 
for the creation of the Summit Road Walkway, 
which was part of his ambitious plan to extend a 
track as far as Akaroa. 

This straightforward hike is a perfect intro¬ 
duction to the delights of overnight tramping for 
children and adults alike. It is within easy reach of 
Christchurch and yet feels quite remote and above 
all, especially when easterly clouds roll over the 
1 s to enve lop the cosy hut in wreaths of mist. 

There are a number of possible hikes to 
and from the Packhorse Hut, and for those with 

Rr H| ,me 3n ^ ener 8y a incorporating Mts 
cy and Herbert would add considerably to 


Duration 1-2 days 
Grade Easy 

Time 4-6.5 hours total. 
Gebbies Pass to Packhorse 
Hut (8 bunks, wood stove 
with fuel generally provided): 
2.5 hours. Packhorse Hut to 
Kaituna Valley: 1.5 hours. 
Packhorse Hut to Diamond 
Harbour via Mt Herbert: 4 
hours. 

Map Lincoln M36/37 

Access By road from 
Christchurch, via Governors 
Bay and Teddington to 
Gebbies Pass 

Alternative Routes An excellent, although 
longish, day trip starts from Diamond Harbour, 
which can be reached via ferry from Lyttelton 
(regular service during daylight hours). The route 
ascends Mt Herbert before following the open tops 
to Mt Bradley, and heading from here down to 
the Packhorse Hut and back to sea level via Orton 
Bradley Park. There is a 6-km road walk back to 
Diamond Harbour and the Lyttelton ferry. Allow 
8 hours for the entire trip. Trampers wishing to 
traverse Banks Peninsula as far as Hilltop, above 
Akaroa, can link up from Packhorse Hut with the 
private Sign of the Kukupa Hut (6 bunks, locked at 
all times, Ph 03 349 3607 for bookings), just below 
Waipuna Saddle near the Port Levy-Little River 
road. 

Information DOC Christchurch, Ph 03 341 9102; 
Lyttelton ferry enquiries, Ph 03 366 8855 

WARNING! The walkways in this area frequently 
cross private land, and are closed to the public 
during the lambing season, generally early August 
to late October. 
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the experience. It is quite possible to reach Diamond Harbour r 

the Lyttelton ferry, which makes a pleasant change from Jhe mu 4 

mountains. 5 In tne us ^aJ long d TlV( * 

Ifyou arrive by car, it is best to drive a little wav un th» 
at Gebb,es Pass and park safely out of sight of the Lin road Th^ (g3,enotl «^) 
With coloured posts as it skirts, and then enters the lent' L *** “ We " 

Of th,s side of the hill. Above this man-made forest anl T ' 10 " 5 that cov " muck 
surnvmg native bush, important remnants of the 

Remarkable Dykes. These rock walk LTch runLL W* 1 ^ 35 ,he 

intrusions forced up through the eariilr volcanL l ^ ** Mside > ^us 
ninsula. The enormity of the Lyttelton Vnl , °^ S tbat maEe U P most of Banks Pe¬ 

can be better appreciated from these heights ^tlh^ erUpted 10 f ° 12 miiiion years a S 0 ’ 
waters of Lyttelton Harbour and its encM™ ^ ***** n0W fl °° ded b ? the mur ^ 
Shortly after it passes below the R \lT ^ Stffl ** much “ ™ d ™e. 
tussock-covered Kaituna Pass, where thp jJ 1 .! D ^ es ’ tbe track climbs up to the j 
hills on either side. Leave your pack here ^ 1 ^ ^ Pac ^ orse Hut nestles below craggy 

south of the pass, with views over Lake fn ™ evenin £ str °U to the small summit I 
the Southern Alps. k EIlesmere and across the Canterbuiy Plains to I 

I 

jng little more than an hour, wfthpocketf of t0 , the Kaituna Va,,e L’ a gentle track tak- 

humans arrived in this area miI i f D , natlve bush encountered on the way. Before I 

area, much of Banks Peninsula was covered with such species as j 



uitij u# m/it cokfr/fd Gtrdb/tfi Hus\ with tfi* iuniaOuty Plants and taaihctn Alys 


Iti UH JlMJiiK* 



i r;sat :»r ~“ *» «-«-»* 

This is about 10 minutes below the top of Mt T b Z l ' ^ ^ 

the highest point on Banks Peninsula at 920 metres The views fromT'^ ^ m3SU ’ 
extend over the Lyttelton Harbour basin with the Port Hill* • • ^ ° n 3 C ear day 

all the way to the Southern Alps stretched!!,^ 

winter’s day is the best time of year to experience this fine panorama " * 

From the summit of Mt Herbert a rn.mlrx m , . 

level, either through Orton Bradley Park ($2 ad • * ^ ed tracks lead down t0 sea 

■“ ■» “ g *“» p ~ • ■ ».™«..... 




CRAIGIEBURN RANGE 


Cass Saddle & 
Lagoon Saddle 


Duration 2 days 
Grade Moderate 

Time 12-14 hours total. 
Cass River bridge (SH 73) to 
Cass Saddle Hut (4 bunks): 
3-4 hours. Cass Saddle Hut 
to Hamilton Hut (20 bunks, 
wood stove, radio): 2 hours. 
Hamilton Hut to Cass River 
bridge via Cora Lynn Road: 
6-7 hours. 

Map Wilberforce K34 

Access Start at the Cass River 
bridge on SH 73, about 58 km 
from Springfield 

Information DOC Arthur's 
Pass, Ph 03 318 9211 

WARNING! Not all rivers and 

streams are bridged, and can 
become impassable in flood 
conditions. 



W«t Harper Hut 
e rR|5>— • ~ 


Mtgtutt uiQtn 

Cagoor Saddle Hui U&! 




Hamilton Hut 


”t%\CesiSadite 


Cora Lynn 




Cas-s Saddfe Hut 

t\ 


SH 7 i to Casil? HilJ 


This is a fairly typical and justifiably popular week¬ 
end trip, being easily accessible from Christchurch, 
good around the Main D' H • ^ * S 30 °P t * on wben the weather is not so 
compared with the rana T* easter ty location often means little or no rain fells 

beech forests and relativ I CF W6St ' route passes through a mixture of river flats, 
of the modern and soar. X u SU . balpine addles, with regular huts. With the exception 
trail, the huts are all «m ^ am d ton Hut, which makes an ideal halfway point on the 
The route is fa ' *° five - bu " k belters. 

Plastic waratahs abov^f" ]throu § hout ' with regular DOC orange tree tna/#> 

e individual exoloraH ^ a ^bough sections along the riverbeds allow o 

last {,s~ „ l 5 tlon - When the wpathor .v n— *1-™n 0 «t vims during 


and 


some individual explorati & , e A/ | USbbne ’ though sections along the riverbeds ai 
the last (or first) few hon r ° k e ° tbe Weat bcr is fine, there are excellent views 
m am Arthur’s Pass mounta^ ° VC Bea,e ^ Hut over the broad Waimakariri Valiev' 


pinP 


main Arthur’s Pa rs ab< 

A large OK * ”° Untains - 
onto the stony river flats v\ at the eastern end of the Cass River bridge on SH 73 p* 

ll mes, to where the vallev I? 3 me °* pine trees - F °How the Cass River, crossing ,f '-f l 

y narrows. Carry on upstream, generally on the true right altl* * 


too 














rtf'i## *££•'. 




*1S 


¥**k 


with « tvw deviations to tin* other IvmL i,„,;i ,i. . . ,. , 

-I, M-U. st.niv gotgo siTlion ^ ^ "’ *"** 

llow-s into tlu'main valley tnnii tlu'li'fi. allty Stream, tvhith 

Uintb through thist mountain heed, for,,, following many minor up, and down, 
nn„l hr track drop, to the l a,s River and a bridge over to the left bank. L P p Z n 
crossing some open tussock basins with oc- p *’ n ’ 

casional boardwalks over the boggy sections, 
to reach the small A-frame Cass Saddle Hut I 

near the bushline. There are limited camping Sj W,, , >, ** 

spots adjacent to this four-bunk hut. jL ■'s&M 

Cass Saddle itself is reached after a for- 
ther half-hour or so. Frequent marker poles 
lead across open tussocklands, interspersed 
with a smattering of Spaniards, to a fine B 

viewpoint overlooking Hamilton Creek and E ife Zjk& 

the hut far below. This section of the track 3 - ^ 

receives high winter snowfalls, and at times ’ 

extreme avalanche danger exists here, which : ^ 

is something to be aware of if you are tack- I 
ling this tramp in the colder months. B 

The track descends steeply towards E 
Hamilton Creek, with some small slips, then E 

more gently through forest terraces to the B m 

valley floor. Hamilton Hut, situated on a ter- E 

race above the valley, is reached after about B J V' 

half an hour, the track breaking out onto E &'-%'■ ^ 

grassy flats with clear views after the relative B jr • / . , ' - rC .J /' 

confines ofthe forest. Hamilton Hut is mod- ... '■* £ <*V 

em and spacious (20 bunks), with running • .**”■ * : ^ 

water, a radio and, most importantly in the 

colder months, a wood stove. F *' v || V "'■ * V ” 

Below Hamilton Hut the creek is B ** 

ridged with a walkwire, a high-water al- E •’ jjf 

ternative, which leads to a swingbridge over f*"*7 t -*-■ v - 

e Harper River a short distance above its AfessjBflfcSilBateSB 

confluence with Hamilton Creek. Continue Swin 9Mdge over the west Harper River 

fora tream ° n tFUe w hh occasional 

ditio S lnt ° ^° rest ’ though it is also possible to follow the streambed in low-flow con- 
canvas ^ eac ^ s to the old and classic West Harper Hut, complete with dirt floor, five 
characteT* S 30 °P en ^replace - a good option for those who eschew the frequently 

with ( Snia ^ ^° r ^ e a ^ ove the hut can either be bypassed above or waded across, complete 
confluent ln . sumrner swimming holes along the way. Stony flats lead up to a major 
nee with Long Creek, crossing Harper Stream where necessary en route. Take 









V f • 

i ^4 M'3i m 



Swingbridge over the West Harper River 
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cm here to head north up the minor valley; Long Creek, although the larver rf(1 . 
tributaries, is a dead end. ar #er of the two 

Cairns mark the way up this stony riverbed and into the forest on the true left , L 
after the usual ups and downs, arrives at Lagoon Saddle Shelter. This is a smfZ ' 
(two bunks, wood stove) built in a clearing; another garden-shed’ hut fth u am * 

.« ii, ugh,,. ,«,« toth s « , 0 r,i n u " Si; ■ 

A short section of forest leads out onto the tops above the tarn on Lagoon SMI 
om where the view northwards opens up dramatically. Far below flows the braided’ 

onTclea" ** ™ 0W ' t0pped P eaks around Arthurs Pass dominate the skyline 

are ^ ar ° U , nd !' * h ? ulder ° f Mt Bruce - where actions of the frequently boggy trad k 

exofrc forest""^! •' d0 " n *° Where the P ath ent ^ s a m«edbeech/ 

Bealev Hut Hr ’ Z ,' gZag S ° me 400 metres down through this forest to the six-bunk 

highwaf All th , f°n T ^ paSSing the Wi,derness Lodge just before the main 

iofoT™ f a u f ° ° WS f ° r th ° Se Without P rior P icku P arrangements is an U-kiiometie 
jog or cycle ride back to the Cass River bridge. 
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W«**rn» 


Tumfl^iiNfei frm 1232m 


Hnwrton Hui 


iValmdffarifi River 


SPlnifi \Mmit4\m 


mtrn 


\ H\n m 


/ JWi* 

EdwardiHut SSL* J? 

{ r 3 & 


Arthur* Paw 


This classic tramp in Arthur’s Pass National Park 
encompasses all that is good about heading off into 
the hills for a long weekend. The route takes you 
from beech forests to subalpine river flats, across 
two mountain passes complete with picturesque 
tarns, over the Main Divide for a night among West 
Coast bush and then back down to a broad, open 
river valley. Between the two DOC huts the route 


ii0f 

Jtm# 16 hour, > / { '4 
Fdw,wfo Hiif 4 r ^ , 

bunks, r*u 0 , wood 
Edwards Hut to F^»t Qt*h,itr 
River: 5 hours. East Ofehdke 
River to Hawdon Hut; } hours 
(20 bunks, radio, wood stove). 
Hawdon Hut to Hawdon 
Shelter: 3 hours. 

Maps Otira K33, Arthur's Pass 
Parkmap 273/01 

Access SH 73 to the layby 
6 km south of Arthur's Pass 
village 

Alternative Routes There 
are many options once you an 
in Edwards Valley, in particulai 
the climb over the north shoulder of Mt Oates and 
descent to Goat Pass via Lake Mavis. 

Information DOC Arthur's Pass, Ph 03 318 9211 

WARNING! The Bealey and Hawdon rivers can 
both become impassable during heavy rain. 


ts either unmarked, or marked only with the occasional rock cairn or pole. There are no 
ri ges and the rivers and streams require frequent crossings, so this is a wet-boot trip 
and one that can only safely be undertaken in dry, low-water conditions. For trampers 
unaccustomed to this type of travel, times may be longer than those indicated, as is the 
ase if the route is followed in reverse. 

Th ^ kilometres south of Arthur’s Pass village at a large layby next to the railtrack. 
co * S 3 S ^ n anc ^ an intentions book here. Wade the Bealey River just above its 

ther UenCe the Mingha; if you have problems here with high water, remember that 

ab e , aremany more rivers to cross on this trip and you may therefore want to consider 
°ning it until conditions are drier. 

o ran U \ across the valley, fording the Mingha en route, to where large and obvious DOC 
triangles mark the entrance into the beech forest, below the junction ol the Fdw au s 



Rim. t his bypasses llu* lower Edwards (forge, which is a fun alternative if if,„ 

are sulheienllv low. The track re-emerges onto the river flats, which are folk*^*^ 

true lelt bank (with occasional diversions into the forest) until you reach ^ 

of the Edwards. The track crosses this river - difficult in high flow - abov 

with the main valley, to pick up a marked track some 100 metres upstrea ^ 

into the forest. This is about the halfway point to the hut. 01 Ms 

From here the track climbs steeply up the forested valley sides, an ascent oft 

tree-root and rock ‘stairways’, to avoid the waterfalls that tumble down the dee ^ 

the Edwards River below. Eventually, the track emerges onto tussocklands at thefohf * 

The spacious 16-bunk Edwards Hut is a welcome sight in the distance, some 20 m' 
further on. ’ minutes 

From Edwards Hut, follow the true left bank of the river up towards Taruahuna Pass 
Stick mainly to a track through the tussocks, although at times you may find it preferable 
to cross to the right bank, thereby avoiding small sections of scrub-bashing in favour of 
the stony riverbed. Look out for blue ducks in the main river as you go, listening for the 
characteristic whistle of the male. These ducks are the only native species to inhabit fast- 
owing mountain streams, and their whitewater antics are well worth watching if you 
are lucky enough to spot them in the Edwards River. 

The head of the valley is dominated by a huge pile of rock debris, the result of the 



Upper Hawdon Valley tram below Walker Pan 













1929 earthquake ((>.9 on the Richter scale) ih,» n „, i i 

but also shook oft' a sizeable part of Fatima Mount • °”w ■ dma ^ / ' r, * M,r s Paw village 
Tarualuu, to. over which 'an i f ™ "*!““* «<" 

saddle hclorc turning abruptly northej^ d!X Jt^Z ^ «** 

the range on the right. Tarn Col is best approached from this side bv T* l™ ^ 
along the streambed that drains from the lowest by ascen<Jln g directly 

point of the col, bypassing the small waterfall on 
the true left by a steep snowgrass slope. Great 
care should be taken here, especially in wet or 
icy conditions, as a slip could be fatal. (If you are 
travelling east to west, it is possible to avoid this 
steep snowgrass by descending the scree slope at 
the southern end of the col, a preferable route 
down into the Edwards Valley.) The climb to the 
small lake nestled among boulders and tussock 
on the top of Tarn Col takes about 45 minutes 
from Taruahuna Pass. 

Enjoy the views from this high point - the 
steep flanks of Mt Franklin dominate the scenery 
to the northwest, while the peaks to the east lie 
within the Otehake Wilderness Area. If you plan 
to camp in the main valley below, linger here and 

enjoy the solitude, as the night’s camp is about 
two hours away. 

After crossing the flat tussock country nes- 
t e in the saddle for about five minutes, drop into 
a creek that drains from the tarn above. Resist 
s a ymg above this steep little gorge, as bluffs 
i ? n P reven * bother travel on the top. This creek 
s o owed, and crossed many times, before you 

■ ° 1 *1 east branc h of the Otehake River, from 

heaT thC tFaCk Cr ° SSes t0 the true ri 8 ht bank and 
the ri U ^cf rearn *° 3 ddightfiil little campsite on 
the ats. You are now on the western side of 

daisy a 10 ^ V ^ e ’ n °ticeable by the presence of mountain neinei, leatherwood and tree 

From 11 ^ SCm kg™ thickly on the hillsides, 
swings to h 6 f ? Vers ^ e cam P> continue up-valley for about 20 minutes to where the river 
semb am/' (southwest) towards Amber Col. A cairned track leads up left into 

in its basin S °^° We ^ to tbe * ow saddle known as Walker Pass. This also has a small tarn 
Su balpines'• ° nCe a ^ a * n tbe roL, t e follows the outlet creek draining through dense 
it is a more | ^ trac ^ z *g za M s along this creek, and although it requires care to follow, 

valley sides^M 3Sanl l 3ros f >ect than battling through the dense dracophyllum scrub on the 
arker poles show where the track leaves the creek and climbs steeply up to 



MM 

Alpine tarn on Walker Pass 





"***tea. 


a ixH kv knob, with a lino view both up to Walker Pass mul a 

'*"* Havulon River, some 300 metres below. *” tw ^ ^ (ir 

Pick up a good, though steep track that descends thr, l . * * 

the l\vin kails to the valley floor below. The well-marked t fore,r and ry 

gentle angle to reach the new Hawdon Hut f20 hunt rac k continues at a far ^ 

minutes. Built in 2007, the hut hasbeen 

jutution of Discovery Stream with the Hawdon River. 6 Up ' val b from <C 

le Hawdon River valley is now followed down to ih» 
fem the hut. Take the track on the true right ewer V, ' a " eas >' th ™ hour, 
shps and forest clearings, until markers lead overThe y tream and a ™» ml 
the wide boulder fan of the east branch of the HawS ?* M <«*• Cm 
matagouri-covered terrace before dropping doivn^IT^ f ° ° W the tracl( trough a 
marker poles sporadically show the way down valle ° ^ St ° ny nVer flats Mtm New 
before a final crossing just upstream from the wire feLdT'h ? ^ main riVOT once more 
A broad 4WD track leads to a short climb throuoh a'V™ Spans the Haw don River, 
the roadend. lmb throu S h the fo ™ to the Hawdon Shelter and 




ARTHUR'S PASS NATIONAL PARK 


Discovery Stream & 
Sudden Valley 



SH73 to 

CiiilleHiil 


Egg 5K73 to 
Arthur^ Pass 


Duration 2 days 

Grade Hard (river crossings 
and steep scrambling) 

Time 12-14 hours total. 
Hawdon Shelter to Discovery 
Stream: 2.5 hours. Discovery 
Stream to Polar Range camp: 
4.5 hours. Polar Range to 
Sudden Valley Biv (2 bunks): 3 
hours. Biv to Hawdon Shelter 
3 hours. 

Map Otira K33 

Access From SH 73 cross Mt 
White Bridge and follow the 
unsealed road to Hawdon 
Shelter (toilets, camping and 
intentions book). 

Information DOC Arthur's 
Pass, Ph 03 318 9211 

Alternative Route 

A shorter, though steeper, 
route continues up the main 
branch of Discovery Stream 
to a narrow notch in the 
ridge leading directly over to 
Sudden Valley. (See main text 
below for detailed description 
for this route.) 


Sudden Valley is a secluded backwater near the 
southern edge of Arthur’s Pass National Park, close 
to the road yet not often visited. Combined with a 

boulder-hop up Discovery Stream, along with a fine-weather camp on the Polar Range, 
this attractive valley can be enjoyed in descent, as part of the round trip describe . 

Note that this tramp involves countless stream crossings, with both valleys subject 

J° Coding during heavy rain; it should only be undertaken when the rivers are running 
low. 

from the roadend carpark by Hawdon Shelter follow markers into the fbiest and 












would also be in flood this is defi ™ f j aSSa ^ le dunn S heav Y ra m. and, as Discovery Stream 
follows a rough 4WD track ni *- y on y a good weather tramp. A newly-poled route 
before climbiL up to a ml e “ ^ flats ’ 'be river after au hoar 

race is easier on the feet than ^° Un co ^ ered terrace on the true left. Travel along this ter- 
for rocky ground later in th & 0ldders below; there will be plenty of opportunity 

Hawdon River, with mark ^ ^ ^ F ° SS w ^ e boulder fan of the east branch of the 
After a further 15 minute^h 0 ^ a ^ n s b°wing the way back into the forest beyond, 
the true right, where it nr> S f n tF3C ^ * s ^ orcec ^ back across the main Hawdon River to 
and forest clearings. The r. W ° ° WS <dose t0 the water s edge, crossing a few small slips 
minutes up-valley from th 3Wdon ^ ut ’ @0 bunks, stove, radio) is located about 15 
issuing from Discovery ° ^ mar ^ e< ^ on maps), just after the large alluvial tan 

route heads upstream fron^here ^ Un ^ SS ^ ou are Perming on a night at the hut, the 

scrub all have to be neoof' ^ tF ? am * s never dull, as boulders, rock pools and sections of 

or so i‘ s quite steep and 7 without an orange triangle in sight. The initial hour 

waterfalls in this attractiv^ ’ 3S stream plunges down cataracts and over sin 
f nlftnni„„ attr active and untracked vail™ 

hour is 


waterfalls in this attra C ° n ned ’ as stre am i 
.bp'a.mi:”; C e t, I, ea ': d -»-kedv a ,,e y l 

edS, ! r 8°ing as the vallev flnl!? al ^ ernatlve r °ute up the main creek, the next hour 
northwest branch of the sir°° r CVels ° Ut somew hat. vShortly after the junction wit 1 
1 w valley comes into view obvious ,ow notch in the rugged ridge at the heai 1 

’ Kh ls the route over to Sudden Valley. 


t iti 




on 


«™ 'rft. From here on tlu- gig i, rocky w fh 3 ,fzpaWp 

a degree ot ellort; be sure to keep.left up the m'nin H J "TZ ' Cm ‘ r ' llnl K ul requiring 
ing) which narrows to a deep cleft shortly before the^Th^'! 11 ’” ,0 ° k invi ‘- 
steep. requiring care for a rocky scramble up a short loo P ' °° m< ‘ tre, are 

mudstone where possible, and a final scrabble lead’s to the nl^ 'n b ' aCl< 3rgillite/ 
valleys, being just to the »» »(PI 1755 on th '“ 

The descent from this pass at about 1700 metres is a lot gentler than the ascent the 

5W metres below 0 " glV1 " 8 ^ ‘° * fine ”** rU " 3 " the ^ to the **»* «°or -me 

the ^owever, if time and weather allow, a longer trip to Sudden Valley with a night on 
the Polar Range w,U provide more variety, as well as more time above the bushlinl 

. V the north ' vest branch of the stream > where an old cairn on a mossy boulder 
shows the way up the true left of the creek. The forest is untracked, involving some vig¬ 
orous us as ing, but in less than an hour you emerge abruptly onto the rock-strewn 
open va ey a ove. Boulder-hop easily towards the upper basin, where an obvious deep 

C M CU u UP t f le hillsicle t0 tlle This is a dead-end gully, with access to the hanging 
va ey above via grass and scree slopes just down-valley from the gully. A steep 400-metre 
aul leads to a basin directly above this gully; skirt around Pt 1844 and Pt 1937 on broad 
scree slopes to gain the crest of the range in about two hours from the valley floor. 

d ffi The nd§e ° f the P ° lar Range is shattered and quite sharp in places, although any 
culties can be skirted around en route towards the towering Mt Scott ahead. 

Views across Arthur’s Pass to Mt Rolleston and myriad other peaks in the area are 
particularly fine from up here, making it an excellent spot to camp in good weather, 
ere are limited patches of grass among this stony upland; the best spot is situated by 

a small tarn just below the ridge. 

Continue along the ridge to a deep col just north of Mt Scott, from where a long, 

so^hT SCree S ^°i )e descends i nt0 the head of Sudden Valley below. Be aware that this 
out acing slope can hold snow for many months of the year. Follow the small stream 
own to the new Sudden Valley Biv (2 bunks), set by the forest edge on the true right of 
e stream and about two hours from the ridgetop. 

ri ht^° W the valley is open and straightforward, generally following the true 

ifad to" 111 S ^° rt ^ a h° ve Barrier Falls. Look out here for markers on the true Jett, which 
Wa . rf l ^ at s * d i es for about 500 metres through forest well above these impassable 
the foh f * * ovvards the end of this sidle, the steep ‘Devils Chute’ can be avoided by taking 
defi 1 ° f k °f the track just above this narrow gut. This drops into a wide, rubble-filled 
the 1U 1 Showed for 100 metres down to the stream edge. Looking back upstream 
* w i r ul waterfalls show clearly why this deviation was necessary. 

* n k lre( ( ( * 11 ^ a ^ 1 ^ ■'itream continues to be enclosed in an attractive narrow gorge, requir- 
tlais truss * u gs for a kilometre or so until abruptly emerging onto wide, gravel 

tlu- ti. *i * U ^ as * ^ kilometres down to the Hawdon Valley, with a final river crossing to 
' '"^*1 varpaik at Iht* luadvnd. 


Arthur's pass national paw Avalanche Peak & 

Crow Valley 



1 Lo Canrn-gtaR h5 


Klcndyke Shelter 


Kltmdyke 

Corner 


Duration 2 days 
Grade Moderate 

Time 8-11 hours total. 
Arthur's Pass village to 
Avalanche Peak: 3-4 
hours. Avalanche Peak to 
Crow Hut (10 bunks, wood 
stove): 2 hours. Crow Hut to 
Waimakariri Flats: 2-3 hours. 
Waimakariri Flats to Kiondyke 
Corner: 1-2 hours. 

Maps Otira K33, Wilberforce 
K34 

Access From Arthur's Pass 
village 

Alternative Routes 

Avalanche Peak can be 
climbed as a day trip from 
Arthur's Pass village. This 
tramp can also be combined 
with the next walk (see page 
115), to Waimakariri Falls Hut. 

information DOC Arthur's 
iPass, Ph 03 318 9211 

1WARNING! This is an alpine 
area. Snow and ice on the 
ttops could make the trip 
dangerous, and the risk of 

. avalanche is high at certain 

hut lS 3 VCr ^ P°P u * ar tr *P> especially since a new times of the year. The route is also subject to river 

m ! n ^ row Galley was built to replace the levels, as there are no bridges along the way. 

» U ? °J der antl fattier version. The tramp over 
the W' C 6 * nto ^ row Valley and down to 
l°yed . a,ma ^ ar * r * anc * Kiondyke Corner can be en- 

p art i Ul a ^surely two days, or alternatively run in as little as four hours if you plan on 
upating in the Avalanche Peak Challenge. Good weather is required for the climb 
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•r> I hr IS.W-inolre-liigli peak itself, and since the views from there 
attractions of this tramp it would be prudent to wait for a clear da ' llu ">»s 

t here are two tracks leading up from the village to the summit „r, 
the slightly gentler Scotts Track and the more direct Avalanche lT* 1 *** 
which are well marked throughout. Either way, there are over Won J7 ho " 1 <* 

be prepared tor a steep and. on hot days, a sweaty climb. r " t0 «cend, „ 

The more direct track starts just up from the 
village and before a bridge over the creek. It clambers straight uTth Pa ” 

mountain beech, the exposed roots of which are put to good us ? e as coni ^ l ^ * 
on the steeper sections. There are some attractive waterfalls down " h3ndholdl 

these are not easy to access you should rememberUrake enough to drink forll 
less ascent over to the Crow Valley. ° n t0 dr nk or water- 

slighjgentlerangletowards* TI * 3 

either side of the exposed ridw fh W C t0 ^ ’ ^ ese s ^ ou ^ always be followed, since 
Particular care shoTd be tatn T" ^ and ****** 

- often the lull ^ °" * ** ~ 
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"dge being the route taken beforfd ° and the Crow Ghc ^ are superb 

There are „ 0 direct routes 7 ° Ppmg down t0 the Crow Vailey. P 

pe ' ( ;,‘ he s V leads to ^77'^ from top" of Avalanche 

t h ‘ S ‘ S the “PPosite dire! "n to f ^ ^ * the SOUth ** of the 

followed” t0 gain the ridTr l f "7' r ° Ute taken > and skirt around the 

a distinct'ri "T Screeslo Pes tofhe ea.77 n ° rth ,r ardS tOWards Mt Ro,,es “>n. This is 

" b iCr ahead > at which point!71 ’ ” " Side ° f the rid g e until you reach 

lr ‘dicato r l ° locate the correct Hp * P ° StS Sh ° W the Way d ° Wn to the Crow Vaiiey 

^ ^ f im visi bility is when the em"re dronof 77 bluffed out ' a reliable 

Moulin"- e entire drop of the Punchbowl Falls across the val- 


u A rough an ^* 1 - r “ 1C r UIIU,uowl calls across the val- 

o!‘^t nCh r ^‘‘area!Th°c " ^ ^ ( "° te that this 

l, ""-' 'low,,,,7 s '°pe on the true right „ 77. ' T * **" from "ear ‘be 

W ' '‘Priied,7, " ° r '“ah'an hour, cms ■ ‘ T ° reafh tlw but. follow 

Ma >' »m. Crow I .. g " soon “ P u «ble if the water is run.. 


"*• ‘ Wu"7m ! w half an hour, crOTri.w “7 ~" K,Ver ; lo ««<* ‘be hut, follow 

“ y **«. ‘ row Hue ‘Cl“a P ° S 7 ” “ b ™“*W 

H t ths dnd a wo ^d stove. The vuIJey gets its 
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mune from «sighting, in 18(i5, of the South Island kokako or < < 
sw " 1,1 Arthurs Pass area in the Ill.lOs and nowadays presurleT 

In springtime, the grassy flats around here are dotted with I 
Mount t ook lily', a common misnomer for the worlds lareest tT" 0 "’ rl ""' r '«fih, 
hillii. Found only in the South Island mountains, this most sole "'!T‘ P ' 
provides an added dimension to early summer tramps, and is usual! f„ a,pin ' P 1 ** 
November and into December, depending on aspect altitude and hZ 

There are good views of the South Face of MtRolleston ant, uj 
ley, from the Crow Hut door. As the second day of this trip involves Z ^ Cm U 
stroll down-valley to Klondyke Corner, stay awhile and enfoy ZZceZZ 
a book or take an icy morning dip in the river. " s P°t’ read 

T he track down from the hut follows the true right bank of th.ro * 
alternating between grassy flats and beech forest. Some two hn, h f SCadln ^ Crow ^ 
where the river begins to flow out across shingle flat* i th ™ ° CaS ^ trave * ^ t0 

it can usually be crossed without problem From here cut thnTT * WhlCh P ° int 
to the Waimakariri Flats. P ’ Ut throu 8 h a small patch of forest 

although ateme sTageSsforc! ^ Waimakariri Riwr are followed on its north side, 
rough vehicle track leading to Kl ^°!t u ^ recross tRe r * ver ' before you pick up the 
8 kilometres ■£££ rZl S ^ 0n SH ?3 ' « *» * *L, 



ART HUR’S PASS NATIONAL PARK 


Waimakariri Falls Hut 
& Mt Philistine 



JrfFngttin Hut 


KFgndyfre 

Corner 


MfArmstmtig 


Duration 2 days 
Grade Moderate/easy 
mountaineering 

Time 16-18 hours total. 

Klondyke Corner to Carrington 

Hut (36 bunks, radio, stove): 
4-5 hours. Carrington Hut 
to Waimakariri Falls Hut (6 
bunks): 3 hours. Waimakariri 
Falls Hut to Waimakariri Col: 

2 hours. Waimakariri Col to 
SH 73 via Mt Philistine: 7-8 
hours. 

Maps Otira K33, Wilberforce 
K34 

Access Klondyke Comer, on 
SH 73, located 8 km south of 
Arthur's Pass village 

Alternative Route Descend 
all the way down Rolleston 
Valley from the saddle by 
Waimakariri Col (allow 8-10 
'hours to reach SH 73). 

Ilnformation DOC Arthur's 
^ass, Ph 03 318 9211 

'WARNING! Unbridged 
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encountered for much of the year, and crampons 
and ice axe are necessary pieces of equipment. 


A tnp across the Main Divide over Waimakariri Col 

checklist Th ^ mUS I t ' do tram P s on many people’s 
D . ’ e 8 ray el slog up the ‘Waimak’ perhaps 

it shn^!! 16 ’ P ardes f His weekend excursion, but 

and there^ ^ ^ terra * n ls var * ec l and interesting, 

ascent of Mr phT^ S ^ ec ^ ^ ut m which to spend a cosy night. If combined with an 
P°ns and ic * * Sdne 0n secon d day, this tramp frequently requires the use of cram- 

River instead^* 68 ^° Wever ’ *^y° u do not have these skills you can descend the Rolleston 
a hard’ o ra{ j ° reac ^ main highway north of Arthur’s Pass. This tramp would merit 
e> as * ere are considerable stretches of steep sidling on scree. 













11..' track starts at Klondykc Corner, on Ml 7.1, just beyond d 
over the Waitnakariri River, where there is a carpark and rough ,* '" H,i hr*. 

d.m n to the river gravels. The route up-valley will vary depend! nn h" " f roa,) lp *lm, 
but always involves a few crossings back and forth to avoid section 
true left. There is a flood track on the opposite side of the vallev ,t 7 bluff,i a H IV 
long road bridge and following a benched track up the true riot,', ^ ad i a «"t loth, 
Turkey Flat and beyond. However, if river levels warrant this 3 ™,^ ' , 1 drop ' dr,Wn <° 
constder altering your plans, since there are a number of ouitcTm , ' hen you ^ould 
need to be crossed before you reach Carrington Hut ^ fficu t Slde weeks that 
Although the terrain underfoot can appear monotonous take ,1 m „, 
mosses, cushion plants and small shrubs that survive out on T ° appreciate 'V 
flats. The grander picture, however, is always dramatic with ^ w,ndswe P t river 
of the valley. Rich green forests decorate their lower sionesand'h“ "'“S “ P °" b ° ,h sides 
the upper reaches of these typical Arthurs Pass mountains ^ Smofe 

between 6 four ar^f^h^r^Ifyo^^^nfong ^ttnks, radio, stove) takes most parties 
Crow Valley tramp (see page 1U) allow $ ^ “ P with the Mt Blanche »d 

the Crow Valley. Carting! Hu, m! kes T? "* ^ ^ 
tmations: up the White River to Barker Hut t ^ f ° r day trips t0 a number of d «- 
which leads over to the Taipo River or to w •' °7 Murctllson: U P to Harman Pass, 

Hut it takes a further three to four h airnakariri Col and back. From Carrington 

Falls Hut; staying here puts von i ours ^° rea ch the much more intimate Waimakariri 
days. y n a suita ^ e position to complete the trip in the allotted 

The glacially fed White R ,w :* 

crossed soon after you leave the hut (if it is running 








l g ^ ou can use cableway 20 minutes upstream). There is an intermittently marked 
trac on the true right of this upper section of the Waimakariri River, passing through 
sections of forest and along the riverbank, with views up-valley to the rugged Carrington 
e . After an hour it opens out into subalpine scrub and herbfields, with the Campbell 
er ow * n g in from the west. Beyond this junction the main river takes a sweep to the 

as t, it is easier to cut this corner by crossing the river, thereby avoiding the outside bend 
and small bluffs above. 

proa^h'n'^^ ^ ecomes narrower and more impressive as the Waimakariri Falls are ap- 

alpin fl ^ ete water ^ a ^ s cascade over the crags and chasms above, and a varied array of 

foxglov To' S *. U ^ S ' : ^ e hillsides: Mount Cook buttercups ( Ranunculus lyallii), mountain 

daisies CW / 7™ macrocar pa), delicate eyebrights {Euphrasia revoluta), papery everlasting 

thp 6 lC r y sum bdlidioides ) and many more to delight the amateur botanist during 
the summer months. 6 

main 7° re ^ ou reac b the as yet invisible falls, and just before the start of the 
h climbs'^ 6, * f trac ^ a 8 a i n crosses to the true right. Initially the route is very steep as 
v * tw point <7 7™ ^ r ’ ver h et i through scrub to reach, after about five minutes, a fine 
cairns alon° Ver °°^* n ^ thundering waterfalls below. Higher up, be on the lookout for 
a rocky sidj! a ^ u ^ isoc l 4 y- boulder-strewn terrace above the gorge, especially when crossing 

bridge (IVtT ^ °V ar g e boulders has to be negotiated just before a tricky descent to a swing- 
d».„b U-ads to'n aSI "’ W ' l h l h e sound of crashing waterfalls above. From here, a 10-minute 
( . ,,u,re open upper valley, passing some tarns before reaching the small 
ie Waimakariri falls Hut (six bunks), perched above a rocky cleft. 
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1 In- area around Ibis cosy fillip Inn Is worth ex .,i nri T| 
with clusters ol bullercups in November and December and J' ' lr<a,n 3b,nr h frm„ 
the gloomy depths of the chasm directly downstream reveal^r'' 0 "’ Wramb '' *£ 
as it plunges 80 metres over this fault lip. Back down the vat h "“ We P"wer „f ' 
metres the highest peak in the park) dominates the southern T J* Mur<bi ’°" <« C 
to VVaimakariri Col ts clearly obvious up-valley * ' V lne ' while the rou|p 

rins can be quite a long day whichever rouie is taken for ,h a 
tng early and watching the sunrise on the glacier fields descent - so consider ^ 

• e most of the available time. The rou telwa L, * „ M ^ Urchisd ". ‘hereby ££ 
riear as it follows the true left side of the stream until it fl aimakann Co1 is initially qu J 
bottom o the valley. Cross over just below he " to he ^ T ° f 3 Sma " 
snow slopes through a line of bluffc to the crest of the h ^ SCramb| e “P sow 
The actual Waimakariri Col does not lead dnw h , b ad saddle above, 
northern side; the better crossing point is reach,d u n “a 7 '° tbe Ro ' ,es 'on River on in 
around Pt 1845 until you are directly below the MtArm!" 8 “ 3 nortbwes “*‘y direction 

straightf 0rward slope oftnrwtr7aterT n n the erable diSt<mCe fton> ‘ he saddle - before a 

to this 'a C T eC ' S Mt R *ston with Mt "* leads back across to the high 

bis ndge from the saddle, as lines of stee ml P° not be tem Pted to head direcdy 
Choose the best line un o the a a P Wuffi bar tbe way. 7 

M^RoU 18b °* Prave ‘ northwtirds along th^aa* 1 ^^ ° n con ditions, gaining it somewhere 
M. RoUeston should only he attempted <pjite «•* Pereas the way south to 

bad 8 w' S r PeCtaCUlar P lace be oi^a dJr Pmen f ed P arties - The Philistine-Roileston 
are P °° r vis »bility. Allow four h i" S mornin & b “t should be avoided in 

a ,J°:; d and firm, but longer in soft snmll', fr ° m the hut t0 this point if conditions 
V ,Z 1 8 ''° p t0 reac b the large bulk of 19 fi 7 an hour or so along this dehghttiiily 
Teslr a WardS ' Tbe bnal sectton^ ££ ^ M ‘ Phibstin '- which dominates the 
The^be t panorarn ic summit " SOme straightforward scrambling on the 

avotdinlk 3 sboit distance no^th ofthe^' Season ; bu t a smooth snow slope normallv 
broad rid 6 Steeper and sharper East directi y to a broad basin below, thereby 

hue of cUIs sc7 r nH ^ ‘ he Phili stine S Bluffs m The iS baS '"’. folloM ' the « en ' b dropP ‘" g 
footina eu 3 ned and well trodden u „. s * The route through this short but steep 

°nce b ;L h 7 h e be ^ n accide nts here. ° ^ ^ Unfor S ivin g place in which to lose your j 

valley S W ° tUssocks and scree tih ^ ° ff th<? ridge ,eadin g to Warnock s Knob. i 

nZ y d ol f each this at ** v^i:^ ^er and the main footpath along the I 

6 kilometres d** the , final half-hour’s stroll m there * S an icy ptw)1 for an t 

dovvn the road, and it is .1 the h, ghway. Arthur s Pass village is about s 

usually possible to hitch a ride from here. 
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ARTHUR’S PASS NATIONAL PARK 


Mingha-Deception 

River 



Duration 2 days 
Grade Moderate 

Time 11 hours total. Otira River footbridge 
(SH 73) to Goat Pass Hut (20 bunks, radio): 6 
hours. Goat Pass Hut to Bealey River and SH 73: 
5 hours. 

Map Otira K33 

Access From SH 73 in the Otira Valley, 20 km 
north of Arthur's Pass Village and 3 km north of 
Kelly Creek day shelter 

Information DOC Arthur's Pass, Ph 03 318 
9211 

WARNING! As is the case throughout this 
alpine area, the rivers can become impassable 
during heavy rain. 
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tramp for people I baseTi^Christehurch 1 T^ S T hern A,ps ° ffm a S 0 "* weekend 
be annual Coast to Coast conpe^Z ™* the mountain! secta j 
than three hours during the race mnct' f a,thou g h lf is frequently completed in less 
option described below. ,„ g00 d condi!nLT ramPerS "“ prrfer the more *■* 

remil T* SeCtl0ns ~ Particularly in the Decentio ™ P .f resents no Problems, but be aware 
regularly marked. Allow time to make the S T u y ~ are rou S h and the track is not 
Goat Pass Hut, all the more enioyZelfl T ^ ^ tri P U P <° Mavis from 
A few kilometres north of the K eZ c * ^ pack ‘ 

",.? e cr ® sses the Otira River to the botto^ f T sheIter on SH 73 > a substantial foot- 
diking this route from north to south hT DeCe P tion Va %- The advantage of 

ur 0 rftf ' ^* f * S runnin g too high here thp ^ ^ C3n ^ how high the river is ri ?ht at 
Up - l l[ hls is ^ case, save the tram J 1 T d,tions wUl b « even more difficult ftirther 

fnr th e ? eCe P tion R iver, originallv Un 30 ^ ^ ^ and 8° U P t0 Carroll Hut instead. 
e railway company who warned th TV S G ° at River ’ was renamed by a surveyor 
o was deceptive. His warnings nrn h f 6 Volume of wat er this river could carry in 
od carried away a lot of expensive r .T* Pr ° phetic when > a few months later, a major 
Beyond the initial shingle fl a T *1 W ° rks Stream. 

n mue lnto the lower gorge Ahh^™^ Dece P tion River to the true left bank and 
* g ,th ° Ugh this is not a marked track as such, there are a 
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•?*. . 

„ ; ; :* * 

it ■ ■* ., ' .' >^ *: ." / .r**"^«rl ., V: 


m.i,.h«-olM« w || , 

“ " h ™ "«'v ii.mHui, ( 1 . 1 ,. I, • : , ''" ,, " i,l,| y <t,ti,,i ,„ „!,,., , 

*"* '" <•«*• large , 1,0 mute i ‘ i 77' ^ arc oerj 7 .' ml "' <'<■* ««, 

nm-vvan. I** * no,v ,lchn« li„ )( |, I "' *""<% Hvorhod *" ,f " 

waving in and out of typi n || v i,, Z ,(afi * n Kf ( > the true riffhf 7 mtn K**»rin n 
««* « «•«> run ove/s' S *« C„ a , houCSrr'T ^ 
The Upper Deception Hut ' b „ . , * " , " U « ,I! ** ">»* 

after about live hours, is sited on th ^ ks) ’ passed 
after CKHHl Luck Creek, Continue f ftl f *“* 

the riverbed, or follow vague tracks th ^ he [ houru P 
bush, which lead to a final scramble nearby 

creek with a pole marking this junct on^e 5 ™ 11 
Goat Pass Hut (20 bunks and a radin7 ^ PaC '° US 
subalpine scrub just short of the ls SItuate d ln 
the old wood stove has been r ***. Note that 

ascend tussock and scree 9 !^°^ 3t f ^ e Jlut > 

distinct ridge leading °,f eS east of the pass to a 
fo r the climb up) if £L ° ‘ he lake (a,low ^ hours 
^Pine lake are l d tS.TT' the shores <f this 

. Ba ck at Goaf pasTHutT! “ S PP'>' 
boardwalk cross the fa,i extens,ve sections of 

u PPer Mingha Valiev^ 6 71^ ^ ,eadin « t0 the 
htsectivorous ^ °° b “™ *e mosses and 

Unlike the tract, fi ?* ab “ these "etlands. ^JL ,, _ . . 

do >*n the Mingha is wfn* ^ DeCepti ° n Va l ,ey ' that ~ 

m m o« conditions Sub 1 ™*^ a " d eaSy t0 follow ' 

%£*£* %«■ ^yZZL7 d n Zi:;i 

a a r ^‘ he im Passab!rgolgf below a c l!mb th ^“7 y °“ rei>Ch the bushline ' Kee P in « well 
Z lu ° f ‘ he surrounding mountains t Pe *° Dudfey ' s K ™ b ' whlreCre 

y 7^ the final hour or 72L I f, “ g °° d P ‘ Cnic P lare on a s “'>"y day before 
^, fbe Bealey R iver is 77° d ° Wn t0 the ^Uey flats of the Lower Mingha 

■ ’ i7fo7r"' cha '>«e from timTto" “rolT ^" ch « k for 'he best 

nas oeen rain.w„ ■.. me> “ 1S or dy nve minutes fn mad n..— l 


■'V .. ' 7-., 

CiPaTv O 


h*dai^c llav c'h'appenedhere whe Fe ' rUnn * ngS * ay orremmtohfingha 

"B ,r O“a conditio ns When ' m P a,,ent weekenders have attempted to cf 1 



ARHHIK’S pass NAIIONM park 


Pfeifer Biv & 
Mt Pfeifer 



Duratkm 2 <J if, 

6r«d« Mod^r«it#/Hard 
Tim* 10-12 hour, total. 

Otira River footbridge ( SH 73> 
to Pfeifer Biv (2 bunks) via 
Paratu Stream: S hours. Biv to 
SH 73 via Aicken Range and 
Tutu Creek: 5-7 hours 

Map Otira K33 

Access From SH 73 in the 
Otira Valley, 20 km north of 
Arthur's Pass Village and 3 km 
north of Kelly Creek Shelter 

Information DOC Arthur's 
Pass, Ph 03 318 9211 


Mt Pfeifer U<Mm 


QtthvKc Rtvw 


Lake HavrapctQka 


Pfeifer Biv, 


6 Vaborr?er S addfe 
975m ^ 


Mi Tmopuht 

IfrOSm 

;_ / 

AICKEN\RAN Gt 

\ 


Aick^ns 


SK73 to 

Kurnara Junction 


SH73 tfj 
Otira 


Pfeifer Biv is situated in an alpine basin high above the Otira and Taramakau rivers at the 
northern end of the Aicken Range. This is a less-frequented part of Arthur’s Pass National 
Park, with a distinct feeling of remoteness, despite its relatively easy access. 

Start this trip by crossing the footbridge over the Otira River (see Mingha/Decep- 
tion tramp, page 119 ), where there is an intentions book just after the bridge, chec or 
other parties ahead as well as adding your plans since the evening s destination is a sma 
two-bunk bivvy. 

Follow the Deception River for about a kilometre before cutting through a narro 
band of bush on your left, leading to some open pastures. Skirt the bush edge unti 
Ing the broad, stony bed of the Paratu Stream, ignoring a small creek be ore an 
has an indistinct track and a few ribbon markers, presumably an old possum me 
Paratu Stream is a bit of a boulder hop, but leads easily up to Wa aroa a , 
lowing the true right branch at the 550-metre contour (cairn and permo at ™ 

The crest of Waharoa Saddle (975 m) is covered by a small patch o - 
a 1 °ugh still below the bushline, commands good views into t e upper re 
u gged Pfeifer Creek beyond. 









■ . 

A large cairn marks the start of a recently r„t , r , , ,. 

- *r - f 3 ° cr '”““*■** 

^£rr.^32£t-"CS%s 

*"g Il» Lp of .hi. tanging Jiln, roi 

Pfeifer Biv in the next basin to the east A short H‘ ^ ^ ^ ^ irect ^ t0 f ^ e location of 

bivvy comes into view; a small tin shed sitting in the nhddl the ,ntervenin g ridge and the 
1300-metre contour. g ™ ddle of a Jar S e > °P en basin at the 

exercfsrfnXtZitf^lViorhm ^"7 ^ ™ Id <* « ^ 

be invaluable landmarks. g e au t and associated small tarns would 

replacinsTrathp 1 ^ ^ b ? nkS ’ t0llet ’ water from stream ) was built in January 2008 I 

for many 1^11.7 °'™ ' mUCh ‘ l0Ved ear,kr m ° del that had —pied L site 

Alexander^Rano t .1“* Un ‘ nterru P ted Vlews a "oss the deep Taramakau Valley to the / 

th hil f ° he "° rth ’ WhUe the ru «« ed Aicken Ra "ge rises up directly behind 

he bivvy, culminating in the craggy Mt Pfeifer (1704 m). f 

KT’^tiH—Wthg-:. •• f 












SH buck and cnjov die sunset and peace In this 

bn4.m only by the rail of marauding kea mil it v • ,fwa >''P 01 ’wdh the sifenr* 
k.wv K s<a. and, yon re lucky, the night time call nf 

Thi-rc are a number of possible routes from 
here with entries in the hut book giving a few 
options of varying difficulty. It is possible to drop 
down a branch of Pfeifer Creek and down to the 
Taramakau River, although a longer and more 
rewarding trip would be down the broad spur at 
the eastern end of the range to Lake Kaurapataka 
This is initially a trackless bush-bash, fortunately 
downhill, before picking up a track around the 
lake and onto the Taramakau. 

In good weather, however, the best route 
back home is along the rocky tops and down Tutu 

C !^ k 'Z *5' r>Wption River - Start ™th an ascent 
of Mt Pfeifer, which is a reasonable proposition by 

f "<«hem spur, taking about an hour to the top 
From here there are fine views over the Otehake 
Wilderness Area to the east, and further afield to 
P* around Arthur’s Pass. 

From Mt Pfeifer the whole ridge can be 
can ‘' l ' e n d “!! V " ds Mt Tara P u hi; any difficulties 
Z oT”. y ^ SlUrted around ° n side or 
spretacuh "t C ^ Weather th ‘ S scramble off ors 

the tussock b”™ “ °j 8 thC t0pS contrast to 

k basins and forests below. 

ft 1591 T m ° T r Creek StartS betw - n 

best spot fe a a Tarapuhl; take ca re to locate the 
d “*n to the creek be(f° ‘ he ‘° ng that rUns 

the lwi U T leadS down t0 its junction with Pfeifer Biv on the Waharoa Saddle, with the Taramakau VaUey beyond 
'alley*i 0 thfb^ W,ttl ab ° Ut an llour down 

alth <>ugh by'skTrting theh Way ' ^° W f* ° r SeVen h ° UrS t0 e W the Ml r '<%top 
the road could b^r k a , SmS dlrect y from the hut > and joining the ridge near 

°uld be reached in three or four hours. 



MID-CANTERBURY 


Mt Somers Walkway 


51 a vd ley 


Ftynna Hd 


Duration 2-3 days 
Grade Moderate 

Thnt 10 hours total. Sharplin 
folk carpark to Pinnacles Hut 
(18 bunks, wood stove): 4 
hours. Pinnacles Hut to Mt 
Somers Hut (26 bunks, wood 
stove): 3.5 hours. Mt Somers 
Hut to roadend via Trig R: 

2 hours. Mt Somers Hut to 
roadend via Woolshed Creek 
Canyon: 4 hours. 

Map Methven K36 
Access Turn off the 
Geraldine—Darfield road (SH 
72) 5 km north of Mt Somers 
village and 10 km south of Mt Hutt skifield 
entrance, following signs to Staveley. The route 
starts at the Sharplin Falls carpark. 

Wtenutive Routes It is possible to climb the 
tong but gentle Northwest Ridge to the summit 

rfMtSomersdesgm) from near the junction 

of Woolshed Creek and Morgan Stream (allow 

3 hours). An alternative return route follows 
Woolshed Creek Canyon. 

Information DOC Geraldine, Ph 03 693 9994 
The Mt Somers Walkway Society is in the process 
of linking up either end of the walkway to 

Wil n™ m reqUi,ed f0r ,he tram P. hut 

dl negate the presen, t, anspo , t arrang( , P e|rt 

will y ,illa9e ***• Ph 03 303 0859 

'heir own vehicles at ' 

S^,f Pa,kandbrin9 «hack.o 

Somers Welt omef s Hut is owned by the Mt 
DOC An ^Society but administered by 

-X h r: sa, r ¥aiidfw ' b ^ 

p “ ,ci,as ' d,romMis »^ 


to Ml Somers 



Mt Somers 1687m 


Mt Balciy lS42m 


*— Sharptlrt Falls 

Duke knot 739m 


Cr^flr :■.! 


Pinnacle* Hut 


« 2 » 


— CToted nfc, 


ft 934m 


Mt Somers Hu r 


Mt Somers is the prominent conical-shaped peak 
immediately to the south of Mt Hutt, and as it is 
only one-and-a-half hours’ drive from Christchurch 
it is a popular weekend destination for trampers 

The excellent Mt Somers 
a way was developed by a dedicated group of 
ocals in the late 1980s as a tramping route around 
t e northern side of this isolated volcanic outlier, 
and provides access to some varied landscapes. The 
route travels from beech and broadleaf forests up to 
the subalpine scrub and tussock uplands, passing 
through some impressive rock scenery, including 
towering columnar jointed cliffs, strange pinnacles 
and deep canyons. If you allow yourself an extra 
ay or two, there are plenty of opportunities for 
exploring the area more fully. 

Start at the Sharplin Falls carpark (470 m). 
w ere there is an information board, an intentions 
ook and toilets. It is always a good idea to fill 
the intentions book at trailheads, both for safety and 
°r an indication of the numbers of people vou can 
expect along the trail. From here, the track crosses 
ridge over the Bowyers Stream and then climb' 
s eep y fo r half hour j C) fo u >b (739 nd* 
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Moif .hx'l'l><"g back <I.mnlolhe. .. „ 

" 1 " m, s Mw 'Ihnbing n. Dio a ''7 ■mil him 

" spr, 1 "> ! " ,m ' l->w seel ions o (1 |, |„, ' n "' ri «'"- 

m adorned with creamy-white dusters of the , , "™ *" P™ »h«M*h on ,hj, W( 

*"•' ■* 3 WOl ‘ ,,mf spla ' il ' of™lour aniZ£’ r '" na,i5 

** Mark and mounlain lieech, along with broa.lt r ^ The d "™nam tree, h m 

I«hw.hhI growing in the understorey The h 1 f ’ marblf,|eaf and the characterise 

«** ”«*«• - a fungal growSharbotrs" 5h - a dish ^ 

o, the forest. The parasitic scale insect 7°^ <° ** «££ 

fungus takes more sugars from the tree than it hZ‘lZ 7 ’ C ° ncea,ed wi,hi ” 

secreted to the outside via a thin white tube Thi W h ° f processin g. and the excess is 
nectar-feeders of the forest, in particular beilbirdstuTT7 7 ma) ° r food **«* for the 
it is also much sought after by introduced wasps which 7 S ' ,Vere >' es - ^fortunately 

*T ; the a " er are «ning as a consequent ^ agg ™y with natire 

J ul f eS ‘ S Peaks: the background hum at th the WaSp Potion 

oufo be taken when using honeydew-draped tree trunks 7 “ , e u Ver ' present and care 

The well-marked track eventuflllvrpo u , ee trunks as handholds. 

the s„balpi„e area. Much of the wallLay paTs s 1 u^h ^ ** ° pen Up,ands <* 
cannon is recommended in adverse weather as th7 8 7 eXp ° Sed b « h county and 
on the second day. Weather as the rou ‘e climbs to nearly 12 00 metres 
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■•* r*~ f «i T" 

*K»£ 
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;#C 

> 4 *#. 


jp'^v.r* 

• n 5 *;-^ 

* "»-*> V 


r& 


llio uimlmi, I’omlnrl.ililc I’imiiiilcs I lm ,„. . 

anil is nwlml nllor crossing I wo .small slrc.itm. It j,,,,,** ‘V "' '*» null 

that In- scttlterril over tin- hillside here. Alone will, ,u ', er l l> ' an, Kbe Djri(l , f 

up the moun:.aside, these pinnacles are geological evidence lirnh's^^'’ 1 ’ 1 '’ C,«r 

voleanie origin, unlike .midi oft he Southern Alps footht ^^4* 

climbers, who*often sje^a r * 
in order to explore them My * he hw 

stretches across the y ^ n ?t2 er f ream ' 

Canterbury Plains , 0 fhe hills of Ban! Pen"* 
sula, another volcanic outlier. For much of th" 

track 15 llmited ' t0 the end of the 

hourf f f eady , dimb ° f about one ' a nd-a-haJf 
ough tussock country dotted with 

merous species of summer-flowering moun- 
am daisies (G-te a S pp.) brings you to the 
-metre saddle that forms the watershed 
etween Bowyers Stream and Woolshed Creek. 

! e br °ad track continues down-valley skirting 
the northern flanks of Mt Somers (1687 m) it¬ 
self The main trail then crosses Morgan Stream, 
he crags above which are a frequent haunt of 
e ew Zealand falcon, and climbs over an 
in ervening spur before dropping down to the 
main Woolshed Creek. The new and palatial 
t omers Hut, built in 2006 (26 bunks, wood 
stove with fuel provided), comes into view, sited 
3Cr0SS stream on wide, grassy flats. 

- di p tt r aCt *° ns ^ t ' rne allows An extra a ^ 00 ^ s ^ e d Creek area has plenty ofwa- 

y JrifeHsCreek, as well as giZ*Z h J^ the Wa * r Caves Hydroslide 

d * r . id i Onstream from the hut) k w V refreshln « Pummelling under the Spa Pool 
II IS possible to walk „ u , to the iHe ° rth indudin « in trip. 

w 'r ,p " SS,hle u Pl ,er canyon of Woolshed f b ° Urs fro,n here - climbing awav from 

2'*7 , ,tK ‘ ciUdsive glaciated *° R <■«* "»• This is a line viewpoint 

a^Ii? I"! S " U,hm ' fh,m ,hk hTr S ‘ retCl,i,, « westwards to the Am,wild, 
finally ,i ,U |* ■ * !" SS 1 u'K’ik basins to the * * ^* >lnt ‘ drH P steadily downhill, lollow mg 
""ally closed m the l»„„, alter nianV I ‘ ^ <"1 oune. This . . 

^ ‘ ""enntttent activity; there atvstill temn.mk 






Columnar jointed rhyolite bluffs, Mt Somers 







">»* im, f 7 w * ,l 7 vd an * ,,n , d 1 " w hilhi *. Including (he old jig railway and a hopper 

!*¥ T n n ' T'", U Steep indine - The track **»»» stf, cply down to ihe 

forested 'alley lloor and reaches the carpark after a further 20 minutes 

An alternative route back to the roadend takes an indistinct track just before Trie R 
descending steeply to the beautifully enclosed Woolshed Creek Canyon below. In normal’ 
flow this can be followed all the way to the carpark, thereby offering an entertaining 'off 
route rad. Th,s tnvolves boulder-hopping and wading the many crystal-clear pools wffh 
a t^ divergences mto he beech forest on either side to avoid the deeper pools and small 
waterfalls. There are plenty of opportunities for a swim along the way but desniwhe 
feet that it is not far in distance, this section is time-consuming - allow fo, u P r h 
the hut to the roadend via this route. It is not recommended in high-water flows” ^ 
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m Sesfy 2627m 


•MetdltJe 
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Wrier 1933/71 


-.MueJ^r Kilt 


Mueller Hut & 

Mt Ollivier 

Duration 2 days 
6rad« Moderate 

Time 7 hours total. Aoraki/ 

Mount Cook village to Mueller 
Hut (30 bunks, gas heating): 4 
hours. Mueller Hut to Aoraki/ 

Mount Cook village: 3 hours. 

Maps Mount Cook H36, 

Aoraki/Mount Cook Alpine 

Area special map 

Access Start at Aoraki/Mount 

Cook village, or drive out to 
White Horse Hill campground 
information DOC Aoraki/ 

Mount Cook, Ph 03 435 1186 

WARNING! In winter and 

^ing snow and ice can often 

oo encountered en route to 
the hut, requiring the use of 
an ,ceaxeand crampons. At 
certain times of the year there 
e a high avalanche risk 
on the upper sections of the 

S con<li,ions at tbe park 

Se ' ° Ut ^” kl/Mount Cook National Park has some of the 

Zeal Tu taCU,ar a ^ ne scener y anywhere in New 
j ^ Ut S * nce muc h of it is heavily glaciated, 
However a e exnpH 3Fe access *ble only to those with alpine 

to access tbp^ 01 ^ tripto dueller Hut at isnl ^ 3 g0od knowledge of glacier travel, 
knowledge o 63rt of f ^ ese majestic mn • metres> aPows the averagely fit tramper 
Either start' U1 t Pment ’ Unt ains without the need for any specialised 

Tarns. The climb* thr ° Ugh sub alpi ne scnib H ° FSe HiI1 car P ark > from where a good 
at this turnoff T t0 SeaJ > / Tarns and thp m °™ ard Kea Poin t and the turnoff for Nealy 
about two hours* 1 f abruptly Come s d a ‘u. M “ e,ler Ran S e is marked by an orange triangle 
mountain lakes 1 .. 0 Z .'* za 8! in g up the hillsL/**** 1 ”’ 1 *' e tracR * s weP marked, ami art* 
nest| od in the dip. The.!. / 'T emer « e a narrow terrace with small 

6 are ^ e aly Tarns, which on a hot day offer 


Mount Cook Village 


Sea ty ro/n , 


Hooker Valley 
fio.-id 


WWte Horse- HfJf 
ca lfipgftiitnd 




great swimming with views of the adjacent icef' II 

Cwkdonunati.ig the view northwards^he alpine tti and J he daMlc form of Aoraki/Mt 

b lwn »- in s P ri »gli>ne, to great clusters of Mount (TlT Wlfc * ,hew wterhole, 
replaced later in the season by large mountain daisies fr>/ PS (Ranmcul “* 
autumnal gentians (Gentiana spp.). V-tlmm spp.) and lastly by the 

The extent to which the glaciers in this 
area have receded in recent history is quite 
apparent as you gaze across the remains 
of the Lower Mueller Glacier to the steep, 
but now ice-free, moraine wall and into the 
Hooker Valley. Here, the lateral, or side, 
moraines pick out an earlier level of this 
once-mighty river of ice, now reduced to a 
shrunken and melting glacier with an ever- 
enlarging lake below its terminal face. 

Above the tarns the route is not a 
formed track, although it is sufficiently well 
trodden to be quite obvious. Occasional 
orange markers and cairns show the way as 
f zigzags through tussockland and across a 
large boulder field to a final steep scramble 
up scree to the ridgetop on the skyline. The 
view from here justifies the exertion, as the 
uge East Face of Mt Sefton rises from the 
Mueller Glacier directly below, draped in 
angmg gi ac j e rs that frequently send cata- 
c s of ice crashing down to feed the great 

frozen river at their feet. 5 

anH J Urn u° Uth fr0m here alon g the ridge 
stone f aVe .^ etween lar 8 e orange-hued sand- 
abont i^ U erS t0 reaC ^ Mueller Hut in 
in the minutes - This 30-bed hut was built 

b ,t autu r of 2003 to re p ,ace the <**- 

years haH^^u tatt ^’ earlier hut that for 50 
rea U i a r. sto °d the winter storms that 

metre y r eep ° Ver this ex P osed ridge, 1800 

radio, ga S he! Sea ‘ leVel ‘ The new hut has a 

priced at a 3nC * so * ar lighting. but note that it is not covered by hut passes and is 
rages unabated^ ^ n *gi lt s pent in the shelter of such a sturdy refuge while a storm 
residence and ,° UtS ^ e * s not to forgotten. In the summer months a warden is often in 
die hut bec< n 3S ^' S ° ne ° P ^ le pew areas i° the region accessible to non-mountaineers, 

Ml omT < i U *, te cr °wded; limited camping spots are available nearby, 
eliarice to b^V^ 33 °d ers an even belter viewpoint than the hut itself, and the 
a g w lat was supposedly Sir Edmund Hillary’s first alpine peak in the South 













Ivland. This summit, marked by a large cairn, is reached vi* - 

rnlgo hrmi the Imt in about 30 minutes. Avoid the temptation ^ ' fra "'bb a r 

ridge soon becomes steep and loose. P n to cor «tinup / Urth * ^ 

On the return, follow the same route as for the ascenr , ,. ' 

poor visibility to locate correctly the ill-defined trail leadm r k ' ng P ar «cula r 
scree slope below. There is often a snow patch h th * £\£ 

and straightforward yesterday afternoon could well have he aWare that wh « £ 
a cold night. There have been a number of accident over rh * ***■ Cft! 
the result of inexperience with snow conditions. If you S V, «£ 

until later ,n the day when the snow has begun to soften. k “ be,ter >» wait 

mally, when you are back down, remember to rennrf 
trip at the park headquarters, and to pay any outstanding C fees!™ ^ ° Vemi S f,t 







A0MKI/MOUNT COOK NATIONAL PAflK faj/p 



Carpark 


Tasman 

IfaJlepflead 


Mount G 


B fl rJ G/ader 


^ » 


■<** 


^rute KQrsfrHfll* - UL, 
,: ' Jn >pg round Hooker VaHey. 

iRoad 




»vn 1 fJrfys 


fad* Modern to hard 
jf ^ un Peering and route- 

Tj ” ndln 9 skills required) 

" Tin * n-l3 hours total. 

4 Celmisi * Rat to Ball Shelter 
(sleeping benches for 8)- 2 
flours. Ball Shelter to Ball Pass; 
5 hours. Ball Pass to valley 

floor: 3 hours. Valley floo, to 

White Hone Hill campground: 
/-3 hours. 

Maps Mount Cook H 36 , 
Aoraki/Mount Cook Alpine 
Area special map 

Access Start at Blue Lakes or 
(elmisia Flat carpark; 4WD 
vehicles can go on to Husky 
Flat 7 

Information DOCAoraki/ 

Mount Cook, Ph 03 435 1186 

Alpine Recreation Canterbury 

runs two- or three-day guided 

trips over the pass, Ph 03 680 
6736 , 

WARNING! This is a true ' 

alpine crossing, reaching an 

altitude of over 2000 metres 

and requiring route-finding 
knowledge. Expect to 

encounter snow and ice throughout the year- 

crampons and an ice axe are essential, p| us the 
skills to use them. The best time for the trip is 
Oecember-March. P 


Ba NPassisarhoii 

s Pectacular views to a" 8 !” gh ' al P ine tossing, with 
Ma ' n DivideS^fMt Cook, across to the 
^<1 down onto the Hn^ Seft ° n a " d The Fo °t«ool, 
* ,aS ' 10 years (h"° h ° k , er ^ Tasma " Skiers. In 
f °' sin 8 has g a in ed ,st< j nca| lp significant alpine 

£*« Ce d 0 P v :fl a 7' ^ due toV 

has become inr • ^ ^°P^ ar, d Pass to the 






« commercial vrnlure, based a! Ihe purpose-built C aroline Hut , takirw 
Pass. I bis has helped to raise the profile of this excellent trip in the Ac 'Tf*'‘*"1U\ 
National Park. A definite advantage this tramp has over the C opland p /Mo,wt( ‘>nk 
lies on.ir. ly within the park, therefore avoiding the transport'arran^oT,"’"" ” ,ha ' * 
any crossing of the Main Divide to the West Coast. ** n ” required f m 

Ball Pass crosses the Aoraki/Mt Cook Range at an altitude n Pm, 
the Hooker Valley with the Tasman Valley. It can be tackled from either side'rh’ “ P 

pending largely on personal preference; in this account an east J , .' be choic * *• 

with a camp high on the Ball Pass for the adventurous t“ Z 
a low camp up the East Hooker Valley, would be preferable if he Th approach - 
are not perfect, but expect the ascent to Ball Pass from this Z ° f conditi »>B 

The regularly maintained road upZ Tasm n V^lev fi n ° ^ '° nger - 
although most vehicles can get over the rooohh" ? 1 7 fimshes 3tBlue Uk « carpark, 
the going is suitable only for 4WDs which cfn oZ > Celmisla F,at - Reyond here 
From Husky Flat the trackZnXoM, ^ “ 38 ^ aS Husk T Flat - 
moraine wastelands of SC 7' R ° ad leads high “P a <™ the 
self. Two hours of easy walking (note that the ’ ”° Wa aFS 3 mere shadow of its former 
to the small Ball Shelter, sfruated on a ’"t* 5 n ° Water a,on « th “ Wretch) tnkesyou 
sleeping benches for eight plus a sunnlfZ C ° Se t0 the moraine waU - lt b as 
make a day trip to Ball Pas/from thkXh n 3 ^ 3nd a radia h is Possible to 

return trip comfortably. 3 0W 3t * east 10 bours t0 complete the 

Ridge. A cairn is located amlnVIht" t ? lJaIong a high terrace towards the bottom of Ball 

among the subalpme scrub before you reach the rather rotten 










"""" "• 




b*w of this ridge, n, r tr ,, r , . 

boulders ami loose scree slides' t* * " pbd ** r °m here weavinu t 

.nr .dorms. with imigihih,m rfj“ £ «"<* «** oil; In 

welcome contrast to the dnh m • Mount ( ook huttercuos ru * V 

ine steeper sections wherever necessary ^ _ 

on the eastern side. Slopes of scree and 

scrub are negotiated as the track heads 

steadily upwards, with ever-improvine 
views to the high mountains at the head 
of the Tasman Glacier. As the broad 
sandstone ridge begins to level out the 
privately owned Caroline Hut at 1790 
metres soon comes into view just beyond 
a rocky basin. There is an emergency 
shelter built onto this hut, complete with 
a radio; toilets and water are also avail¬ 
able for public use, but please respect the 
privacy of the people staying at the hut. 

ow two to three hours from the Ball 
Shelter to here. 

The rocky knoll above Caroline 
Hut, known as Furggens Knob, can be 

Moth it dlrectl y or bypassed to the 
th. Above this point, the ridge con- 

taues more or less directly towards the 
pass with the ever-present backdrop of 
c™" e Face of Aoraki/Mt Cook for 
sive avT f U ^ |UC ^ some im Pr«- 

Heface“t;Te ySWeePd0Wn ‘ hiS 

e s 0 fl h : S ? an ! bIe al ° ng the u PP er reach ‘ 
oanoh ri ^ dge l eads ’ afterab °utanhour, 
cLlt descent °nt° the Ball Gla- 

u p to the' V pJ s ^ 1S a ^ )Vldes an easier route 

narrow, transvlrt!^ 011 ^ tbere are a ^ ew De ^mber sunrise on Aoraki/Mt Cook from Ball Pass camp 

extra care u 10 neg ° tiate; 

Ball Pass at 21 ?^ en a ** er a Pres h ^ ad °fsnow, which could obscure these hazards, 
blowing the snow dnnT* !f galned after tW0 t0 three hours from Caroline Hut by 
Harrow crest of the r irW TUfner Peak *° the north ’ and then sidli "g U P t0 the 

Mde ' are some narrow^h*! 1 S T P ° mt * Immediatel y below here, on the Tasman Valley 
,n titled weather h«, 6S ° f scree or snow that provide memorable camping spots 

an y westerly gales that be ^ 3Ware that tbis P ass is ex P osed to the full force of 

may spring up during the night. Early in the season some parties 




bull,I a snow cave up here; either way, respect the fragile na( „ re , .. 
ensure, that toilet waste in particular is buried well aw^y froTlT" ^ - 

Be sure not to miss the sunrise from this hieh moon, * pa,s 
Aoraki/Mt Cook catches the first rays of the rising sun foilT P ' 35 ,he f ™ face 
ot mountains to the west and then the pass itself. For th ’ f °7? “ 0n after the wall 

early morning crampon ascent to Pt 2222 will give never tobl'f a< ' C Climhin S *lh, an 
New Zealand s premier alpine area. 8 t0 - be - fo rg°tten views aII around 

The descent into the Hooker Valiev from Roll d 
on snow, which in the early morning will reouire the T™ y inVolv,;s *** 'ravel 
section is tricky in misty conditions 8 as the Lc! ““ ° f cram P on ' i and ice axes. This 
valley draining the pass leads to large bluffs and is notT^' 8 ^^ ^ here ' ^ 

■n descent. The correct route, to the East Hooker sMI reC ° mmended "«*. Particularly 
Mt Rosa into the next basin to the south. It is importanTm" Sn ° W S ' 0pes Mow 

the correct spot, otherwise fiirther progress through I r 7°“ *7 ,ntoveni "« ridge at 
A steady downward traverse leads below a i, 8 me ° cra £ s becomes problematic. 
After you pass the toe of thTs snnr u SpUr t0Wards this ^evening ridge, 

the ridge, which is crossed * around Venn mb ° f ‘ ,bout 100 back up^o 

this crossover point, althoueh this ■ met jf s ' T lere should be a large cairn marking 

some one-and-a-half hours from Ball'FteToftfeS" Under sn0,v during Jr is 

row, rody^ll^tothe feTtsomhW'' T''™ ^ “ visib,e ’ ,eadin S too a nar ' 

Fields. The terrain leadina f 7 f t dlst,nct,ve feature known locally as the Playing 

bluffs neglffatefthese tZ 7 I ^ “ thiS ^ « 

Hooker Valley). flS1 613 ^ eas * er to tackle if you are coming up from the 

the JbiuSo?he “ hor i ZOnta «y fr »n> the ridge to pick up a trail winding down through 

gully. The level Flavin^ ln'*'' b<? ° W ’ then head ftl,ther down to the t0 P of the obvious 

are planning to stn h ^ S j F6 Coverec *fragile alpine plants, so tread carefully if you 

The onfiy ic | P hCr ! and aV ° id cam P in g on this spot, tempting though it may be. 

the Hookpr n ° n ^ reasona bly steep, but leads directly down to the terraces above 

though thp acie . r an 1 e ^ rac k home. It is often snow-filled until December, and al- 

when the ^° ln ^ * s a ot eas i er on the knees in such conditions, you need to take care 
wnen the snow is frozen. 7 


hours h i escen ^ fr° m ftell P a ss to these glacial terraces will take about three 

cam' L t ^ ^ ^ tW ° ^ ree ^ ours along the cairned track will take you back to the 

w th 3 t r f Cam P8 rounc *- A kttle way down the valley, the track crosses a small stream 
h i h 3 | 3 3 S ^° rt ^ stance above. At the base of this tall is hidden a deep mid narrow 

n^h JO °i ^ er ^ ect ^ or coo ^ n g sweaty bodies after the day s exertions, 
t er delays to expect while wandering down this delightful track in springtime will 
^ t e stops to admire — and no doubt photograph - the rich displays of Mount took 
utlercups. Ihese grow in great profusion along the banks of the crystal-dear streams 
t lal f (iw down through these shrub-covered terraces from the mountains above, provid¬ 
ing a memorable contrast to the austere world of snow and ice experienced only a tew 
hours Indore. 
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Bruce Pettk 2190m 


Gtlwiqftt Pan J390m 
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Lake Ohau 
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Duration 2 days 

Gradt Moderate/Hard 

Tima 12-14 hours total. 
Picnic area to North Ternph 
camp: 3 hours. Camp to 
Gunsight Pass: 3—4 hours. 
Pass to South Temple Hut 

(6 bunks, stove): 3-4 hours 

South Temple Hut to picnic 
area: 3 hours. 

Maps Ohau H38, Haast Pass 
G38 

Access From SH 8 between 
Twizel and Omarama, turn 
onto the Lake Ohau lodge 
and skifleld road. The Temple 
Valley picnic area is about 6 
km from the top end of the 
lake. 

Information DOC Twizel, Ph 
03 435 0802 




offeVeenHp^ 1118 ^ HUXley ValIeys t0 the north ’ (see P a g es 140-145) the Temple valleys 
a weekend • ram P ln g country in their lower reaches with the opportunity to complete 
beech fore t V * 3 3 alpine pass. The valley floors are cloaked in relatively open 
su balninf> eS U $ t0 k us bbne at roughly 1000 metres in these parts, beyond which 
j n thernkj ° WS SWee P U P *° crags and scree of the peaks above, 
though the ^ muc ^ °f this area was extensively damaged by a major storm (al¬ 

and never ^° rt ^ ^ em P^ e Hut was destroyed by an avalanche a few years earlier, 
of the forest U V^' ^ ortuna tely nature has the ability to repair itself and the condition 
Startin / ** 3nC * r * Ver ^ ats a ^ ove generally excellent, 

the track into^h ^ ^ Cn * C area ^ w ^b open shelter and toilets) just oft the Lake Ohau road, 
true right Th e d ? ^ ranc b crosses the main creek before heading up-valley on the 

Providing a o -j beech forest of this region provides a relaxed start to the trip, 

°° Warrn U P before reaching the more rigorous alpine areas above. The 




hushline is reached in about three hours where a fin* , 

llcer "•“"S' hut- This steep and confined Zin'e ’ll' "** *«")*, 
eudence to the power of avalanches; large stands of mature K T Y H*mlyt 

can lie seen llattened like matchsticks, often a result of wind hf* 31 thl ' filin' 
avalanche. 1 Ins is a tramp for the snow-free months of s. ^ 3St rather ( han an * 
A large, impressive cirque occupies the top of ih/North"T ^ aUtUmn - 

he on the lookout for rockfolUn p^X7" « Ut ^ As ** * 

ram. The final 10 minutes to the pass is up STo"" 8 “T 1 ** and P<™ds ofheny 

r™ t0 ascend unl ^ it's frozen solid GunsZ^ ”** ^ mud ’ 

metres, giving extensive views of both th* \t ^ 3SS1S at a res P ecf abie height of 
as Belfry Peak to the west and S ° Uth ^ *“* - * 

The compact pyramid of this peak offers void 8 f y ° m the eastem sid e of the cot 

’ Was named in W84 in memory of Brucf Clark ^ ^f”" 8 °" SoUd - rou g f * greywacke. 
olprne rescue practice. X Clark ' who d * d on the north face during an 












S, ' lr ,""'’ S " n ’° P '°' 1 S,H,i0, ’ s ol ll,r K ivi,1 K *ree before ,he appearance of larger boulder, 
which slow progress somewhat, near the bottom of the slope X v 

On teaching the valley floor look on, for cairns leading across a small stream and 
mto a patch ot subalp,ne scrub. Although indistinct, a trail weaves through this head-high 
scrub, leading to a well-defined track by the stream after a short while 

Continue down the valley, mainly on the true right, crossing some grassy flats with 
a few incursions mto the scrub, or at times in the stony riverbed itself, to reach the South 
Temple Hut (6 bunks, fireplace) in three to four hours from the pass! 

Situated in a clearing close to the forest edge, the South Temple Hut is quite popular 
at weekends and for school trips, but fortunately there are plenty of good camping spots 
round about. 

There is no longer a bridge over to the far bank of the Temple Stream, but unless 
in flood it should not present any problem. The remainder of the trip is more or less a 
gentle three-hour stroll in this beautiful forested valley, following a good track along the 
true left of the river back to the carpark. 







WGteneaim 2499m 
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D&sfer Pim$cfes 
3276-23 7 Sm 


D asf Qr Biv 


Reef Hurt 


Monument Hut 


Dasler Pinnacles 

Duration 2 days 

Grade Moderate/rock 
scramble 

Time 13-19 hours total, 
including ascent of Dasler 
Pinnacles. Monument Hut 
(6 bunks) to Dasler Biv (2 
bunks): 4-5 hours. Dasler Biv 

to summit of Dasler Pinnacles- 
3-5 hours. Dasler Biv to 
Monument Hut: 3-4 hours. 

Maps 0hauH38, Tasman H37 
Access From SH 8 between 

Twizel and Omarama, turn 
onto Lake Ohau Lodge and 
ski field road. In the last 

years this 50-km access 
road (sealed only as far as 

fhe lodge, 25 km) has been 

*>• On^ZdMWD^eh 0 ! ^ ^ '* ' aSt 8 km or 

drive to Monument Huf om attempt t0 
Hux| ey Lodge at the' rL n^T- ^ near 
walk, or preferably mountains T a " d either 
section of road tn th Q k ° bd(e ' the final 

tramp. The walk aloVt!! 3 "^ Start of the 

2 boors or more-bik I t 

fu n, and bikes can be L 3 * f3Ster and more 
(Remember first to remn Monu ment Hut. 
for marauding kea.) Ve a " y SOft tem Ptations 

weekend 3 " Umber of 

the Ohau Conservation Arp ^ Sy$tem ~ refer to 

WARNING! As thi^ ' Ph: 03 43 5 0802 

Qn be object to avalam:? 106 8rea ' Some tracks 
wnter and spring. Nole d , ', Partlcu,ar ly in 

" 0t ^'waysbodgedandc h ttheriVers are 

heavy ram. "" be 'mpassable during 


HOPKINS VALLEY 


-r- ValIey has a well-established netwoi 
for ax S f an ^ Uts ’ 1713 king it an ideal destinatio 
Mt C en<d awa y fr° m the crowds atAoraki 
rv- °° ’Just °ne range to the east. The valley floor 
s re axed trails through soft beech forests and 
ss open river flats. The bushline and alpine areas 
ove can be reached by a number of side tracks. 
°vi ing rewarding panoramas over some fairly 
ru gged country. 

From Monument Hut (six bunks) a track leads 
ough beech forest on the true right of the Hop~ 
ms Valley before dropping down onto grassy and 
rtwf ^ atS- Sternatively, you can head directly onto 
ne flats below the hut and head up-valley, crossing 
river braids where necessary. Either way. start to 
ongle across this wide and expansive valley door 
e ore you reach the junction with the Huxley Khet 
'jy ich flows into the main valley from the west- 
e sr nooth, rocky, triangular outline ot the Ha - 111 
mnacles soon comes into view across the vMc)- 
ominating the skyline to the northeast. 
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Mt Jackson, Echo Pass andMt Ward 


In normal conditions the Hopkins River is «„m, u i , 

N.V htf II.™ will hr higher during It..- .spring In( .|, 

ivulc. As With all river crossing*, care and common sense should a |Lv hT T 

The recently restored Red I hit (12 hunks) is clearly visible bv th P J 7 7™ 
far side of the river. A good track can be __ y orest edge on the 

picked up above this hut, following easy 
grassy flats - a pleasant change from 
the bouldery riverbed. It leads directly 
up-vallev until a second side creek flows 
in from the east (true left), about three 
hours from Monument Hut, 

The steep but relatively short climb 
up to the Dasler Biv (sometimes known 
as Cullers Biv) leaves the main valley 
at this point. After crossing the side 
stream (note that this is the last water 
before the biv), a large orange triangle 
at the bottom of the hillside shows the 
start of the track into the forest. The 
500-metre climb up to the hut is initially 

very steep but well marked, negotiating a smooth slab (with fixed rope if you need it) 
after half an hour. Above here the angle relents somewhat, as the track ambles through 
mountain beech forest before crossing a small stream to the cosy two-bunk Dasler Biv, 
about one-and-a-half hours from the valley floor. 

The bivvy is tucked into the bush edge and so doesn’t have much of a view, but a 
15-minute hike through subalpine scrub leads to sweeping panoramas down the multi- 
raided Hopkins Valley, across to the snowy peaks of the Main Divide and directly above to 
* e j a gg e d rock architecture of the Dasler Pinnacles. If a room with a view is your priority, 
or if by chance the bivvy is full, then good camping is possible up here, 
th I 1 "' t0 ^ ^ as ^ er Pinnacles can be reached via the shattered North Ridge, al- 
th°Ht F0C k scram ^ e requires a degree of skill plus a good head for heights. It follows 
s Mine ridge and is easier than it appears from below, but should only be 
tackled by confident parties in good weather. 

0 b . ^ rom P )as l er Biv, follow vague tracks up through scrub and tussock towards the 
°r sidfr F0C ^ k n °^ t0 the north of the main pinnacles (Pt 1840 m). Either climb over, 
the D e . ar ° Un ^’ ^is outlier to reach a shale plateau below the impressive West Face of 
foute h* 7 ^ ere are a ^ ew ro P ec l climbing possibilities up these sweeping cliffs, but our 
to stf- 63 S SCree s ^°P es to the left, reaching a level spot where the North Ridge begins 
The* 1 ^ a ^° W tW ° t0 ^ ree h° urs to this point), 
with a f t n h dge * S Showed more or less directly to the top of the first pinnacle, invariably 
one to t wo I 1 °^ 00se roc k and a high degree of exposure to the west. This section takes 
All around U>U ™’ 3 ^ na ^’ s h° rt scramble onto the main top via a narrow rock ridge, 

fchort distan ,e .'! n ^ reSS * Ve an< ^ tauntingly loose ridges and rock faces: Mt Glencairn is a 
tee a ong the ridge, while Mt Cilenisla lies across the deep valley to the north 


and Mt Glenmary is to the south. The Main Divide peaks of Mt, Ward w, 
the skyline westwards. K ” Wa ™ awl My* fg 

. , The d * scem from ,his rock y summit is both easier and faster on th. 
ledges to the east of the ridge crest, thereby avoiding any tnckv Jrtiln,^^ 
dunng the ascent. A climb up the Daslers from the biwv Lt "Kounterrd 

three and five hours, with the Le for the descent sl 

if you are planning to return to the road the same day If amn^T^ 8 tnP '" 10,11 

has been planned, then an excursion above the ** 

previously mentioned, will give some (treat views 17' 7 P , far “ the rocl f *»* 
Pinnacles above. 8 some great v,ews as well as a close-up inspection of d* 

channels to Monument Hut ' Cumn « across the «*• «*» 
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huxley valley Brodrick Pass & 

Mt McKenzie 



EzodtizkPi rss 


Boewerggs 225* 


'fitter 


Mt SrrcrLrcJioiT 239 fm 


Mf Me Kentie 2$ 16m w n<J*22lSfe £&' 
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Brodrick Hut 


shXfi p f f' Washout about 8 kilometres 
Huxlev^vall ^ aCCe “ r ° ad ' the H °P kins and 
weekendw ySyS K em u 3re W ° rthy 0fmore than one 
riety „n'T m thlS ( b °° k ' The area ofe a wide va- 
beech forest ^ ° Pen river flats and gentle 
The Huxley Vali° Cky ’ Sn ° W ' covered mountaintops. 
main Honkil A?,? 3 Seduded Side branch * the 
140), 'vith^tw V n ey ,^ see P revious tramp, page 
and p|e ntv 0 f° ^ maintained huts, a small bivvy 
feasible within Campm8 °PP ortunitie s, and is quite 
A track ,' a reaS ° nab,y rdaXed weekend 
and w followed fn lnt ° ^ f ° reStby Monumen t Hut, 

d °wn to the ma - 3 Sb ° rt wbile before you drop 
kadi ^ an obviou"^" ^ A further half an hour 

* w "'Kbridg t . AlternaUvel^h ^ ^ ° Ver 3 Sma11 forested spur to the Huxley River 
* bru V, thereby u UA J\ ^ C3n USU3,ly be waded without having to climb up to 
<*«* you are afr , emg 3 Wet ' b ° 0t tri P for the purists! F 

Huxley River, the track ambles easily along grassy Hats on 


Grade Moderate/easy 
mountaineering 

Time 18 hours total. 

, Monument Hut (6 bunks) to 
Huxley Fork Huts (6 bunks, 
wood stove; 2 bunks): 3 hours. 
Huxley Fork Huts to Brodrick 
Hut (6 bunks): 2.5 hours. 
Brodrick Hut to Brodrick Pass: 
2.5 hours. Brodrick Pass to 
Mt McKenzie: 2.5 hours. Mt 
McKenzie to Brodrick Hut: 2.5 
hours. Brodrick Hut to Huxley 
Fork Huts: 2 hours. Huxley 
Fork Huts to Monument Hut 
3 hours. 

Maps Ohau H38, Tasman H37 

Access See previous tramp 
(page 140) 

Alternative Route The south branch of the 
Huxley Valley is also worth a visit 

Information DOC Twizel, Ph: 03 435 0802 

WARNING! As this is an alpine area, some 
sections of the track can be subject to avalanches, 
particularly in winter and spring. There are a few/ 
generally obvious, crevasses below Mt McKenzie. 

The ascent of Mt McKenzie from Brodrick Pass 
requires crampons and an ice axe, plus the skills 
to use them. 



the north hank, having an almost 'European’ feel about it n . 
r>H»ts or mud), and oilers extensive views both ,m , i ' °‘ her W(,r, k with , 
«« a broad spur, followed by a g Jdesc le ? ^ "* va %- As,rt "* 
"W Huxley Fork Huts, reached after abr, u t0 ^ ad Mf 4uated 

a standard sixfounker with a lod It^ *£*»» f **£ 
one has only two bunks. ’ e thl colder and considerable more 

a i / rustic 

ST 1 :f 1 ** *0 a -h and a Murt 

the north branch, initially on a good forest .? g ' ^ r ° Ute t0 Brod ™k Hut heaZ 

xTeSriS;^ 

“nteRT 0 h the leS$ l CCeSSiWe Landsba o n ^gh d Wdder lead A fr ° m ““ Ho P hns ^ I 

■ The Vlews from the pass itselfare ml m ^ 3 mecca for t™”P« / 

at extensive, but an ascent of nearby I 




K& 




.. m ■ • """"*» i—- - * *» „*«,., 

jus sissi^sri'« - -«*-— 

through the subalpine scrub to the base of the pass Wmmmmmmm 
The path weaves between shoulder-high dracophyl- I 
lum scrub to reach a zigzag trail that leads across I 

tussock to the crest of the broad, sweeping pass itself. ft f kJ'V 

There are some fine camping possibilities next to the ft IIL . 

small tarns around the pass, where the well-watered B 

alpine meadows are a haven for late-summer gentians, gft ftfej ||b • 

V iews from here extend back down the verdant North Hi * 4 - - j' " 

Huxley Valley and across to Mt Strauchon, which ft *|§ * * > 

overlooks the pass from the west. 

Competent parties, familiar with the use of lllti 

crampons and ice axes, can climb the relatively mJwmAld 

: "j* “ward peak of Mt McKenzie, situated just 

to the north. Start by skirting below a rocky ridge 

on gen le snow slopes before climbing directly up a fk‘ 

torif ^ aC1 er v ”th a few obvious crevasses. Thisleads 

to rt^mamndge, with the 21 56-metre-high summit 1 

fromrtierass ) 1 Th' ab ° U ‘ ‘ W ° h ° UrS “ 50 ^ V 

l jam‘‘ill 

its® ' W. 

toe horizon^° rakl/Mt Co °^ ^ an S e stands proud on ^ i 

small snow dometoTh^ 11 ^ by headin § over a \ mm* 

the broad cm ue cast and then Straight down Swingbridge on the Huxley River 

S ° Uth Ridge (this COuld - 

“' lw 'he way to the valley floor and beyond is the same 

tommii to Brodrick Hut fnd a f m 7 * lo ‘ faster - A| low two-and-a-half hours from the 

ur her two hours to the Huxley Forks. 
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Brewster Hut & 
Mt Armstrong 


mount ASPIRING national park 


Duration 2 days 
Grade Moderate 

Time 9-12 hours total. 
Carpark to Brewster Hut (12 
bunks): 3-4 hours. Brewster 
Hut to Mt Armstrong: 2-3 
hours. Mt Armstrong to 
carpark: 4-5 hours. 

Maps Haast Pass G38, Mount 
Aspiring Parkmap 273/02 

Access From Fantail Falls 

carpark on the Haast Highway 

Information DOCMakarora 
Ph 03 443 8365 (closed in 

winter); DOC Wanaka, 

Ph 03 443 7660 
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SHS to Ha jit Piiii, Makarara 


of them take several days to com^t^Th^ 6 ^ ° f tram P in S possibilities, although 
%me zone above the Haast 17*77 ?™^ tWhd ^ tri P ieads <^4 1 

ernatively, spectacular campsites a ^ f ° 3 Cosy hut not far above the busl 
witTT7 ieWS 3Cr0SS the d eep HaL Jn aV3I, . ab,e hi S her U P the mountainside, off, 
snnr f tS dazz * ln S white-ice glacier On ^ if ° W t0 ^ ^ s P irin g and nearby Mt Brew 
P FromtT IeisUre,y ex ploration ** * ^ bas been est abiished, this is the pei 

>7 metres downstream If rive f ° Fantad falls an d cross the Haast Ri 
“llnf " 3 dry - b °oi rarity ^ ,OW ’* is "°rth wading barefoot si 

at u, e u 3S , c l* mbs steeply away from !u S ^ n P° Sted at tbe start and continues to be vv 
t 7 A furth - ^ur or ^s s t0 after about two ho, 

codkinu ,? V ! Stas to ,he south, before w . Weav,n K U P the snowgrass face, with ev< 
with great*! 1 U,eSd ’ * bis is situated at a ^ * tbe new Bre wster Hut (sleeps twelve, n 
,eWs to A4t Brewster. 3 ''l X)t 0,1 tbe ridge next to SOI lit* MIKiii UM ,,J 





In Milled Heather consider bringing a tent instead, as this will provide the flexibil- 

" ,U ' S ™ **""*• V >l,tmUe abm * ,he hut towar ds the rocky drarnpers peak' of M 
Armstrong (21/4 m), where occastonal tarns provide the necessary water for an overniX 

camp There are some great little spots among these alpine meadows, where the uninter¬ 
rupted views south to Mt Aspiring and other lofty neighbours more than compensate for 
the extra climb and heavier pack. Settle down for an evening among the high mountains 
and enjoy a West Coast sunset from this vantage point. 

The morning would be well spent scrambling up among the schist outcrops of Mt 
Armstrong. In late summer the small tarns and rocky pools below this peak are thick 
with creamy clusters of alpine gentians, among other flowers. The view from the summit 
extends far and wide, with the distinctive massifs of Aoraki/Mt Cook and Mt Sefton to the 
north, and Mts Aspiring and Earnslaw to the south, along with the peaks of the Wilkin 
Valley. An ascent of Mt Brewster itself requires mountaineering skills and is normally 
attempted from the glacier or the ridge above it. 


Return by the same route, passing the hut before making the short, sharp descent 
through the beech forest down to the river and the Haast Highway. Your screaming thighs 
and aching knees can be cooled off under the refreshing Fantail Falls, so long as the flow 
is moderate. A perfect plunge pool away from the snapping cameras below is located 
halfway up the falls and is accessed by scrambling up slabs on the true right. 


mount ASPIRING NATIONAL PARK 


West Matukituki 
Valley 


Duration 2 days 
Grade Moderate 

Time 15-16 hours total. 
Raspberry Flat to Aspiring Hut 
(38 bunks): 2.5 hours. Aspiring 
Hut to French Ridge Hut (20 
bunks): 4-5 hours. French 
Ridge Hut to Aspiring Hut via 
Liverpool Hut (6 bunks): 6 
hours. 

Maps Aspiring E39, Mount 
Aspiring Parkmap 273/02 

Access Drive 60 km from 
Wanaka along the western 
shore of Lake Wanaka to the 
carpark at Raspberry Flat. 

For transport to the start of 
the track, contact Wanaka 
Information Centre for details, 
Ph 03 443 1233. 



BonarGiflt 


W Avalanche 2$o6m 


Rob Roy Peak2644m 


to Wariaftcr 


Raspberry Flat 


Alternative Route A short distance from the 
Raspberry Flat carpark, a side track leads down 
to a swingbridge across the river and up the Rob 
Roy Valley. This is a justifiably popular day trip 
from Wanaka and is worth incorporating into any 
tramping plans in the area. 

Information DOC Wanaka, Ph 03 443 7660 

WARNING! As this is an alpine area, some tracks 
can be subject to avalanches, particularly in 
winter and spring. 


-- -.juauiuucu uants along me iviaiuKiiuiu 

Valley enable trampers to get into the heart of the 
Mount Aspiring National Park, while two large and 
one not-so-large huts provide a good standard of ac¬ 
commodation in this popular region. On this route, 
easy travel on the flats contrasts with some steep 
mountainside tracks to reach a couple of perfectly 
situated huts perched high above the valley floor, 
both with excellent panoramic views from their 
front doors. 

The carpark at Raspberry Flat gets quite busy in 

j, the summer months, and has new toilets, a shelter 

and an information panel. The public road ends 
this provides access fx r f Q > • . here ’ and althou gh a 4WD track continues up-vallev, 
and-a-half hours) freon tiTii * C eS ° n ^' wa ^ U P to Aspiring Hut (two to two- 
It is a very gentle walk Jin V . °. T S these tracks - tuttin g a few corners where possible- 

around the^naiestit Mat nVer ’ ° r across the terraces above, but the views aR 

majestic Matukituki Valley make it a memorable introduction to the region- 
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Vhis section could also easily he »iomilain-bil«>d in „i, ,, , 

boundary is not reached until Aspiring I lut. * ' 8n ho,,r ' 31 fhp Wkmnl park 

From Raspberry Flat, the track continues up the wide mul* Vfl » *■ . 

so. before being forced to climb over a forested bluff with ihf ^ h ° ,,r or 

high on the hillside above. About half an hour further on a ™ Nl ’ 
is passed. This is Cascade Hut, and is owned by the Otasro vet* "f % !' b "' h 
Alpine Club (NZAC); unlike the dub’s other huts further^ the" if th * New Zea,and 
locked, and is available by prior booking only % ^ " ** 

Another half-hour across the grassy flats takes you to the far more substantial Aspir- 
mg Hut which sleeps up to 30 trumpets and climbers. This hut is a solidly con ™«ed 
large stone budding dating back to the late 1950s, and although owned by the N2AC it 
is administered by DOC. In the summer months there is a warden in reldence to col¬ 
lect hut fees ($25 per night for non-members at the time of writing) and gas cookers are 
provided. There is also solar lighting, plus flush toilets in the newly built ablutions block 
AU this, plus views up to the southern aspects ofMt Aspiring, which pokes its head above 
the intervening forested ridges, makes it an ideal base even if you are not planning to 
stay further up the valley. A day shelter and campsites are also provided just a couple 
of minutes beyond the hut. Note, however, that Aspiring Hut does get busy in summer 

as it is also the starting point for the trip over Cascade Saddle and into the Rees/Dart 
valley systems. 

Continuing up the Matukituki Valley, the track crosses Cascade Creek and then Rough 
reek on solid bridges before breaking out of the beech forest onto Shovel Flat after about 
an our. At the northern end of this wide grassy clearing, the track re-enters bush for a 
snort distance before a second clearing, Pearl Flat, is reached after a further half-hour. 







IViv isclmico ok mules Itom lliiv ,,t ,t. . , 

suit climb-'( lH-nvmi 500and 900 metres from (he vX ‘ hw ^.64 

Hu* multMip to French Ridge Unf M/iKn \ ^. ,r * ^ 

Sha """' Mi " UkitUki River t0 its •"* Ml tank, alth^tfirJlShfr “* 

~ located upstream can be util,fed '(1^!”' id K' 

1 f hour t0 ft* tap)- A well-marked S 

J forest at the bottom of the steen h,o!o ^ 

^ <*'. and is a HaS 1 **. 0 ** 

' PU “ inS y ° UrSe,f "P tath the help If l , " V0,Vin * 

-*■ - I line. This tats 1 

I hours, at which point theX Cara ^ 

I mLT Un 7 ed eases offsom «vhat as thelck 

I r4 th B ev f ytothediminu taeL4^;: 

I ,, d Mt Bar ff- or up into the ravine on the right 

I itsliead ** G °° , J ly ^ or S e )’ wi th Mt Avalanche at 
I are a wfc ome distraction from the clhnb 

I thr0U f B ^eophylium and totara bushes. 

■ anU , er a l )ou t an hour along this narrowing 

■ t , 0 ^ 10us ridgeline, which is very exposed 

■ e e ements in bad weather, the large, red, 

*‘* at “**fc _ 9 a ? C Hut comes into view. This is situ- 

■ e on a small level section of the ridge and is 

~— 3 re pHcement for the much older huts 

ivvies that have occupied this site since 
~ 94 J °‘ Thls hut is also owned by NZACand oper- 

X J;! *" ***’■ % « a ^ e ^ anc ^ once again a warden is often 

h 'S ®*****#^^ ^ ^ ^ ar °und over summer to make sure the place runs 

^ j£ smoothly. As it lies on the route to the Bonar 

temper on shovel Fiat 3Cler 3nd ^ Aspiring, the hut does see a fair 

nng ltlteaabove amount of through traffic during the season, as 
, . weary climbers return from the heights above. It 

3 C °ru ^ eS 3t time °f writing arp Ion 3nd °^ ers outstanding views from its 
. 1 he rid ge above the hut can Z , u PCr night for non-members) 

fc ° SS th . e dee P v alley and mountains 6 ^ 6 ^ U ° Wed to the snowline for evening views 
the ^ WUh MtS Athene ’ Ionia and Fro - ey ° nd - aI1 ° W an hour ^ The panoramas just get 
to th ™’ W . "!t lhe tUlr »bling icefall of th a i >peari, J8 above the remote Arawhata Valiev to 
C, ‘r ‘ j ,ravtd beyond the permanent ° n31 (,latier S P^ S ovei ' the Breakaway directly 
u>tur hi/v'h [ ° nly 1x4 attempted by suitaM 1 **^ aUd Up the Q l *at terdeek to the Bi*nat 
I In J * * * * kvasses cutting across thi ^ tt l u, PP ed and experienced parties, there are 
r : ,U| n to the valley ,L >r "*“ hls *»'*>" lead of ice F 

'K dewenu, otherwise allow o,»e ai 3 ,^ W ' t,l,K ‘ ker *br those Hampers used to km*" 

‘ e aWd a hall hours to reach the river tar below. 
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I he trip up to Liverpool Hut, on the opposite drip nr th* u * 
dimb from the valley floor, and a fine way to vet a feel for both 7i" YT* rmmf,n 
\alley. If you are only planning to visit this cosy little hut for lunch "'? theMa ! ukituki 
a night here, given time), then lighten your load by hiding vour Dark in hw “ 
from the ever-active keas. Cross a bridge over Liveroool stla P h f ° mt away 

up this steep and obvious route, with more tree-root pull-ups, to reach the six-bunk hu 
Avo,d any urges to cut across the deep gully directly to the hut when it comes ,nto view 
as this leads into some very rough country. Instead, follow the well-trodden path o^' 
rocky knob be ore descending to the picturesquely situated hut and neighbouring! I 
Note that sections of the track above the bushline are steep and exposed so Zeat 

care should be taken in wet or icy conditions. V P ’ g t 

Liverpool Hut is perched on the edge of a grassy shelf overlooking the valley far below 
an is scheduled for replacement over the summer of2008/09. Directly opposite across’ 
the valley nses the graceful icy pyramid of Mt Aspiring, at 3033 metres the highest peak 
outside of the Aoraki/Mount Cook and Westland/Tai Poutini national parks, and one of 

. u° PU ar 3000 ' metre summits In the country. There is limited exploring to be 

had from here - a trip up to Arawhata Saddle is quite a serious and tricky proposition, as 

soak 00 ^ SCh ' St , * f ^ ° f Mt Barff ' directl >' above - A bett er option would be to relax and 
k up the views before returning down to the river and back out to Aspiring Hut. 
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SugarloafPass& 

Rock Burn 



lh *4Ue?s Bt 


1154m 


Lifebumjheh 


te&lr toaf fjjg, 




duration 2 days 
Grade Moderate 
Time 7-9 hours total 

HuHR >Um S ** elter t0 Rockbum 
" ut (Basic, no charge 4 

bonks, open fire): S -6 hours, 
fiockburn Hut to Lake Sylvan 
ar Park;2-3hou re . 
kknps Earoslaw E40, Mount 
Aspiring Parkmap 273/02 

A«e« From Queenstown to 

Clenorchy, then follow S ig„ s 
to start of the Routebuni 

rack,™ Rees and Dart toad 

bridges. 80 km in total. 

'"'“"notion MC Gtenorchy 
Ph 03 442 9937 " 


Somnuf^Mn, - 
Momia&4 Sm 


Ffourebijr^ 

X Tracft 


JfrKfchtrm Mw \ 1 


Dan River 


A trip over the Sugarloaf Po ~ 

cowafdtag,' 1 pamtfMoin,tT"" ' r3mp onl >' shares "rat 

A f<* hundred tT,™ 7 P '™* Na,fo " a ' Pork. ^ ,<SS tmeU ' d ’ *>« «)ually 

Wayu ptoSugarloafPass Th° nSt ^ eR ° Uteburnsvv eli-formpWf l 

markers now show the w ^ trac,< clim bs steadily with 3 sl 8 n P ost P oints the 

ascent to the broad * a ^ throu 8 h the tussocks abov« l h f nst U P to the bushline. 
hetteMd C3m ^ be P *(1154 m>! ‘ S 3 djrt * >er f50-metre 

o ™,rlz:z?:!r n the p « - n* * 7 ? - «* <«-»>«. te . fc 

•u continue '‘ h «' Ph'ure«, U e ta™"* ° ab >™ hnlfan hour lend, to 

Kk b um the saute day, it ™ U you are p/anoit* 

making a .vide trip up here; 
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*’ » g'™ lunch snot with w .. 

tltc Mt I'iirnsliiw massif .nut hack down the nZTrl "™!° ' l "' Uumi *Mt Mount*,,,, 
ho dcsasit (mm the pass into the Kook Burn f 7 ^ Wf,fc,,i P u - 
on the true left of the stream before crossing T 3 Well ^l track, inithlly 

track ,s shown incorrectly on the map). This drol 7 Tu Mm the hmhlin ^he 
forest to a junction still high above the Rock ^T^ough soft, mossy beech 
nick bivvy (a worthwhile excursion if time allowsi Theatre Flat a large 

^ -- ^;;'ir;S; h r !h 

over a small bluff above the river s deep canyon. 6 ^° f carn P ,n £ before c limbing 

chasm, where tteriwlE ** impressive Rock Bum 

The Rockburn (McIntyres) Hut f4 hunt n ?° F ^ e trough the solid rock, 
upstream from the confluencewith the Dart Wve "n ’ ‘‘7^ ^ ^ s % ht, T 

gloomy hut is a sandy beach and some crystal Sr „o7 Ms °' d and ra 'her 

holes, although the sandflies in these parts 11“? PWVide Caim swim ™8 

The track back from here is a Ln ! } " Sh ° rt this P astime - 

Short walk from the Routeburn Road) throi h 1° * ^ h ° UrS Via Lake S - vlvan (a popular 
scarce yeUowhead, or mohua, which is ^^ ^ L °° k ° Ut for the 
for insects among the lichened bark of the fore r 7^ bemg Sp ° tted as if sea rches 

Route Burn to a small camping area with a ^ ^vi*’ 3 swul 8 br idge leads over the 
the shelter and carpark. P 8 ’ Mth a further 3 kilometres along the road back to 
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Wye Creek 


QUEENSTOWN 


Duration 1 day 

Grade Moderate 
Time 8-10 hours 

Maps Arrowtown F41, 
Kingston F42 

Access Remarkables Skifield 
road, off SH 6 between 
Frankton and Kingston 

Alternative Route Although 
this trip can be done in one 
day, the tarns towards the 
head of Wye Valley would 
make excellent campsites, 
allowing plenty of time to 
explore the crags and ridges 
overhead. 

Information DOC 

Queenstown, Ph 03 442 7935 

Warning! Snow patches can 
linger around Lake Alta and 
the saddle well into summer 
- take care when these are 
frozen. 



famaricablM 
P Sftffald 


LakeAfui 

Double Cone 231 9 ^-^ 


Frankton 


Remarkables Skifield 
access rc-dd 


Wakatipu 


power 

station 


5HG to Kingston 


The accessible yet oddly remote Wye Creek Valley lies tucked away to the east of Lake 
Wakatipu, within easy reach of Queenstown for a longish day trip. A feeling of alpine 
isolation pervades the upper reaches of the valley, and yet only the sawtooth ridge of 
The Remarkables separates it from the glitz and glamour of the resort across the lake. 
By starting at the skifield carpark (1600 m) and finishing by the shores of Lake Wakatipu 
C m), the only major climb of the day is the 360 metres up to the Wye Saddle. How- 
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rm *' l,h ' ,r <* * 10-mimile drive hrltvcrn ,|,r „ llr . .... , , 

"*'"I’" H arrangements m called | or . nijs , . . , 1 " ,l "’ vim. p ,„„ 

the snow-live months olsummer. 1 °" ly W " ablp pan,,, 

I he skihcld mad is open all year round, and allows for 
environment of the Remarkahles. The drive un to th„ , , ? am ' M ,0 ‘he alpine 

tmm (he main turn-oil on SH ft. ar park takes about 20 minutes 

The track climbs steadily from the mmiri/ 

hi reach lake Alta in an easy hour. The lake is a clasfi * ] trUe ofthe A,ta chairlift 
cirque and surrounded by steep schistose crags nr 1 P -‘^ J6We ’ nestled in a facial 

mer months. Skirt around thf Steffi "'‘T" C ' im, * rS in **«■»- 
boulder-covered scree slopes to the obvious s2e Fmmhem 7^'™ *"* “ P 
rfay. drop down into the wide, tarn-studded basin of the UpLr Wv, r g u*' P ° i " t * ** 
alpine area overlooked by the impressive pyramid of Double ^ ma 8 nificen ‘ 

the head of the valley. Cone, standing sentinel at 

Angle down leftwards, passing a number of tarns „nril, « a 

100-metre-high waterslide, which drains the large tarn above Th^ y ° Urself above a 
cairned, drops steeply down the true left of this waterfah to ^h 7a ° CCaSionail y 

possible to sidle quite high along exnosed leH™ r e ° the valle >' floor - It is also 
with some steep bluffs directly below Once th § • ° m ^ t0p ° f the waterf aU, initially 

by descending boulder and SssSop" ^ fl °° r Can «* 

The route now follows the true left bank of Wve r™ t, • i • 

^_ nk ot VV > e Creek . Picking up vague trails and 



zzztzzx t rr d ■**- 

gorge, where the creek tumbles down T° h ° UrS the Va,,ey narrows into a rocky 

gorge until Lake Wakatipu comes into enes f of waterfalls. The track contours above this 

The track now leads down to Wye Cre^k cr^stne to “T Va " ey f** 
via a small, scrubby island snlitri„/m S '"° to a newly cut trail on the for bank 

* ""-signed Ml leads J.j, »',™W,,‘c“k“5ra '’ ITl? “ 

LT,";i P r **»—-CCSs 








FI0RD1 AND NATIONAL PARK 


Moraine Creek— 
Adelaide Basin 
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Phil's Biv 


Duration 2-3 4<iys 

Grade Hard fronts finding 
skills required) 

Time 15-18 hours total. 

Lower Hollyford Road to Phil's 
Biv (sleeps 10): 8-10 hours. 
Phil's Biv to Lower Hollyford 
Road: 7-8 hours. 

Map Milford D40 

Access Lower Hollyford Road, 
off the Milford Highway 

Alternative Route For those 
with a good head for heights 
and basic mountaineering 
skills, it is possible to make 
a round trip from the Lower 
Hollyford Road to Gertrude 
Valley via Lake Adelaide, 
Barrier Knob and Gertrude 
Saddle. A trip among these 
jagged ranges rewards the 
transalpine tramper with 
unsurpassable views over a 
particularly rugged part of 
Fiordland. 


The Adelaide Basin is one of the few places in Information DOCTe Anau, Ph 03 249 7924 

the Darran Mountains that can easily be reached WARNING! Avalanches potentially threaten 

by non-mountaineers. It is also one of the most many parts of this trip in winter and spring, 

spectacular glacial cirques, being hemmed in on especially where the route skirts close under 

three sides by towering Fiordland cliffs and hang- steep cliffs, 

ing glaciers. Access for trampers is via Moraine 
Greek, which drains the basin, as other approaches 
require varying degrees of mountaineering skill. The 

presence of a palatial bivvy rock is also a bonus in a part of the country where rainfall 
»legendary. 

I he Moraine Creek track starts by the Lower Hollyford Road, just up-valley front the 




Outside Phil's Bivvy with Lake Adelaide beyond 


towards the lake is another bivvy rock, known as Gill’s Biv, which is situated about 200 
metres from the outlet of Lake South America. 

The Adelaide Basin, a most impressive alpine cirque, is ideally worth a day’s explora¬ 
tion using t e bivvy rock as a base. A walk up to the meadows below the monolithic North 
But r ess Of s abr e , a trip towards Adelaide Saddle or even a scramble up the Sentinel for 

Adelaidp SaHHI *!! eXper ' ence would be a da y well spent. Routes up Gifford Crack to 
routes and wonM T t0 the Gertrude Valley are true mountaineering 

a good head for heights 6 3 ^ ^ r ° Und ^ ** th0Se with sufficient experience and 

membenTkeep 1 weUleftlnv'm fr Basinfollows the route of ascent - re- 

below. The track down to Hut Fla^ avoidin 8 tbe elephantine boulder fields 

any mishaps. As with any less well-marked track fofoe mUS ‘ beC ° rreCtly ' 0Cated t0 aV0 ' d 
mental notes of recognisable landmarks on the applLTwdT' ^ Sh ° U ‘ d haVe made 




flORDl AND NATIONAL PARK 


Barrier Knob 



Sfudejits PeflJc 1ST Jm 


Duration 1 day 
Grad* Moderate/scramWe 

Tim« a- 10 hours total. 

Milford Highway to Gertrud* 
Saddle: 3-4 hours. Gertrude 
Saddle to Barrier Knob: 1 hour. 

Map Milford D40 

Access Gertrude Valley turn¬ 
off from Milford Highway, 1 
km east of Homer Tunnel 

Information DOC Te Anau, 

Ph 03 249 7924 

WARNING! This route is very 
exposed to avalanches in 
winter and spring, as huge 
accumulations of snow can 
build up on the steep shelves 
above the valley. Be aware of 
the potential avalanche risk at 
all times. 


The Darran Mountains, passed en route to Milford Sound, offer only limited opportuni 
ties for the average tramper to penetrate their rocky precipices. The Gertrude Valley is an 
exception to this, providing a straightforward, although strenuous, day trip into the heart 
of the Fiordland mountains. The track leads you with relative ease into a rugged landscape 
of sheer rock faces, hanging snowfields and icy mountain lakes. When combined with a 
bramble up Barrier Knob, the route rewards the tramper with some excellent mountain 
panoramas into the mighty Adelaide Basin and down to Milford Sound. 

1'he track up the Gertrude Valley starts about a kilometre east of the Homer Tunnel 
m outh at a large carpark near the Homer Hut. This New Zealand Alpine Club hut has 
recently undergone a major refit and provides the only accommodation in the area, with 
onks tor 30. It is open to non-members, and has a wood stove and, usually, gas cookers. 




\ w imlnt is t'Hrn rrsidenl during I hr summer months, hut at ofhrr rirr»«*<i. f 
thr \7 Mpmr t iub In living all hut tees for this classic, old mountaineers’ tint " 
Starting from thr carpark, follow cairns across and along dry watercourses thrr <rk 
suxur \had\ patches of Ixvch forest to the open valley above. The track continues along the 
vallcv floor through dense alpine herblields, a visual delight in the summer months befr 
climbing steeply up towards Black Lake. A well-trodden trail leads alongside a tumhl ^ 
stream before crossing below a waterfall to the true left bank. Continue uphill to reach ^ 
section of smooth rock slabs (slippery when wet or icy), across which cairns mark the w * 
There are some fixed cables for the final section of rock scrambling, which leads abrupt^ 
to a perfectly situated glacial lake nestled in an ice-scoured bowl of Fiordland gabbro ^ 

Although never warm, Black Lake on a hot summer’s day is a swimming hole never 
to be forgotten. Above the lake, after a farther half-hour of smooth slabs (plus in situ 
cables at the start) and some bouldery scrambling, you reach the 1410-metre-high Ger- 

tnide Saddle. Look out for the elusive but frequently heard rock wrens that live among 
the boulder fields at these altitudes. ° 

The view from the saddle northwards down Gulliver Valley is a classic example of the 

S tha * ha , s , moulded so much of the dramatic scenery in Fiordland. The U-shaped 

t^lley below would have been filled with ice as recently as 8000 years ago, and in place* 
e vegetation has yet to fully colonise the recently exposed bedrock. 




On Gertrude Saddle looking towards Milford Sound 


Most people are happy to stop at this point and soak up the view, but there are op¬ 
tions to explore further afield on either side of the saddle. A few hundred metres to the 
south are some alpine tarns, which are shallower than Black Lake and therefore slightly 
warmer propositions for a cooling dip. 

Barrier Knob is 470 metres above the saddle, and can be climbed in good weather 
by competent rock scramblers. Follow the vague trail leading up to the northeast, avoid¬ 
ing any lingering snow patches and sticking to the beautiful, rough gabbro to reach the 
blocky summit in an hour or two. 

From here, the views over the Darrans are magnificent, with Mt Tutuko, the highest 
peak in Fiordland, dominating the horizon along with its equally ice-draped companion, 
Mt Madeline. Directly below the summit of Barrier Knob is the large basin occupied by 
Lake Adelaide, itself ringed with an array of impressive peaks. The upper section of the 
route into this basin via Moraine Creek can be observed from this vantage point (see 
previous tramp, page 157). 

Return to the Milford Highway by the same route, keeping an eye open for cairns 
that mark the best route off Barrier Knob and across the smooth rock slabs below Ger¬ 
trude Saddle. 



Mt Titiroa 


FIORDLAND NATIONAL PARK 


fcmttM 2-3 days 

l»4» Hard (mute finding skills 
wqutwd) 

Hwt 17-19 hours total. Lake 
Manapouri (Pearl Harbour) to Hope 
Arm Hut (12 bunks, wood fire): 2-3 
hours. Hope Arm Hut to Gamock Bum: 
2 hours. Gamock Bum to Mt Titiroa: 5 
hours. Mt Titiroa to North Borland Hut 
(2 bunks): 3-4 hours. North Borland 
Hut to Borland Lodge: 5 hours. 

Maps Manapouri C43, Hunter 
Mountains C44 

Access Water taxi or rowboat from 
Manapouri (Pearl Harbour) across the 
Waiau River. Water taxi or boat hire can 
be arranged from the Manapouri Stores, 
Ph 03 249 6619. 

Alternative Route If the weather is 
bad on the tops, Mt Titiroa itself can 
be bypassed via a saddle crossing over 
from Gamock Burn to the north branch 
of the Borland Valley. 

Information DOCTe Anau, Ph 03 249 
7924. Borland Lodge, Ph 03 225 5464 
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\n\\m» approach IV Anau from the north. Ml Titiroa is the prominent peak rising afe/ve 
Ukt' Manainnui, appearing always to have a light dusting of fresh snow on its isolated 
siunnuL This is a result of geology rather than climate, as the summit ridge is scattered 
with remarkable, light-coloured granite formations and associated extensive scree slopes. 
The peak can be climbed from Manapouri in two days, and offers a superb viewpoint 
oxer the Fiordland mountains and lakes. As the summit of Mt Titiroa is too far to be 
reached comfortably from the Hope Arm Hut in a day, take a tent so that you can camp 

en route. 

A water-taxi ride directly to the hut at Hope Arm will save two to three hours’ walk, 
although the track through majestic stands of silver beech and twisted rimu from Pearl 
Harbour is a pleasant introduction to the lush and relatively bird-rich forests of Fiordland. 
The boggier sections along the well-graded track are crossed with boardwalk, before you 
arrive at Hope Arm and the hut, at the far end of the beach. 

The track continues directly behind the hut, leaving the lowland forest and climbing 
steadily to a more twisted and stunted ‘goblin forest’, with sections of upland swamp. A 
flat saddle is crossed before the track drops steeply to Garnock Burn. 

The best way onto the North Ridge of Mt Titiroa is to climb the forested hillside 
directly across the Garnock Burn from where the Hope Arm track exits the bush. This is 
steep, with no obvious track and a few bluffs that need to be bypassed, although less than 
an hour of struggle will lead you to the more open ridgetop. From this point, a well-defined 
ground trail leads southwards, up through a delightful moss-carpeted forest of dwarf beech 
and bog pine to the abrupt bushline, some two hours from the valley floor. 

The main rock-strewn North Ridge of Mt Titiroa is accessed via a gentle, sandy sad¬ 
dle, with a reliable water source and adequate camping spots. This would make a good 
base for climbing the mountain if you plan to return to Manapouri rather than travers 
ing the peak to the Borland Valley. From this point onwards, the route is very expose 
to the elements and has longish sections without regular water, although this precious 
commodity can often be found filling eroded rockpools on the giant boulders t at e 

scattered along the ridgetop. -um 

The climb between, over, or around this array of weirdly shaped granite ou ers is 
a photographer’s paradise, framed by the backdrop of Lake Manapouri, now ar e ow. 
Centuries of exposure to wind, rain and cycles of freeze-thaw have created a unique an 
scape of highly weathered quartz-rich granite tors. This terrain is somewhat akin to t at o 
the Dry Valleys in Antarctica, where similar climatic conditions and associated weat ering 
processes have produced a comparable landscape of bizarre rock sculptures. 

There are a few small tarns to the east, in sheltered basins below the main ri ge, 
which would provide good campsites within easy striking distance of the summit ear y 
the following day. Alternatively, push on to the top tor spectacular evening panoramas 
over some of the wilder parts of Fiordland, although this makes for a long, 10 hour ay 
from Manapouri. Water and a campsite can be found directly below the summit, on a 
narrow, sandy shelf with great views across to the Takitimus and northwards to Mts 
lutuko and F,arnslaw. 

From the summit of Mt Titiroa (1715 m), the ridge continues southwards to provide 
a line scramble along its rocky crest, although some of the steeper sections are more safely 
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b\ jmsmhI on ils eastern side. ()n a dear day thr views <*xft*n<l over the fliini^r 
with Stewart Island lying hazily on I he southern horizon. 


M'Mimatf* 


Stnmer or later these panoramas have to he left behind, as it js necessary to dr 
down to North Borland I hit in the valley far below. From Pt 1581 a broad ridge head! 
down in a southwesterly direction to a cluster of tarns near the bushline. There is no ^ 
vious track through the forest below, although by following a spur on the true left of thr 
creek that drains these tarns, a route can be found to the valley floor. The bush is initially 
quite dense, its thickets of beech, totara and bog pine negotiable with the help of gravity 
but soon more open forest is reached, with a delightfully springy carpet of moss to ease 
sore knees. North Borland Hut is a small, two-person corrugated-iron structure sited on a 
terrace just above the true right bank of the river. Allow four hours to reach the hut from 
the top of the mountain, and a further five hours from here to the road. 


A well-marked track down-valley of the hut soon enters beech forest, with the usual 
ups and downs associated with travel in Fiordland. A terrace of celery pine and totara 
shrub avoids a gorge in the river, and offers some good lookouts over to yet more rocky 
outcrops on the Mt Titiroa ridge. Eventually, the track drops steeply to ford the middle 
branch of Borland Burn; note that the walkwires marked on some maps no longer exist 
over the middle or south branches of the river, which could become impassable during 
heavy rain. 



Mowing om hwdkmd, from Mt Ituroa 




Gnmte boulder fields on Mt Titiroa 


About 10 minutes after this crossing, a clearing and fireplace are reached, with a 
large, comfortable bivvy rock behind, complete with a wooden platform for up to 10 
people. About 45 minutes further down the valley, the south branch creek can either be 
forded near the confluence or crossed via a new bridge a little way upstream. From here, 
the track continues easily along the main river terrace to come out directly opposite 
Borland Lodge, an outdoor centre run by the Southland Youth Adventure Trust, with 
backpacker accommodation conveniently available. Taxis, or a shuttlebus service from 
the main highway, should be arranged beforehand. 


Green Lake & 
Hunter Mountains 


FIORDLAND NATIONAL PARK 


Borland Road 
lo South Arm 
Lake MartipcuN 


island Lcke 


Duration 2 days 
Grade Moderate 

Time 10.5 hours total. 

Borland Saddle to Green Lake 
Hut (12 bunks, stove) via the 
tops: 7 hours. Green Lake Hut 
to Borland Saddle: 3.5 hours 

Map Hunter Mountains C44 

Access Turn onto Borland 
Road from SH 99, near 
Blackmount, 60 km south of 
Te Anau 

Alternative Route Green 
Lake can be reached directly 
from Lake Monowai via a 
forest track over Monowai 
Saddle (allow about 6 hours). 

Information DOC Te Anau, 

Ph 03 249 7924. For current 
road conditions along Borland Road, contact 
Borland Lodge, Ph 03 225 5464 

WARNING! The Borland Road is usually kept 
locked during the winter months, owing to 
landslips or snowfalls; check with the warden at 
jtofland Lodge or DOC Te Anau if you are in doubt 
Note also that Hiking New Zealand, a comineiclal 
guiding company, uses the tramp described 
throughout the summer on a regular basis. It is 
therefore best to avoid the lakeshore on Tuesday 
nights unless you are looking for company 
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The Hunter Mountains stretch southwards from 
Lake Manapouri and lead into an area well off the 
beaten Fiordland track. Nestled towards the south¬ 
ern end of this range, high above the protective 
curve of Lake Monowai, lies Green Lake, a tranquil 
jewel set among steeply clad slopes of beech forest. 

anks to the construction of the Manapouri power 
sc erne in the 1970s, an ECNZ access road paral- 
e s the power lines that march across this rugged 
an scape, carrying electricity from the West Arm 
generating station to the energy-hungry aluminium 
sme ter at Tiwai Point. The unsealed Borland Road 
lir * s stee ply through the Hunter Mountains via 
entry into what would otherwise be a ^ ^" metre Borland Saddle, and allows for easy 
Jnp offers a rich variety of landscane, ^ Vel y remote region of South Fiordland. This 

Fiordland beech forest, all feasible^iihi'^ tussock ' cov ered and rocky ridgetops to lush 

uncled ECNZr oX b B 0 Sr H T k ' nd ' 

land Saddle is narrow and winding, so drive it slowly 
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The new Green Lake Hut in the Hunter Mountains, Fiordland National Park 


and steadily, and be prepared to meet oncoming vehicles. Leave your car on the sa e 
at 990 metres, as this provides a good starting point for a trip that reaches a maximum 
elevation of 1645 metres. A track leads up from the lay-by into a short section o eec 
forest; look out here for the strawberry fungus (Cyttaria nigra), a parasite on these trees. 
The track soon emerges onto open tussock tops, which are followed via an indistinct tra 

to a series of small tarns. . 

The ridgetop is exposed to all the weather this part of New Zealand can t rovv a 
and snow usually lingers on its highest sections well into summer. Being re ative y o 
compared with much of the country further north, this ridge presents no mountaine 8 
problems, and even the hour’s side trip to the top of Mt Burns is no more t an a ro 
scramble. 

Weave your way around these tarns to where the slope steepens. The best ^PP ro ^ 
for tackling the climb ahead is directly up this ridge. Pt 1476 is reached after a ou 

to three hours from the Borland Saddle. h 1 w and 

On a clear day this summit offers spectacular views over Green La e ar e o 1 
to remote Fiordland mountains stretching westwards. The south coast of New ea an . 
w»th Stewart Island suspended hazily on the horizon, is visible from this ig vau Jv, 
point, while eastwards, gentle farmland contrasts dramatically with the vistas in ^ 
directions. It was from this ridge that one of the largest recorded landslides ui ttie wo 




Slopes around Green Lake covered in mountain buttercups 


occurred. Look down over the rugged country around Island Lake to the west and you 
will see that these forest-cloaked hillocks were in fact formed by what must have been a 
spectacular avalanche issuing from the western slopes of the Hunter Mountains above. 
Towards the end of the last glacial period, an estimated 27 cubic kilometres of material 
slumped into the broad Grebe Valley. 

A steep descent off this top leads to a perfect lunchtime tarn, shallow enough for 
a tempting dip on a warm day. A short distance beyond the tarn a marker pole points 
to a possible steep descent to Green Lake, a sensible choice if the weather is closing in 
over the exposed tops. In spring, look out for the local mountain buttercup, Ranunculus 
buchananii, which clings precariously to the scree slopes below the main ridge. 

In good weather, stay high to enjoy the broad, undulating ridge along which the 
track wanders. Step carefully over this fragile terrain to avoid trampling the mosses, 
cus ion p a ^ts an other delicate yet hardy alpine species. On exceptionally clear days, 
e unmista a ^ sn j ow y forms of Mts Tutoko and Madeline rise up on the northern 

orizon near Milford Sound, while further to the northeast Mts Earnslaw and Aspiring 
can also be discerned. v & 

senaratinaT^ vT r ^ e drops v * a a conveniently angled side valley, to a boggv saddle 
71 to wtk ^ n ° Wa * from ^en Lake (the descent directly from Pt 14U is a bit 
er. rom t e sa die, a track angles down through forest to the tranquil 
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shorn ofCrrt'U lake. The now Croon l ake I Ini (12 hunks, stove) Is situated near the 
lake, shortly idler emerging from the forest, and it replaces an old A-frame further along 
the shore (now removed). 

Crested grebes frequent this high lake, which in springtime is studded with rirh 
clusters of the Mount Cook buttercup (Ranunculus lyallii), giving way later in the season 
to a profusion of (clniisiu daisy species that provide a perfect foreground to the tranquil 
waters bevond. C.reen Lake’s mountain waters are cold, but on a hot afternoon, after you 
have built up a sw^eat walking over the tops, they provide a memorable place for a refresh¬ 
ing dip; ripples from the bathers fan out to disturb an otherwise balanced reflection of 
the forested ridges beyond. 

Skirt the stony beach of the lake to reach a well-marked track back to Borland 
Road. This leads directly into delightfully open mountain beech forest, draped in the 
usual accompaniment of lichens, mosses and ferns. Climb steadily to a low saddle be¬ 
fore dropping to within sight of Island Lake. This forest walk is punctuated by a series 
of waist-high tussock basins, where the occasional marker defines a vague track across 
these contrasting grasslands before it re-enters the shady forest once more. Here you are 
walking over debris from the giant landslide, although nowadays the higher elevations 
are completely covered with beech trees, while only tussock grasses can survive on the 
low-lying marshy basins. 

After some three hours of gentle tramping a small A-frame (Borland Shelter, 3 bunks) 
is reached, from where a 25-minute walk up the switchbacks leads you back to the Borland 
Saddle and the start of the trip. 
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SOUTHLAND 


Takitimu Range 


Duration 2 clays 
Grade Moderate 

Time 8.5 hours total. 

Pleasant Creek to Aparima 
Hut (8 bunks, potbelly stove): 

2 hours. Aparima Hut to 
Aparima Forks Hut (2 bunks): 

2.5 hours. Aparima Forks Hut 
to Dunrobin Valley Road: 4 
hours. 

Map Takitimu D44 

Access From SH 94 at 
Mossbum, take Otautau Road 
for 10 km before turning into 
Dunrobin Road. This road is 
25 km long, the last 10 km 
unsealed. The track starts by 
the small wooden bridge over 
Pleasant Creek, where you can 
park your car. 

Alternative Route An 

alternative return route in 
fine weather heads from the 
Aparima Forks Hut over Clare 
Peak and down Waterloo Burn to Aparima Hut 
(allow 10-11 hours). 

Information DOC Invercargill, Ph 03 214 4589; 
DOCTeAnau, Ph 03 249 7924 



The Takitimu Mountains are the rugged line of 
1600-metre-plus hills passed by speeding tourists 
on their way from Queenstown to Milford. Situ¬ 
ated southwest of Mossburn, and well away from 
the main Fiordland mountains, they tend to get far 
better weather than the ranges further west. Despite 
this distinct advantage in a region of such weather 
extremes, they are surprisingly neglected, except by locally based trampers and hunters, 
who have discovered the uncrowded pleasures of these quiet backwaters. The area offers 
a good network of tracks and simple huts down in the valleys, as well as some travel along 
the extensive ridgetops during the snow-free months of summer. 

The start of the track is signposted from Pleasant Creek and generally follows the 
true right bank of the Aparima River. During the initial 15—20 minutes you pass through 
scrubby stands of matagouri and along flood-damaged sections of riverbank littered with 
debris - evidence that, even away from the Main Divide, rainfall in this area can sometimes 
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In' c\Uvmt\ This rough sort ion can be avoided by following the boundary feme with 
Pleasant Valley Vann as lar as a woolshed, and then heading down to the riverharik. 

The track soon improves, with markers generally leading along the riverbank through 
patches of manuka scrub, which are somewhat overgrown, and into stands of beech for¬ 
est The open clearings are usually quite damp underfoot and support a rich variety of 
wetland species, in particular vivid green clumps of bog pine (Halocarpus hidwillii). The 
extensive fields of waving red tussock offer a particularly fine display of colour, especially 
when contrasted with the snowy tops in springtime. 

There is evidence of 4WD tracks coming in from the river terraces above, which 
although extremely rough and boggy would seem to be accessible for off-road enthusiasts. 
After you meet up with one of these tracks the Aparima Hut soon comes into view, perched 
on a terrace across the river. The hut (with eight bunks and a potbelly stove) is reached 
via a swingbridge just downstream, then along the tussocky terrace by the fenceline. 

Continuing up the main valley, the track climbs away from the hut to overlook an 
extensive area of marshy flats, across which meanders the Waterloo Burn. There is a track 
up this valley, which passes Becketts Hut (four bunks) and crosses over a low saddle to 
reach the northern roadend at Princhester Hut (six bunks) after about six hours. 

An alternative, as described here, carries on along the old river terrace, past a trig 
point at 564 metres, before heading down to an obvious sharp bend in the river, marked 
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with cmsion stars and slips. Knlcring a stand of mature beech trees, the track amtmtm 
within earshot ol the river below. The going in some of the clearings is very boggy, with 
thick carpets of sphagnum moss squelching underfoot. It is better to enjoy this sensation 
rather than attempt to avoid the quagmires - a virtual impossibility in these parts. The 
largest of the peat bogs is located at the junction with the Spence Burn, at which point 
another track heads off to the Spence Hut. Skirt around the toe of this clearing, keeping 

close to the margin, before re-entering the forest. 

The mossy forest trail continues to a point where the Aparima River can easily be 
crossed to the true right bank. The Aparima Forks Hut has only two bunks, but would 
make a suitable night’s stop for a small party. 

From the Aparima Forks Hut there is easy travel to the heads of both branches of 
the Aparima River, both of which are suitable for exploration if you plan to return back 
down the valley. The return via the route you followed in takes about four hours. 

A good alternative return route in fine weather leads from the bushline, which is 
reached about one-and-a-half hours from the hut. This traverses Clare Peak (1490 m) 
and heads down to Waterloo Burn, about three to four hours beyond the Aparima Val¬ 
ley bushline. From the saddle, drop down to the burn itself; following it mainly along its 
left bank, you pass Becketts Hut (four bunks), hidden in the forest, after two hours. The 




Ike bkitimus from the slopes of Mt Titiroa 


going is easy but quite boggy across the tussock-covered valley floor to the Aparima Hut, 

gained after a further one-and-a-half hours. 

This alternative return makes an excellent round trip over the rocky tops and mars y 
valleys of the Takitimus if the weather is good. It does, however, make for a long day - al 
low 10 to 11 hours to reach Dunrobin Valley Road from Aparima Forks Hut. 




South Coast Track 


SOUTHLAND 


fetrttiMt? Mjivs 
(txk Mokate 

Time <>13 hours total, 
ftoakau carpark to Port 
Cratq Hut (sleeps 22, stove): 

5- 6 hours (via inland track: 

6- 7 hours). Port Craig to 
Wairaurahiri Hut (14 bunks, 
stove): 4-6 hours. 

Maps Port Craig C46, 

Fiordland Parkmap 273/03 

Access From Tuatapere, 
take the Papatotara road to 
Bluecliffs Beach (28 km). Cars 
can be parked (at owner's 
risk) above the beach opposite Rarakau Station 
homestead. 

Alternative Route The Tuatapere Hump Ridge 
Track is a privately operated 53-km, 3-day 
round trip, which also starts at Bluecliffs Beach. 
Bookings are essential (Ph/fax 03 226 6739) 

Information Tuatapere Information Centre, 

Ph 03 226 6399; DOC Invercargill, Ph 03 214 4589 
or 211 2400; DOC Te Anau, Ph 03 249 7924 

WARNING! Sections of this trip can be affected 
by the tides. Deduct 2 hours 20 minutes from the 
Bluff tides for those at Port Craig. 
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Te WwwaeBay 


The Waitutu area of Southland offers some chal- 
lenging tramping through dense tracts of lowland 
podocarp forests and along wild stretches of rugged 
coastline, with only the Southern Ocean beyond. 
These forests and shorelines provided a rich source 
of food for early Maori who visited and settled in 
this area. Europeans saw the economic potential in 
the majestic podocarp forests, and in the 1920s Port 
Craig, at the western end of Te Waewae Bay, was the 
site of the largest and most modern sawmill in the 
country. Relics of these earlier phases of occupation 
exist to this day, with Maori middens buried among 
the sand dunes and large wooden viaducts carrying 
derelict tramlines across deep ravines 

a similar, route to Bluecliffs Beach. " 1S neCessary t0 head back al° n g the same, or 
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Vhc Waikoau River t an rill wr In* waded, or crossed on a wooden footbridge, to puk 
up the old road or beach beyond (he cribs. Tills is private land, so travel through here 
vulh respect lor the owners. It is a further 3 kilometres to the end of Bluet lifts Beach, 
where the old logging road leads into the forest and after a kilometre crosses a bridgp over 
IViuk Burn. This is the boundary with Fiordland National Park, and a DOC sign marks 
the start of the track to Port C raig. 

The route plunges abruptly into majestic stands of, predominantly, podocarp trees, 
consisting mainly of rimu as well as miro, totara, rata and beech. Carpets of crown ferns 
(Blci hnum discolor) smother the forest floor either side of the well-benched track, which 
after 2.5 kilometres crosses Flat Creek via a long swingbridge. 

The track continues mostly along the beach, with two short sections over headlands, 
for a further 2 kilometres to reach Breakneck Creek, where there is a choice of routes 
depending on tides or preference. The all-tide route continues inland on the true right 
bank of the creek, while another track leads down to a small bay. The tides need to be 
low and the seas not too rough for a safe trip along this beautiful coastal section, which 
is followed for about two hours until the inland track is rejoined. It is suggested that a 
60-metre width of beach is showing before you embark on this coastal route, as there is 
no access to the inland track until you reach Te Whata (unnamed on the topographic 
map). Remember also that travel along this stretch will be a lot more relaxing if you 
know the tide is going out. 

This coastal route offers some great rock-hopping along the wave-cut platform, in¬ 
terspersed with delightful stretches of white sand and plenty of clear rockpools to fossick 
among if time allows. Suspended on the horizon to the southeast is the purple outline of 





Sir wart Maud, fmjuontly with its head in thf clouds, while the* smaller kakapt.> wtutmry 
otYovHivh Island ran hr discerned just off the* main island. 

the seas oil the south coast of New Zealand teem with wildlife; look out for f i n . 
tor's dolphins playing in the surf, fur seals basking on the rocks and occasional Fiordland 
crested penguins. At certain times in the summer months, an almost unbelievable number 
of sooty shearwaters sweep and dive in great black clouds over the seafood-rich waters 
just offshore. 

After two hours of travel along this interesting shoreline, the track once again heads 
inland, just beyond some unusual rock formations, to avoid an impassable .section of 
coast. This inland diversion is well signposted and involves a steep scramble back up to 
the inland track. After another hour or so the old schoolhouse at Port Craig is reached, 
now converted into a comfortable trampers’ hut (sleeps 22, stove). As this building is of 
high historic interest, please treat it with respect and carry out all rubbish. 

Along the track down to the coast are plenty of old, rusting relics from the area s 
logging heydays. In particular, the crumbling remains of the once bustling jetty stand 
testament to the economic uncertainties involved in such a remote area. Nearby is a 
cosy sea cave connecting two small beaches; this provides a memorable shelter, with the 

sound of the waves breaking on either side and the chance to watch Hector’s dolphins 
playing in the surf. 



